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Dearly Beloved 

As I write this letter, Thanksgiving Day has 
now past, opening the way to the season of Advent and finally 
Christmas.  All of our schedules change and adapt to make way for 
the holiday activities. “Holiday” – or, for us who are people of faith, 
“Holy Day” celebrations can sometimes get in the way of what we 
are trying to honor or celebrate.  The holiness of the day can easily 
be obliterated by the busyness – or even the special-ness of our 
activities.  This happens quite a lot at Christmas: Jesus is 
completely lost in the craziness of the parties, gift buying, giving 
and receiving. We the people of faith know that Jesus is the real 
reason for the season. Without Christ there is no Christmas, after 
all it is his birthday. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. (Isaiah 9:6; NIV) 
 
As we make preparation for the quickly approaching “Holy Day” of 
“Christmas”, let us shout it from the house of top, the real reason 
for this season, Jesus Christ is born. God so loved us that God gave 
us the greatest gift of all, Jesus. Jesus came to us, to bring us 
Hope, Love, Peace and Joy.   
 
We would also like to invite you, your family and friends to one of 
our Christmas Eve Service on December 24, 2019 at 4pm, 7pm, or 
10pm.   
 
I would like to wish you and yours the a very Merry Christmas and 
a Blessed New Years.  
 
In Christ's Love,  

Pastor Judy 



LIBRARY NEWS -- Christmas Reading 

 

It’s always fun to put books, like these, on display at 

this special time of the year: 

 

A SHEPHERD’S SONG – This story is set in snowy 

Pittsburgh.  It features Tom Shepherd, a university 

student who unexpectedly becomes a hero – an honor he 

does not deserve.  Tom, an atheist and sometimes a liar, 

falls for Gloria, a devout Catholic.  As he becomes 

involved with her, and a 4-year-old boy with leukemia, 

Tom begins to change his ways.  Reviewers said this 310-page book, by Janice Lane Palko of 

Pittsburgh, will put you in the holiday mood and “set your soul to singing.”   

 

HOME BY ANOTHER WAY: A Christmas Story – This is a new look at the journey of the 

wise men to see Baby Jesus.  The 40-page book by Episcopal priest and bestselling author 

Barbara Brown Taylor has beautiful pictures. It is recommended for children 8-10. 

  

A TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS MIRACLES:  True Stories of God’s Presence.  By 

inspirational storyteller Karen Kingsbury. 

    

THE POLAR EXPRESS – A magical North Pole adventure.  This 1985 book  is widely 

considered a classic. (And families everywhere have seen the 2004 movie, with the sleigh bell 

that only children hear.) 

 

THE LITTLEST REINDEER – His name is Rory and he goes on the sleigh ride of his life. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE MORNING  -- Children (and adults) have enjoyed this Pearl 

Buck classic for decades.  The artwork is stunning.  It’s fun trying to find the hidden pictures in 

the clouds. 

  

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS --  How could this happen?  

 

HOW TO CATCH SANTA – If you can catch Santa on Christmas Eve, then what?   Do you 

ask him questions?  What will you tell him?  This is a cute and funny picture book.  32 pages.  

Ages 4-8. 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR LIBRARY STAFF – We now have more than 83 Christmas books.  

WOW!  Our sincere thanks to everyone at First Bethel who has helped us with this wonderful 

collection.  MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!  

 

 



 

Twelve Months of ASP  

By Gloria Stephan 

 

 

How does this happen?  We get back from our ASP trip and dive into a summer filled 

with vacations, cookouts, fireworks, band camps, weddings…….you name it.  And 

before you know it, it’s back to school!  Follow that with football games and bonfires, 

then blink and it’s Thanksgiving.  And now, Christmas is right around the corner.  Whew. 

You’ve heard me say it takes the whole church the entire year to make ASP happen, 

and it’s true.  During this season of giving thanks and giving gifts please keep the ASP 

ministry in mind.  I know there are many families in central Appalachia that are thankful 

to have warmer, safer and drier homes this year.  The ASP volunteers are always 

thankful for the opportunity to be in relationship and service for that one summer week 

and we can’t do it without lots of support.  We are always grateful for the many 

generous gifts of time and funds that are the foundation of our trip.   

There are many ways you can support the ASP ministry.  One way is with gifts 

requested on our ASP Construction Tree.  It’s making an early appearance this year 

because we’ve used up all the gift cards that were given in the past.  Remember if you 

purchase gift cards from the Youth, then donate them to us for ASP, everybody wins!   

You can also simply add ASP to your offering envelope, and any amount is appreciated.  

Some choose to quietly give $10 or more every week or so, and it adds up quickly.  You 

can sponsor a youth registration for $50, pay a $100/day van rental fee, or give $20 

towards safety gear like dust masks.  Every contribution matters.   

And please don’t forget to offer prayers for the ASP ministry, we need those too! 

Our trip is scheduled for Tennessee the week of June 14, 2020.  Registrations and non-

refundable deposits ($50/youth or $100/adult) are due by February 3 and more 

information is available at http://www.ASPHome.org or by contacting Gloria Stephan at 

gstephan57@gmail.com  

Don’t wait – June will be here before you know it!   

 

 

 

 

http://www.asphome.org/
mailto:gstephan57@gmail.com


                                      
 

 

Evening 
Sunday December 1st at 4:30 

We will start the evening with a covered-dish dinner, with ham being prepared 
by the 

 wonderful ladies of Martha’s Circle! 
Please bring a dish to share. 

After dinner, we will move to 

 Founder’s Hall for crafts. 

We will end the evening with a 
carol sing in the sanctuary!!! 

 

Please sign up in the Narthex. 

 

 

From the first Bethel UMC Staff 

We would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha Circle 

Please join us Wednesday December 4th at 6:00 PM 

In the Susanna Wesley Room 

We will be decorating the Christmas tree in the room and enjoying 
our annual Christmas party.  

We give our thanks to God for the birth of Jesus, our Savior. 

   Luke 2:11 for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

            who is Christ the Lord.          

We wish everyone a blessed and Merry Christmas, as well as a very 
Happy, healthy and safe new year.  Peace to all, 

        Donna Hennen 

 

SHIM 

Please Donate for the 
holidays!  Christmas is 
Coming soon, thanks! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Pageant rehearsal 

December 7th 11:30 to 12:30 

                                        Join us for Games, Crafts, Treats and a Pizza Lunch! 

Come and Celebrate 

The Real Meaning of Christmas…       

Jesus’ Birthday, 

RSVP to Miss Lynda by  

December 4th 412-835-6141 

 

The Children and Youth will present the 
annual Christmas pageant on December 
8th at the 11:00 service.  Please come and 

hear their message! 

 

 



Sunday  Schedule 

  9:00 am       Worship Service 

10:00 am  Sunday School for Children and Youth     

10:15 am  FaithLink 

10:15 am       Adult Sunday School   

11:00 am  Worship Service 

 

Fellowship Time follows worship 

 

Were Here to Serve! 

Lead Pastor, Pastor Judy Winston Thomas 

Office Manager, Patty Willmott 

Music Director, Ruth Finlay 

Organist, Phil Himmler 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship, Lynda Pore 

                                     KSK Office Administrator, Charlene Phillips    

                                                       Custodian, Terry Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 
First Bethel United Methodist Church. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW DEADLINE 

The deadline for the January issue of the Kings Light is 12:00 p.m. on January  20 , 2019.  

Please have your article in on time to avoid the disappointment of not having it appear in the next 

edition.  Please contact the church office at 412-835-0700 if you have any questions.  Thanks! 

 

For information on events taking place at First Bethel,please refer to this issue’s calendar and 

articles,our weekly bulletin, call the church office Monday -Friday, 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm, at 412-835-0700. 

You can always check our website:  firstbethelumc.org 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686

