
The Pastor’s Notepad 

What a joy it is to be serving in ministry with you! I am grateful 

for the warm and caring welcome I have received here at First 

Bethel. On my first Sunday I talked about what the term “interim” 

means in this period of your history. I would like to speak of that 

again. 

 

The term “interim” refers only to me in this situation. First Bethel 

is not an interim church! You are the church you have always 

been…whole and present. As the word interim refers to me, it is 

only an indication that my stay with you is for the meantime. In 

these few months I am fully your pastor…here for you in any way 

in which I can be.  

 

I have served two churches previously as an interim. I have learned 

that in a period such as this, my leadership can… 

 

 ---help you continue in ministry fully, with no curtailing of 

current activities and ministries. These are the ministries of First 

Bethel, not of any single pastor or layperson. We can remain 

strong in faith! 

 ---make certain that your pastoral needs are met to the best 

of my ability. I am here for you as we work together to be Christ’s 

disciples in a world full of challenges and opportunities, sorrows 

and joys.  

 ---dig deep into the roots of our church, in administration 

and program, to help strengthen our ministry as much as possible 

by July 1st. 

 

I am not here to make changes, unless something crucial cannot 

wait. I am here to help us stand firm.  

I realize that in this note to you I have gone from saying “you” to 

“us” as I refer to us as a household of faith. Such has been my brief 

time with you that I have come to feel so much a part of First 

Bethel already. 

For your God’s grace in giving us this opportunity to share in 

ministry, I give thanks!       Rev. Kathy Clark 



 

    

Life is too Short! 

Join the Fun on Fat Tuesday 

March 5th 6:30 pm 

Bring a Finger Food to share 

(snack, appetizer or dessert) 

This year we are having our own  

Mardi Gras parade! 

We ask you to make a parade float using an old shoe box. 

Decorate it, bring it that evening 

 and join our parade.   

We will have prizes for winning entries! 

Come enjoy an evening of 

Fun & Fellowship  

Sign up in the Narthex or call 412-835-6141 

To make your reservations!!!!  



 

March Book Club 

The book selection for March 15th is “The Weight of Ink” by 

Rachel Kadish.  A National Jewish Book Awards Winner.  

“Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first 

century, The Weight of Ink is the interwoven tale of two women of 

remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from 

Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before 

the plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a 

love of Jewish history.  

As the novel opens, Helen has been summoned by a former student 

to view a cache of seventeenth-century Jewish documents newly 

discovered in his home during a renovation. Enlisting the help of 

Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as impatient as he is 

charming, and in a race with another fast-moving team of 

historians, Helen embarks on one last project: to determine the 

identity of the documents’ scribe, the elusive “Aleph.” 

Electrifying and ambitious, sweeping in scope and intimate in 

tone, The Weight of Ink is a sophisticated work of historical fiction 

about women separated by centuries, and the choices and sacrifices 

they must make in order to reconcile the life of the heart and mind” 

www.amazon.com  

______________________________________________________ 

I’d like to give a massive thank you to my 

church family for all the love, prayers and 

support you gave me throughout my 

Mission of Peace journey. I appreciate 

everything you’ve done and I look 

forward to telling you all about it. 

Love, Regan Gray 

This Photo by 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://rackell24lumberio.blogspot.com/2014/01/happy-29th.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

Save the dates for ASP 

Bistros! 
 

 

 

What:  Delicious dinners held during SUNDAYS IN LENT as 

fundraisers for our Appalachia Service Project summer 

mission trip.   

 

How:  All the food and preparation time is donated by many 

of our church’s ASP supporters; otherwise it doesn’t work.  

Our diners receive a homemade meal lovingly prepared and 

served during this time of fellowship.   

 

We encourage our patrons to give generously as they are 

able, keeping in mind what a similar meal might cost at a 

restaurant - but there’s no comparison. You won’t find more 

delicious meals or better service anywhere!   

 

Who: All are welcome to enjoy meals made with love.  The 

menu changes weekly.  Kid-friendly, gluten-free and take out 

options are available.   

 

When: 4:30PM-6:30PM on the following SUNDAY evenings:  

March 10, 17, 24, 31 and April 7  

 

Where: Suzanna Wesley Room of First Bethel Church  

 

All proceeds benefit our ASP mission trip on June 9-15, 

2019 and we need your help!  

 

 

  



An Opportunity from the Bishop’s Office 

We share this press release with you from the Conference 
Center, as well as details about the debriefing scheduled in 
the Pittsburgh District.  Please share this information with 
your congregation. 

 Press Release For Special Called Session Debriefs: 

 Immediately following the Special Called Session of 
General Conference, the Western Pennsylvania A 
Way Forward Task Force, General Conference 
Delegation, Cabinet, and Bishop will conduct 
debriefing sessions in each of our ten districts.  The 
locations and times of those sessions are published 
on the Conference website. Persons may attend any 
of these sessions at any district if location and time 
are more convenient. 

 The purpose of the sessions will be for lay and 
clergy members of the United Methodist Church in 
Western Pennsylvania to hear accurate information 
about the decisions made at the Special Called 
Session of General Conference and the 
process we, as an annual conference, will undertake 
in order to implement the legislation that is 
passed.  Those who attend the debriefing sessions 
will have an opportunity to ask questions and 
respond to the decisions made.  

  

The Pittsburgh District Debriefing will be Sunday, 
March 24 at 2 pm at Salem UMC (350 Manor Rd, 
Wexford, PA 15090).  There is ample parking in the 
lot behind the church.  Beginning at 1:30 pm, light 
refreshments will be available.  

  

https://www.wpaumc.org/newsdetail/gc-debriefing-sessions-scheduled-12757669


We invite you to attend this debriefing session, to 
engage with our Bishop, delegates, and your District 
Superintendent.  We continue our call to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. 

  

FB Men’s Fellowship 2019 – It’s A Start 

 I’ve been working with the men in this church for about 

two years now.  Am I doing it right?  No, but it’s a start.  And are 

all the men of the church involved in the men’s ministry? You 

guessed it…no, but it’s a start. 

 As First Bethel members, we can be proud of what the men 

in our church have done.  We’ve cleaned up, fixed up, had garage 

sales and concerts.  Have we gotten the whole church involved?  

No, but it’s a start. 

 Well, we started the garage sale routine and we are going to 

make it better, with your help.  In April we will start collecting 

goods from your spring cleaning that you wish to donate to our 

sale in May. The date is forth coming. 

 Meanwhile, men, we have a program planned for our 

meeting Saturday, March 2nd at 8:00am in Founders Hall. See you 

there!  And Ladies, tell a man what you like or don’t like around 

the church.  It’s a start.  Thanks, Ken W 

. 

  



OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Outreach Committee would like to thank all the people that 

came out to support our Souper Bowl Sunday luncheon.  We made 

over $ 450.00 to donated to SHIM. Because of your generosity 

SHIM will be able to multiply that amount by 4 to 5 times by 

purchasing food from the Pittsburgh food bank.  

We will have served a Sunday dinner at Daily Bread on February 

17 and our next Daily Bread date is April 7.  Anyone  who is 

interested in helping can call the church office or Sally Irick at 

412-833-9324. 

Sally Irick  

 

LIBRARY NEWS – Thank You, Readers!  

Eleven more books were recently donated to our Library. They 

include: 

ANYWAY: The Paradoxical Commandments focuses on "ten 

principles" Kent M. Keith included in a booklet more than a half-

century ago.  Over the years, Keith’s list has been used by religious 

and business leaders, government officials, military commanders, 

teachers, coaches, social workers and others around the world.  

(Mother Teresa put a version of it on the wall of a children’s home 

in India.)  The subtitle of Anyway is Finding Personal Meaning in 

a Crazy World.  Keith, an educator who lives in Hawaii, said, 

“This book is for people who want to know more.  It is about what 

the Paradoxical Commandments mean -– the stories and ideas 

behind them, and what it means to live them."  The book is 

described in its forward as “simple, eloquent and profound.”  It’s 

short – just 117 pages.  

Also: We now have these two by best-selling novelist Kristin 

Hannah: 

FIREFLY LANE – Kate and Tully are as opposite as two young 

girls can be. One comes from a loving family, the other was 

abandoned by her drug-addicted mother.  But the girls develop a 



strong friendship and pledge that it will last forever.  Will it 

survive jealousy, anger, pain and betrayal?  Their story spans three 

decades. 

NIGHT ROAD –  Supermom Jude Farraday’s  twins are  bright, 

happy teenagers who befriend Lexi, a girl from the foster-care 

system. The three youngsters become inseparable and Jude makes 

Lexi feel welcome  But one foggy night, a bad decision results in a 

car crash that kills one of the twins – and leads to Lexi’s 

imprisonment.  The publisher says this book “raises profound 

questions about motherhood, identity, love and forgiveness." 

Note: We also have on our shelves Hannah’s Nightingale ,The 

Great Alone and Fly Away, the sequel to Firefly Lane. 

                                                                **  Your Library Staff ** 

 

 

Martha Circle 

We will meet Wednesday, March 13, at 7:00 in the Susanna 

Wesley Room. Don’t forget one item for SHIM. 

On behalf of the Martha Circle I want to thank all who helped 

us have a nice retirement brunch January 27th for Tom and 

Linda. We estimate about 130 persons stayed to eat and wish 

farewell to Tom. 

Psalm 37:4 Enjoy serving the Lord, and he will take care of 

you. 

Donna Hennen 


