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The Pastor’s 

Notepad 

 

Friends, I can hardly believe 

that it has been nearly three 

months since I started as 

your interim pastor! Sharing 

in the celebration of Easter with you was a 

true gift from God. And now that we are in 

the part of the liturgical year that helps us 

LIVE Easter, I know it is time to work 

diligently to help you prepare for your new 

pastor, Rev. Judy Winston Thomas. 

There are many ways in which a household 

of faith prepares for such a transition. Our 

Trustees are busy getting the parsonage 

refreshed and ready. Our Staff Parish 

Relations Committee will be planning a 

welcome for Pastor Judy and thinking of the 

best ways for all of you to become 

acquainted. I am pulling together pieces of 

information that will help her “hit the 

ground running”. 

In our particular situation there is an 

additional way in which we will be 

preparing. As you know this will be First 

Bethel’s first cross-cultural appointment. 

Pastor Judy is African American. She has 

already served in cross-cultural 

appointments in her ministry. Our District 

Superintendent, D. S. Dawn Hand, is 

inviting us to gather here at church on June 

4th at 7:00 P.M. to meet Pastor Judy to 

begin our welcome of her as well as to have 

some discussions about the dynamics of a 

cross-cultural appointment. I am looking 

forward to this opportunity and hope that 

many of you will be in attendance for this 

important meeting. While the invitation is 

from D. S. Dawn, the meeting will be 

facilitated by Rev. Dianne Glave, the 

Coordinator of Diversity Development and 

Inclusion for the Western Pennsylvania 

Annual Conference. We are blessed to have 

such rich resources in our midst! 

In addition to this meeting I will be leading 

a workshop with our SPRC members and 

other church leadership on May 18th from 

9:00-1:00 to learn and to discuss our role in 

finding and honoring God’s presence as we, 

a predominantly white church, move 

forward into this new cross-cultural 

appointment with grace and integrity.  

In the meantime I will continue to be your 

pastor….with great joy and thanksgiving to 

God for each of you! 

 

Blessings,   

Kathy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ISAAC'S 

STORM :  A 

Man, a Time, 

and the 

Deadliest 

Hurricane in 

History -- September 8, 1900, began 

innocently in the seaside town of Galveston, 

Texas.  Even Isaac Cline, 

resident meteorologist for the 

U. S. Weather Bureau, failed 

to grasp the true meaning of 

the strange deep-sea swells 

and peculiar winds that 

greeted the city that morning.  Author  Erik 

Larson blends science and history to tell the 

story of Galveston, its people, and the 

hurricane that devastated them.  Drawing on 

hundreds of personal reminiscences of the 

storm, Larson follows individuals through 

the fateful day and the storm's aftermath.   
Larson is the author of five national 

bestsellers, including The Devil in the 

White City, In the Garden of Beasts and 

Dead Wake, all of which are available on 

our Library shelves.   

 

THE BOY WHO KNEW TOO 

MUCH -- “Mommy, I used to be a tall 

baseball  player.”  The words came from a 

2-year-old boy who, the book says, 

remembered himself as baseball legend Lou 

Gehrig.  The author of this  227-page 

memoir is the child’s mother.  She said the 

youngster’s stunning revelations sent her on 

a journey to find answers to the mystery.  

How  could a toddler remember being 

Gehrig in another lifetime (the 1920s and 

'30s)?  The boy, an avid baseball player and 

fan, is Christian Haupt.  His mom is Cathy 

Byrd.  After she posted a YouTube video of 

Christian, he became a celebrity.  At age 4, 

he threw the first pitch at a Major League 

game.  The book’s subtitle is An 

Astounding True Story of a Young Boy’s 

Past-Life Memories.  A movie is planned 

by 20th Century Fox.  The book’s reviews 

have ranged from high praise to skepticism.  

Kirkus Reviews called it “An eclectic mix of 

mystery, memoir and the supernatural.”                                                         

     

 --- 

These two books are among the latest 

donated to our Library. We are so thankful. 

 

                             **Your Library Staff** 

 

Outreach Committee 

 

If you are looking for a way 

to honor or remember a loved 

one this Father's Day look no 

further. The Outreach 

committee is offering a unique way to do 

this. CWS (Church World Service) has a 

catalog from which to choose a gift to be 

purchased and donated to a family or village 

in an underdeveloped country. We were 

looking for tools or seeds to be 

purchased.  Watch the bulletin for more 

information the first two Sundays in June. 

 
Our next Daily Bread is Sunday June 23.  If 

you are interested in helping out with this 

mission please call Sally Irick at 412-833-

9324. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/exact-author=Larson%2c%20Erik/$%7B0%7D
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/exact-author=Larson%2c%20Erik/$%7B0%7D


Meal Train 
 

 
Never in my wildest 

dreams did I think my family would be the 

recipients of a Meal Train.  Our Church 

sustained my family the entire month of 

January with delicious tacos, pot roast, 

chicken, soup, and lasagna.  We welcomed 

each meal with gratitude and relief.  It was 

one less stress on Terry and me to know we 

were fed and nourished.   Thank you. 

 

If the term "Meal Train" is new to you here's 

a summary from an article I wrote in 2017. 

 

A Meal Train - What's that?! 

You might be wondering what is a Meal 

Train and how is this important ministry 

woven into the fabric that makes up First 

Bethel?  Just like a freight or passenger 

train, food links us together.  Everyone must 

eat to sustain life.   From Psalm 107:9 "For 

He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry 

with good things."  A home-cooked meal 

delivered to a Church Member can satisfy 

and sustain them during both a challenging 

time or a celebratory time in life.  No train is 

too small or too big.  What makes a train 

strong is its links together.   

 

How it works:   

Provide Catherine Taylor your email. No 

email - no problem please pass along your 

phone number.  When the need arises a 

Meal Train will be created and an email will 

be sent.  You sign up for a day and time that 

is convenient, prepare the meal and deliver 

to your Church Family member.  Not 

available this time around - don't 

worry!  There will be plenty of 

opportunities.   

 

 

Who is it for: 

EVERYONE!  Have a new baby?  Meal 

Train.  Loved one in the hospital? Meal 

Train.  Recovering from surgery, illness, a 

bad fall?  Meal Train.  Kitchen being gutted 

and you have no stove or microwave?  Why 

not! Meal Train.  Please help me connect to 

those in our Church Family by reaching out 

to me to schedule a meal train.  It takes me 5 

minutes to set up the desired dates, times, 

likes, dislikes and send it out.  If I don't 

know you need help - WE cannot lend a 

helping hand and be the strongly linked 

train. 

Together we can nourish the mind, body, 

and soul. 

Catherine Taylor - 

catherineweiltaylor@gmail.com - cell 

phone:  412-519-3035 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:catherineweiltaylor@gmail.com


 

 

ASP Updates 

By Gloria Stephan 

 

The five ASP Bistros were an enormous 

success again this year.  Folks of all ages 

participated, and great things happened as 

we broke bread together to support the ASP 

ministry. We served 547 delicious meals and 

received $4600 in donations towards our 

June 

trip.  

 

 Thank you to each person that gave of their 

time and talents.  We are grateful.  Please 

know that you all go with us in spirit when 

we head out on June 9th.  You have made 

ASP possible with your generous support.  

Our M&M container fundraiser is in full 

swing.  Grab a container of mini-M&M’s, 

enjoy the candy and then return the 

container filled with coins, cash or a check 

by May 26th and help us fund our trip!  

The ASP Teams will be heading to 

Washington County Tennessee and 

staying at the Towne Acres Elementary 

School in Johnson City, Tennessee.  There is 

still room at this location the week of June 9, 

and ASP is offering a discounted volunteer 

rate of $225 to “fill the gaps”.  Let us know 

soon if God is nudging you or someone you 

know to travel to Appalachia for a week of 

relationship building and home repair.  

Contact me at gstephan57@gmail.com.   

 

MEN’S GROUP RUMMAGE 

SALE 

May 11, 2019 

8:00 A. M.  to 1:30 P. M.  

We have begun collecting donations for 

our sale. Please bring your donations to 

Founders Hall. Thank you for thinking of 

us as you are spring cleaning! 

 

YOUTH GROUP CAR WASH 

May 11, 2019 

9:00 A. M. to 1:00 

P. M. 

 

 

YOUTH WORSHIP SERVICE 

May 19, 2019 

9:00 & 11:00 

On Sunday, May 19th, we will be led 

in worship by our youth. Regan 

Gray will offer the day’s message as 

she shares her trip to the 

Philippines with us. We are blessed 

with wonderful young people who 

are both planning and leading our 

day’s worship. 

mailto:gstephan57@gmail.com


May Book Club 

 

The book selection for 

the May 17th Book Club 

meeting is: 

The Boy Who Knew Too 

Much: An Astounding 

True Story of a Young 

Boy's Past-Life Memories by Cathy Byrd 

  

“At the tender age of two, baseball prodigy 

Christian Haupt began sharing vivid 

memories of being a baseball player in the 

1920s and ’30s. From riding cross-country 

on trains, to his fierce rivalry with Babe 

Ruth, Christian described historical facts 

about the life of American hero and baseball 

legend Lou Gehrig that he could not 

have possibly known at the time. 

Distraught by her son’s uncanny revelations, 

Christian’s mother, Cathy, embarked on a 

sacred journey of discovery that would 

shake her beliefs to the core and forever 

change her views on life and death. 

In this compelling and heartwarming 

memoir, Cathy Byrd shares her remarkable 

experiences, the lessons she learned as she 

searched to find answers to this great 

mystery, and a story of healing in the lives 

of these intertwined souls. 

The Boy Who Knew Too Much will inspire 

even the greatest skeptics to consider the 

possibility that love never dies.” From 

www.Amazon.com 

 

 

 

We’re Here to Serve! 

 

Lead Pastor, Rev. Kathy Clark                       

Office Manager, position to be filled                          

Music Director, Ruth Finlay                        

Organist, Phil Himmler                

Director of KSK and Children’s 

Fellowship, Lynda Pore     

KSK Office Administrator, Charlene 

Phillips     

     

For information on events taking place at 

First Bethel, 

please refer to this issue’s calendar and 

articles,  

our weekly bulletin, call the church office 

Monday through Friday, 

 9:30 am – 2:30 pm, at 412-835-0700. 

 

You can always check our website:  

firstbethelumc.org 

 

The deadline for the June issue of the Kings 

Light is 10:00 a.m. on May , 2019.  Please 

have your article in on time to avoid the 

disappointment of not having it appear in the 

next edition.  Please contact the church office 

at 412-835-0700 if you have any questions.  

Thanks! 

 
SHOP and Amazon 
will make a donation 
To First Bethel 

United Methodist Church. 
https://smile.amazon.c
om/ch/25-1102686 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686


MAY THE 4TH BE 

WITH YOU! 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUNDRAISER  

FOR ASP MISSION 

TRIP 

SATURDAY MAY 4TH    

5PM-7:30PM 

FIRST BETHEL UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

5901 LIBRARY ROAD  

BETHEL PARK, PA  15102 

$10 TO JOIN A TEAM 

NAMED FOR A STAR WARS 

CHARACTER 

TWENTY DIFFERENT 

CATEGORIES OF TRIVIA 

 

1ST 2ND & 3RD PLACE PRIZES 

RADIO SONG CONTEST AT 

HALFTIME  

TWO GREAT DOOR PRIZES 

 

FUN SNACKS & DRINKS 

INCLUDED 

 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT OUR 

ASP MISSION TRIP TO 

TENNESSEE JUNE 9 
 


