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WELCOME PASTOR 

JUDY! 

This month we 

welcome Pastor Judy 

Winston Thomas as our newly 

appointed pastor. Welcome, Pastor 

Judy! We look forward to living in 

faith and ministry with you! 

A United Methodist pastor since 

2004, Pastor Judy has accumulated a 

wealth of knowledge and experience 

serving as a preacher, pastor, teacher 

and evangelist since 1974. 

  

She is married to Elder Tyrone 

Thomas, a pastor and preacher in 

another denomination. She is also the 

proud mother of a daughter Lora, 

grandmother of four granddaughters, 

and great-grandmother of one girl.   

  

Pastor Judy has served several 

churches in the Western PA 

Conference, some of them at difficult 

times in their church history. She 

served with distinction and joy, seeing 

lives changed. Some came to know 

Christ, while others discovered their 

call to ministry and Christian service. 

  

Pastor Judy’s heartbeat is her love for 

God and her love for others.  

  

She earned her BA in Human 

Services from Geneva College of 

Beaver Falls, PA, and her M.Div. 

from United Theological Seminary in 

Dayton, Ohio. She was ordained an 

elder in 2011, and serves on several 

committees in the Western 

Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  

 When Pastor Judy is not busy in 

ministry, she can be found spending 

time with her husband Elder Tyrone 

Thomas.  

 

 

PastorJudy@firstbethelumc.org and 

cell number: 412-609-8003 

 

 

mailto:PastorJudy@firstbethelumc.org


REPORT ON ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE, by Lea Cook 

I was given the opportunity this year 

to serve our church as a lay delegate 

to The Western Pennsylvania Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist 

Church, which was held at Grove City 

College from June 6 through June 8.  

This was my first time at the 

Conference and I am truly in 

awe of the amazing organization that 

has to go into this event. 

 

The role of lay delegates is to 

understand and communicate what 

happens at the Annual  

Conference to their congregation.  

The Conference sessions include 

reports of past and ongoing 

work, adoption of future goals, 

programs and budgets, ordination of 

clergy members as deacons 

and elders, and election of delegates 

to Jurisdictional and General 

Conferences (every 4 years). 

Our Bishop Cynthia Moore Koi-Koi 

presided over the meetings.  A 

detailed description of Conference 

daily proceedings and legislative 

actions can be accessed at 

www.wpaumc.org/AC, but here I'll 

give you just a few experiences that 

were especially meaningful to me. 

 

This year's Conference was titled 

WPA Chic: Dressed For Fishing.  The 

theme is in reference to Luke 5:1-11, 

the passage where Jesus gets into 

Peter's boat to teach the crowds and 

later asks Peter, who had caught no 

fish all night, to go out into the deep 

and cast out his nets again ... this time 

with an overwhelming catch of fish.  

Just as Jesus gave Peter a new 

vocation, that he would now be 

fishing instead for the souls of men, 

our Bishop, in her State of The 

Church Address, challenged us as 

disciples to "cast out into the deep in 

our ministries in answer to the call of 

Christ to become fishers of people 

and to spread the good news of Jesus 

Christ.     

 

Each day started at 8:00 a.m. with a 

bible study led by Dr.Yung Suk Kim.  

Dr. Kim is a Korean-American 

biblical scholar specializing in the 

New Testament and early 

Christianity.  I loved these bible 

studies!  Dr. Kim is a very passionate 

speaker and teacher.  He made Luke 

5:1-11 come alive as he walked 

through various themes found in the 

text and how to apply them to 

everyday life today.  You can watch 

videos of these bible studies prepared 

by a team of the WPAUMC at Yung 

Suk Kim, PhD (Official Page) 

drkimys.blogspot.com 



The evening Ordination and 

Commissioning Service is an 

inspiring ceremony, which begins 

with a procession of the flag of each 

District followed by many pastors 

attending Conference, all dressed in 

beautiful robes and stoles.  On Friday 

evening we attended a Celebration of 

the Retiring Class of  Pastors and got 

to see our Pastor Tom as he was 

celebrated for his 32 years of service 

in the ministry.  The music provided 

by the Robert E. Harper Men's chorus, 

the Mary Kay Kennedy Chorale, and 

the Herman L. Scharpf Memorial 

Choir made these celebrations all the 

more moving. 

 

I learned so much about the hard work 

and decision-making that comes with 

our Annual Conference.  If you ever 

have this opportunity, I highly 

recommend that you GO!! 

 

ALICE SWAN MEMORIAL 

If you would like to contribute to the 

memorial fund for the library for 

Alice Swan, contributions are always 

welcome. Please just mark your 

donation “Library: Swan Memorial”. 

At the time of Alice’s passing, her 

sons, Keith and Todd, named our 

library as their wish for memorial 

donations. 

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

With the arrival of Patty Willmott as 

our new Office Manager we have 

established new office hours. Open 

office hours will be Monday, Tuesday 

and Thursday from 10 am – 3 pm. 

Although Patty will be working in 

addition to these hours, we are trying 

to create a balance between open 

hours and “quiet” hours during which 

Patty can concentrate on larger 

projects. ALWAYS call in the event 

of an emergency. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Mark Your 

Calendars! 

 Our Church 

Picnic  

 

Will Be At 4:00 On 

September 29th At  

Peters Wood Park 

If You Are Interested In Helping With 

Planning Please See Lynda P 

 



Save the Dates 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday July 15 – Friday 

July 18 

First Bethel United Methodist Church 

5901 Library Road  Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.FirstBethelUMC.org  

Do you know a family that would like 

to be invited to hear the Word of 

God? We have room at our VBS! 

Invite them to register! Please help us 

spread the Word! 

 

LIBRARY NEWS  

--  

From Marietta to 

Cambodia 

 
We’ve added many 

popular books recently, 

including these four: 

THE PIONEERS by two-time 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 

David McCullough, a Pittsburgh 

native, is focused on the settlement of 

Marietta, Ohio, the first town in what 

was then known as the American 

northwest.  McCullough sheds new 

light on history in this story of 

pioneers who faced “incredible 

hardships.” Much of it is based on 

their letters and journals. The book 

covers the period from 1787 to 1863.  

We now have five books by 

McCullough. 

 

SEND DOWN THE RAIN is a novel 

of heartbreak, hope, love and second 

chances by Charles Martin, one of 

First Bethel’s favorite authors. The 

characters include a Vietnam vet, 

living in the woods and struggling 

with PTSD, a tormented widow from 

his past, and an  illegal immigrant 

trying to keep her children safe.  We 

also have five books by Martin.   

 

US AGAINST YOU - Beartown’s 

hardworking people hope their 

beloved youth hockey team will win 

national honors. But they are shocked 

to learn the team will be disbanded. 

The news is devastating in the small 

Swedish town, which is  struggling to 

survive. This is much more than a  

story about hockey.  A reviewer said 

it’s really  “a tale of all that it is to be 

human.” This is our fourth book by 

Fredrik Backman. 

 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/


THE RENT COLLECTOR An old 

woman who collects rent 

from people living at a  

waste dump in Cambodia is 

despised and often drunk. 

But she has a secret and it’s 

discovered by Sang Ly, a young 

mother whose family survives by 

selling things picked out of the dump. 

Sang Ly’s unexpected relationship 

with the collector enables her to find a 

better life and save her ailing child 

from ignorance and poverty.  Booklist 

described this as “a beautifully told 

story about the perseverance of the 

human spirit.” 

-- Your Library Staff – 

 Welcome back 

to our 2019 ASP Mission Team! 

 

Twenty-eight 

volunteers 

representing First 

Bethel just returned 

home from 

Washington County, Tennessee.   

Projects included replacing porch 

steps, underpinning, roof repair on a 

mobile home, and enclosing an 

outdoor laundry room.  Blessings 

included the hospitality offered by 

new friends in Johnson City, cool 

weather, singing through the 

rainstorms, van ride sing-a-longs, 

fellowship with church folks, building 

relationships with a new volunteer 

group from Florida, and eating lots of 

ice cream, yogurt and good food.   

There were transformational 

experiences all week, and folks are 

already talking about next year.  You 

can see it’s not all about the 

construction.  It’s about an immersive 

week in Appalachia, meeting people 

right where they are, stretching your 

horizons, facing your fears, opening 

yourself up to new possibilities to be 

in relationship and service with 

others.  Each person grew through 

their experiences and we’re praying 

that God continues to work in each of 

us as we return home, granting us 

Shalom so that we may “Be the 

Peace”.     

Don’t miss the chance to go on ASP 

next year.  In September, we’ll be 

selecting our week of service for 2020 

based on the preferences of the youth 

and their families.  If you’re 

interested, make sure Gloria Stephan 

has your contact information.  Shalom 

to you my friend.   



ASP REFLECTIONS 

By Sarah Kobylinski 

Psalm 37:23 reads: 

“The steps of a good 

man are ordered by the 

Lord, And He delights in his way” 

Our project was straightforward: 

construct a new set of steps onto an 

existing porch.  Our site was 

beautiful, and our team worked 

alongside another group this past 

week for Ms. Vicky, a very special 

homeowner in Johnson City, 

Tennessee. 

So after completing the framework of 

our stair assembly, each of us signed 

our names into the base of the ledger 

board; it’s a way for adults and youth 

alike to sign off on their hard work . . 

. but more importantly, I think it’s 

meant to serve as a reminder that each 

of us left a part of ourselves in 

Tennessee.  It was Ms. Vicky, our 

homeowner, who responded to our 

mission with the words of King David 

as she etched this biblical verse above 

our names and into our hearts. 

These are the moments that make 

ASP more than just a construction 

project: yes, measurements and 

lumber and tools are invaluable to our 

mission.  But it’s not always about the 

process—it’s about being the peace or 

answering God’s call to action, and 

even more so, it’s about carrying 

God’s word back to Pittsburgh.  Our 

mission and faith does not end in 

Tennessee, we left a part of ourselves 

there, yes, but as travelers and 

servants of the Lord, we continue to 

share God’s peace at home.  As Phil 

pointed out, we are like the leaves of a 

tree—each piece and each leaf is 

different, and we might blow in 

different directions, but we still 

belong to the same beautiful 

landscape and something that is much 

bigger than ourselves. 

If we continue with the words of King 

David, Psalm 37:24 reads “Though he 

fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; 

For the Lord upholds him with this 

hand”  

The Lord holds each of us up every 

day. I know this to be personally true 

because of the patience, joy, and love 

I experienced with the adults, youth, 

and Ms. Vicky on this journey. Each 

person added a new layer of “self” to 

my being.  This was my second year 

on ASP but first time serving as a 

leader alongside Jay Zeminski who 

coached and coaxed me to understand 

important differences between wood 

pieces, yes, but more importantly, to 

be patient with myself in the process.  

The youth kept me young and light-

hearted, and Ms. Vicky kept me 

grounded with her love and food.  Her 



hardships were many, and yet, she 

embodied the peace with each of us 

this week as she not only joined our 

picnic lunches but supplied the food 

for them!  Homemade chicken salad 

sandwiches, brownies, blondies and a 

special cake filled our tummies and 

our hearts.  What a joy there is in 

fellowship and food.  

These are the layers of love Christ 

calls us to and delights in.  These are 

our steps: We all fall in life, yes, but 

Christ makes sure we don’t stay there.  

He lifts us up, holds our hands, and 

plants us with peace. 

 

From Pastor Kathy: 

First Bethel Family, I cannot find the 

words to tell you how much I love 

you and how much serving you in 

these months has meant to me. To be 

part of this household of faith has 

been a blessing beyond measure. 

Thank you for holding me close in 

prayer, ministry and fellowship in 

these months and allowing be to do 

the same for you. I thank God for you 

and for this time. I will always 

remember you. Holding you in the 

Light, now and always,    

Pastor Kathy 

 

We received this 

lovely note from one 

of the Johnson City 

volunteers who 

worked on a team with some of our 

ASP volunteers. Without a doubt a 

similar note could have been written 

about all 28 of our volunteers! Thank 

you Regan, Lilly, Will and James for 

representing! 

Dear First Bethel United Methodist 

Congregation, 

I had the distinct pleasure to meet and 

work with several of your youth at the 

Appalachian Service Project in 

Tennessee. I was very impressed with 

these young adults, their energy, their 

willingness to help and try new work 

tasks and their maturity. I want to 

make sure that the congregation knew 

how well Regan, Lilly, Will and 

James represented your church. 

For those in the congregation that 

support your youth financially, your 

investment is paying huge dividends. 

To enable your youth to help others 

and to share Christian kindness is 

certainly a reflection of our Savior.  

Yours in Christ, 

Frank de Nobriga 

 

 

 



JULY AND AUGUST  

BOOK CLUB 

Book Club meets at 7:30PM on the 

third Friday of the month at Panera 

Bread in South Park Shops.    

July:  Little Fires 

Everywhere,  by 

Celest Ng  

In Shaker Heights, a 

placid, progressive 

suburb of Cleveland, 

everything is 

planned—from the layout of the 

winding roads, to the colors of the 

houses, to the successful lives its 

residents will go on to lead. And no 

one embodies this spirit more than 

Elena Richardson, whose guiding 

principle is playing by the rules. 

Enter Mia Warren—an enigmatic 

artist and single mother—who arrives 

in this idyllic bubble with her 

teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a 

house from the Richardsons. Soon 

Mia and Pearl become more than 

tenants: all four Richardson children 

are drawn to the mother-daughter 

pair. But Mia carries with her a 

mysterious past and a disregard for 

the status quo that threatens to upend 

this carefully ordered community. 

When old family friends of the 

Richardsons attempt to adopt a 

Chinese-American baby, a custody 

battle erupts that dramatically divides 

the town—and puts Mia and Elena on 

opposing sides.  Suspicious of Mia 

and her motives, Elena is determined 

to uncover the secrets in Mia’s past. 

But her obsession will come at 

unexpected and devastating costs.  

Little Fires Everywhere explores the 

weight of secrets, the nature of art and 

identity, and the ferocious pull of 

motherhood—and the danger of 

believing that following the rules can 

avert disaster. 

August:  Smoketown 

The Untold Story of 

the Other Great 

Black Renaissance, 

by Mark Whitaker 

Today black 

Pittsburgh is known 

as the setting for August Wilson’s 

famed plays about noble, but doomed, 

working-class citizens. But this 

community once had an impact on 

American history that rivaled the far 

larger black worlds of Harlem and 

Chicago. It published the most widely 

read black newspaper in the country, 

urging black voters to switch from the 

Republican to the Democratic Party, 

and then rallying black support for 

World War II. It fielded two of the 

greatest baseball teams of the Negro 

Leagues and introduced Jackie 

Robinson to the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

Pittsburgh was the childhood home of 



jazz pioneers Billy Strayhorn, Billy 

Eckstine, Earl Hines, Mary Lou 

Williams, and Erroll Garner; Hall of 

Fame slugger Josh Gibson—and 

August Wilson himself. Some of the 

most glittering figures of the era were 

changed forever by the time they 

spent in the city, from Joe Louis and 

Satchel Paige to Duke Ellington and 

Lena Horne. 

 

Mark Whitaker’s Smoketown is a 

“rewarding trip to a forgotten special 

place and time” (Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette). It depicts how ambitious 

Southern migrants were drawn to a 

steel-making city on a strategic river 

junction; how they were shaped by its 

schools and a spirit of commerce with 

roots in the Gilded Age; and how their 

world was eventually destroyed by 

industrial decline and urban renewal. 

“Smoketown brilliantly offers us a 

chance to see this other Black 

Renaissance and spend time with the 

many luminaries who sparked it…It’s 

thanks to such a gifted storyteller as 

Whitaker that this forgotten chapter of 

American history can finally be told 

in all its vibrancy and glory” (The 

New York Times Book Review 

 

     

 

 

Summer Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am  Faithlink Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship Service 

Fellowship Time follows worship 

 

We’re Here to Serve! 

Lead Pastor, Pastor Judy Winston Thomas 

Office Manager, Patty Willmott 

Music Director, Ruth Finlay 

Organist, Phil Himmler 

Director of KSK and Children’s 

Fellowship, Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator, Charlene 

Phillips 

Custodian, Jessica Booker 

 

For information on events taking place at 

First Bethel, 

please refer to this issue’s calendar and 

articles, 

our weekly bulletin, call the church office 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm, at 412-835-0700. 

 

You can always check our website:  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org 

 

The deadline for the September issue of the 

Kings Light is 10:00 a.m. on August 15 , 

2019.  Please have your article in on time to 

avoid the disappointment of not having it 

appear in the next edition.  Please contact the 

church office at 412-835-0700 if you have 

any questions.  Thanks! 

 
SHOP and Amazon 

will make a donation 
To First Bethel 

United Methodist Church. 
 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 

 

 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
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