
  The Pastor’s Notepad 

What a blessing it is to be in ministry with you! In 

these past few weeks getting to know my First Bethel 

family has been a great joy. I intend to fully embrace 

every moment with you during these next few 

months…everything from the nitty gritty of doing 

battle with the copier to the high moments of worship 

and fellowship! “How good and pleasant it is when 

God’s people live together in unity.” Psalm 133:1 

The past month has brought with it many upsetting and 

disconcerting events. Our General Conference voted in a plan that 

brings elation to some, anguish to others. Ours is the dilemma of 

learning if we can live together in unity in such a vast sea of 

disagreement. The mosque shooting in New Zealand reminds us 

that we have a long way to go as a human race to understand what 

God calls us to be as one people. The verdict in the Michael 

Rosfeld trial and the pain of Antwon Rose’s family bring this 

home to our local communities. “Out of the depths I cry to you, O 

Lord; Lord, hear my voice!” (Psalm 130:1)  

From our church, to the world, to our communities, to our families, 

we have much to offer as grist for the mill of our faith. 

In the light of so many questions and challenges, of one thing I am 

certain…Easter will come! There is nothing in all the world that 

can prevent the Good News of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ from bursting forth and offering us a new day and a new 

beginning. Nothing can stop it because Easter is in God’s hands, 

ever faithful, ever gracious, ever forgiving. Ever God. Thanks be to 

God! “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I 

hope…” (Psalm 130: 5) 

 

 

 



It started as a whisper, 

Slow rising form the ground 

It slowly crept into the air 

A hushed and urgent sound. 

 

It grew into a whirlwind 

Fast breaking into waves 

It burst upon wide open hearts 

A sudden grace it gave. 

 

In whisper and in whirlwind 

The answer still is given 

The question fails, the truth prevails 

Jesus Christ is risen! 
 

                                             Kathy 

 

 
 

 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES: 

 

April 14 9:00 & 11:00 Palm Sunday Worship 

April 18 7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday 

April 19 7:30 p.m. Good Friday 

April 21 7:00  Easter Sunrise Service 

9:00 & 11:00 Easter Worship 

 

 

 

 



On March 17th Marjorie Mills, on behalf 

of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, 

announced in worship that, beginning 

July 1st, our newly appointed pastor will 

be Pastor Judy Winston Thomas! A 

United Methodist pastor since 2004, 

Pastor Judy has accumulated a wealth of 

knowledge and experience serving as a 

preacher, pastor, teacher and evangelist 

since 1974. 

  

She is married to Elder Tyrone Thomas, a pastor and preacher in 

another denomination. She is also the proud mother of a daughter 

Lora, grandmother of four granddaughters, and great-grandmother 

of one girl.   

  

Pastor Judy has served several churches in the Western PA 

Conference, some of them at difficult times in their church history. 

She served with distinction and joy, seeing lives changed. Some 

came to know Christ, while others discovered their call to ministry 

and Christian service. Pastor Judy’s heartbeat is her love for God 

and her love for others.  

  

She earned her BA in Human Services from Geneva College of 

Beaver Falls, PA, and her M.Div. from United Theological 

Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. She was ordained an elder in 2011, and 

serves on several committees in the Western Pennsylvania Annual 

Conference. When Pastor Judy is not busy in ministry, she can be 

found spending time with her husband Elder Tyrone Thomas. 

 

As we prepare for Pastor Judy to join us in July, let’s covenant to 

pray for her as she completes her ministry with the churches she 

currently serves and as she looks forward to her new appointment 

with us. Pastor Judy, we look forward to serving with you in 

ministry! 
 
 
 
 



It’s Not About the Easter eggs or 

Bunnies.  It’s the hope that this season 

enfolds… 

Gods Blessings 

in Everyone’s Heart! 

Join Us On 

April 20th 11:30 to 12:30 

For Our Easter Festival. 

 

Activities, Stories, Crafts, Pizza Lunch 

and Egg Hunt Please  

 RSVP By April 13th 

To Miss Lynda at 412-835-6141 

 

 

 



 

Martha Circle 

 

 

Our meeting will be Wednesday, April 10th, 

in the Susana Wesley Room at 7:00. Don’t forget to bring a food 

item for SHIM. 

 

Regan Gray will be with us to tell us about her Mission of Peace 

trip to the Philippines. 

 

Matthew 28:6  “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 

and see the place where he lay.” 

 

Donna Hennen 

 

 

 

Men’s Group Rummage Sale 

May 11, 2019 

8 am to 2 pm 

In April we will begin collecting donations for our sale. Thank 

you for thinking of us as you are spring cleaning! 

 

 

 



We go in Peace 

 

Be the Peace!  1 Samuel 25:6 Thus you 

shall salute him: 'Peace be to you, and 

peace be to your house, peace be to all that 

you have.' 

 

“Be the Peace!” is our ASP theme for this summer.  The words 

will be on our ASP shirts, interwoven into our evening gatherings, 

included in our daily devotions, and written on our hearts as we 

spend a week in Appalachia building relationships and repairing 

homes.  How can someone ‘be’ the peace?   

A recent sermon reminded me that we are not the light, but we can 

be reflections of God’s light.  Even a small fragment of a broken 

mirror can reflect light into darkness.  When we serve others, we 

reflect light in the form of love, hope and peace.  We also honor 

God and bring positive change to the world, and ourselves.   

The benediction below was in our bulletin several months ago and 

we used it as a prayer during one of our ASP meetings.  I couldn’t 

locate the source to give proper credit, but I trust it’s OK to reflect 

on these words again as we plan our mission trip. 

Like a rock, God is under our feet. 

Like a roof, God is over our heads. 

Like the horizon, God is beyond us. 

Like water in a pitcher, God is within us and in the 

pouring out of us. 

Like a pebble in the sea, we are in God. 

Let us go into a world that is held in the hands of God and be 

changed and cause change wherever we go.  Amen. 

 

For more information on our ASP trip to Tennessee on June 9, go 

to www.ASPHome.org or contact Gloria Stephan 

gstephan57@gmail.com.  Peace be with you!   

 

http://www.asphome.org/
http://www.asphome.org/
mailto:gstephan57@gmail.com
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Presenting… 

Rachel Whitcomb in Concert with RML 

Jazz 
 

Join us for a music filled evening 

 

Sunday April 7th 7PM-8PM 

 

Tickets $10/adult  

$5/youth  

Kids free 

 

All proceeds benefit our Appalachia Service Project 

mission trip 

 

Rachel is a singer songwriter of Americana and country 

music 

She holds a Doctor of Education in Music Education and 

is an Associate Professor of Music Education at 

Duquesne University 

 

RML Jazz features Jeff Leonhardt on guitar, Glen Utsch 

on keyboard,  

Rick Laus on drums, and Mike Clancy on saxophone 

 



IMPORTANT – The April Book Club meeting 

will be on April 26th the fourth Friday of the month 

(instead of the third Friday which is Good Friday 

this year).  We’ll meet as usual at Panera at 7:30PM 

The April book selection is “Becoming” by 

Michelle Obama, an intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by 

the former First Lady of the United States. 

 “In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle 

Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling 

women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of 

America—the first African American to serve in that role—she 

helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in 

history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for 

women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically 

changing the ways that families pursue healthier and more active 

lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through 

some of its most harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed 

us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two 

down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.  

  

In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing 

storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, 

chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her 

childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an 

executive balancing the demands of motherhood and work, to her 

time spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring 

honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her 

disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as 

she has lived it—in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, 

wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of 

a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied 

expectations—and whose story inspires us to do the same.”  

www.amazon.com 
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Join us for the fifth and final ASP Bistro 

Sunday, April 7th, from 4:30PM-

6:30PM.The Men’s Group will be hosting  

“Got Beef?”  featuring their famous Roast 

Beef.  

 

Place Yankee Candle orders online through July 10 to support our 

ASP mission trip and we’ll get 40% of sales.  Use the Yankee 

Candle app, or http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com, choose 

Start Shopping and use group 990076281.   Online orders ship 

direct to you in 3-4 days.   

 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Gather your friends, form a team and test your knowledge of 

obscure facts! 

Saturday May 4 at 4 PM 

Tickets $10/adult or $5/youth 

First Bethel UMC- Founders Hall 

All proceeds benefit our Appalachia Service Project mission trip 

 

http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/
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 First Bethel UMC is blessed to have a 

wonderful group of laity who serve as our 

Shepherds, in ministry with our homebound 

members. The FBUMC Shepherds started 

their work in 1985, beginning with 

Thanksgiving dinners and evolving over 

time to become a visitation ministry. Our 

Shepherds currently visit approximately 10 

members and friends each month. A small gift is prepared each 

month for the visitors to take as a remembrance from the church. 

A heartfelt thank you to our Shepherds for their service: Donna 

Hennen, Lem Irick, Kathy and Rick Rickenbach, Lorna Schlutz, 

Terry Snead and Dorrie Walter! We also wish to thank Marilyn 

Kebe, Andrea Swift and Doris Woll for helping with the gifts, Lea 

Cook for bulletin announcements, King School Kids for the lovely 

cards and Martha Circle for helping to put together the gifts. 

Do you know someone who is homebound who would like a visit 

from one of our Shepherds? If you do, please contact Barb Dillon 

at 412-833-2991. 

Barb Dillon, Coordinator 

I would like to add a word of gratitude to Barb for coordinating 

this vital ministry! Kathy 

 

 



We’re Here to Serve! 

 

Lead Pastor, Rev. Kathy Clark                       

Office Manager, Valerie A. Szott                          

Music Director, Ruth Finlay                        

Organist, Phil Himmler                

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship, Lynda Pore     

KSK Office Administrator, Charlene Phillips     

     

For information on events taking place at First Bethel, 

please refer to this issue’s calendar and articles,  

our weekly bulletin, call the church office 

Monday through Friday, 

 9:30 am – 2:30 pm, at 412-835-0700. 

 

You can always check our website:  firstbethelumc.org 

 

The deadline for the April issue of the Kings Light is 10:00 a.m. on 

March 15, 2019.  Please have your article in on time to avoid the 

disappointment of not having it appear in the next edition.  Please 

contact the church office at 412-835-0700 if you have any 

questions.  Thanks! 

 
SHOP and Amazon will make a donation 
To First Bethel United Methodist Church. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
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