
King’s Light                            

February 2020 
 
Dearly Beloved,  
 

February 9, 2020 is a very important day in the life of our church. It is a day in 
which we make a vow to the Lord with our pledges to support the ministry and 

work of our church. Your financial support is a necessity for our existence as a 
church and our ability to do ministry.  
The giving of money to the church, is a very delicate subject for many people. 

This subject was not so with Jesus. Jesus was not shy talking about money. It 
is said by experts, that Jesus spoke more about money than he spoke about 
our salvation. Giving should not be something that is negative, rather 

something that we should be excited about. We should be excited about the 
opportunity that God gives us and the means by which we can give support to 

our church and the work of God’s ministry. The scriptures tell us to be cheerful 
givers. “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Every man 
according as he purposed in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7” NIV. It further tells 

us that it is more blessed to give than receive.  
 
Each of have made a vow to the Lord in our membership to give our time, 

talent, resources, prayers and witness. Every organization that we are 
members of has with it a financial obligation. You may be a member of local 

gym, social club, or some other organization but each of them requires some 
financial obligation which allows them to operate their organization. We at First 
Bethel UMC need your support. When you give to God, God gives to you with 

the same measure that you give. “Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Luke 6:38 
(NIV)  
 

There is so much more that I would desire to say about our responsibly and 
blessing to give to our church, but I will share more on February 9th.  

Please me reminded that when you give to your church, you are not giving to 
man you are giving to God. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. Malachi 3:10 
 
Please complete your pledge card and preferably bring and if unable mail your 

pledge by February 9, 2020.  
 
 

In God’s Service  

Pastor Judy 



 

 

         

 

 
LIBRARY NEWS –   A beautiful book -- for everyone. 

 

THE BOY, THE MOLE, THE FOX AND THE HORSE 

At first glance, you think this is a picture book for children.  But it is “for 

everyone, whether you are eighty or eight.”   

It’s a book with a different look.  The story is told in handwriting, not in 

regular type.  The author’s pen-and-ink drawings are enchanting. There are 

more than 100 of them. 

This 128-page bestseller, by British artist Charlie Mackesy,  is now in our Library.  The Daily 

Mail in London called it the “publishing sensation” of 2019, a timely tale in a “world rife with 

criticism and cruelty, particularly on social media.”  

The four characters have an unlikely friendship in this fable of love, kindness and hope.  The boy 

is full of questions, like “What do we do when our hearts hurt?”  The mole talks a lot and likes 

cake. The quiet fox has been hurt by life.  The horse is big and gentle. 

As they wander together, the conversation is fascinating, and meaningful:  “Tears fall for a 

reason, and they are strength, not weakness.” “Always remember you matter … and you bring 

into this world things no one else can.” “Isn’t it odd we can only see our outsides but nearly 

everything happens on the inside?” 

The storyteller said he sees himself in all four of the characters and “perhaps you can, too.” 

 

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR  

We added 55 books to our Library in 2019.  Recent additions include two Pulitzer Prize winners.  

A few others are recommended for Bible study.  Many are for children.  It is always a special 

pleasure to see these checked out, and when youngsters come in and look them over – on the 

bottom shelves.  We are grateful to so many of you who have donated books or let us in on a 

good read we should add to our collection. 

      ~Your Library Staff~    

  

   

 



 

 

Trivia Night Returns  

By Gloria Stephan 

 

 

 

Question:  What is a great way to spend that extra Saturday night we get in 2020?   

Answer:    The second annual Trivia Night fundraiser for ASP on   

Saturday, February 29th at 5PM. 

That’s right – it’s on Leap Day and what else would be more fun than spending that 

extra time testing your knowledge of obscure facts with friends and family?   

Put together a team of 8-10 folks and compete for fun prizes.  Tickets are $10 and all 

proceeds will go to fund our Appalachia Service Project mission trip to Tennessee on 

June 14, 2020.   Our professional host will again be Matt Stanton of Total Quiz.   

Meanwhile, check out the ASP Construction Tree.  Take a tag with a request for an item 

we need for our trip.  If you purchase gift cards from the Youth, then donate them to us 

for ASP, everybody wins!  Watch for new items to be added as our trip approaches. 

You can also simply add ASP to your offering envelope, and any amount is appreciated.  

Some choose to quietly give a few dollars every week or so, and it adds up quickly.  

You can sponsor a youth registration for $50, pay towards our $100/day van rental fees, 

or give $20 towards safety gear like dust masks.   

Mark your calendars for the five ASP Bistros every Sunday in March.  The ASP 

volunteers and other groups within the church will be sponsoring fundraising dinners 

with delicious food and fun fellowship.  You’ve heard the buzz, don’t miss it!   

Registrations and non-refundable deposits for ASP 2020 ($50/youth or $100/adult) 

are due by February 2 and more information is available at http://www.ASPHome.org 

or by contacting Gloria Stephan at gstephan57@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.asphome.org/
mailto:gstephan57@gmail.com


Save the dates for ASP Bistros! 

 

 

4:30PM-6:30PM every SUNDAY in March 

March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 and March 29 

 

Bistros are delicious dinners held during Sundays in Lent as fundraisers for 

our Appalachia Service Project summer mission trip to Tennessee.   

 

ALL the food and preparation time for the dinners is donated; otherwise it doesn’t work.  Our 

guests enjoy a homemade meal lovingly prepared and served during this time of fellowship and 

they get to meet the ASP volunteers and our many other supporters.   

 

We encourage our patrons to give generously as they are able, keeping in mind what a similar meal 

might cost at a restaurant - but there’s no comparison.   

 

All are welcome to enjoy meals made with love.  The menu changes weekly, and kid-friendly and 

gluten free options are available.  Our dessert table is almost famous!   

 

Plan to join us in the Suzanna Wesley Room of First Bethel United Methodist Church.   

 

All proceeds benefit our ASP mission trip on June 14-20, 2020 and we need your help!  

 

BOOK CLUB  Discussions are at 7:30 PM at Panera in South Park Shops 

 

February 21 - Evicted by Matthew Desmond  

“In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond 
follows eight families in Milwaukee as they each struggle to keep a roof over 
their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and 
unsettling” (New York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding 
of poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one 
of twenty-first-century America’s most devastating problems. Its unforgettable 
scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of home, without which 
nothing else is possible.”  www.amazon.com 

  

March 20 - The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test by Tom Wolfe 
 
“They say if you remember the '60s, you weren't there. But, fortunately, Tom Wolfe was there, 
notebook in hand, politely declining LSD while Ken Kesey and his Merry Pranksters fomented 
revolution, turning America on to a dangerously playful way of thinking as their Day-Glo 
conveyance, Further, made the most influential bus ride since Rosa Parks’. By taking On the 
Road's hero Neal Cassady as his driver on the cross-country revival tour and drawing on his 
own training as a magician, Kesey made Further into a bully pulpit, and linked the beat epoch 
with hippiedom. Paul McCartney's Many Years from Now cites Kesey as a key influence on his 
trippy Magical Mystery Tour film. Kesey temporarily renounced his literary magic for the cause 
of "tootling the multitudes"--making a spectacle of himself--and Prankster Robert Stone had to 

flee Kesey's wild party to get his life's work done. But in those years, Kesey's life was his work, 
and Wolfe infinitely multiplied the multitudes who got tootled by writing this major literary-
journalistic monument to a resonant pop-culture moment.” www.amazon.com 

  

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


 

                            

 

Changes in Martha Circle Meeting Times 

 

Martha Circle will meet on the 2nd TUESDAY 

of EACH MONTH at Panera’s at 12:00 PM–2:00 PM. Our February 

meeting will be on Tuesday, February 11th. We will meet in the enclosed 

meeting room in the back. Please plan to have lunch there.   

Please bring a FUNNY VALENTINE to exchange.   

Hope to see all of you there! 

Barb Dillon 

 

     

 

A special thank you to Pastor Judy for her visit at Jefferson 

Hospital.  To all who inquired of Jeff about me, sent cards, 

special messages and cookies.  As well as the Christmas treat 

from the Shepherds.  I especially thank Linda and Bill Kennedy 

for their visit to Concordia Therapy Center. 

First Bethel can’t be beat when it comes to caring and love.      

I love you all! 

Mary Lou Carr 



 

Outreach would like very much to express appreciation to Dorrie Walter and Doris 

Woll for faithful service to the Committee.   

Our Daily Bread Sunday dates are scheduled for April 26, June 28, August 9, October 

11, and December 6.  If you are already a participant in this opportunity to feed the 

hungry, please mark your calendars.  If you would like to help out with this 

Outreach commitment for any or all of these dates, contact Sally Irick. 

Daily Bread has notified us of a need for personal items for their patrons.  They are 

requesting boxer shorts, briefs, and tee shirts (sizes large and X-large), and 

deodorant.  We have decided to undertake an effort to supply these items during 

February, with a hope to fulfill some of this need by February 23.  Receptacles will 

reside in the Narthex for donations.  Thank you! 

Our next meeting will be held February 17 at 6:30.  

 

 

 

South Hills Interfaith 

Movement 

Please donate non-perishable 

food items to the collection 

boxes in the Narthex and we’ll 

get everything to SHIM.  

Thanks! 

  



 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

First Bethel United Methodist Church had its beginnings as a former School House on the corner 

of King’s School and Library Roads in 1947. For the past 72 years it has served United 

Methodists in Bethel Park and surrounding communities. The sanctuary was constructed in 1954 

followed by the Christian Education building in 1962, which houses our King School Kids Pre 

School and daycare, Christian education, meetings and fellowship events. In 2002 we completed 

major renovations to our facilities. It is truly a hub of Christian Faith and activities in the South 

Hills. 

We have supported this church though our stewardship and faithful giving. Historically, 

stewardship campaigns have taken place in the fall of the year. The 2020 Campaign was delayed 

because of all the Pastoral and Office Staff changes in 2019. 

We ask that as you review your past giving with prayerful gratitude, you will realize what a 

blessing you have been to First Bethel, to our members and to our outreach into our local 

community and beyond. You should take great pride in the Christian experiences, Preschool and 

daycare programs, educational opportunities and outreach programs that we have provided.  

In this New Year we hope that you will look back, and forward, at what God has provided, and 

will provide, to you and your families. As you consider what First Bethel means to you, we 

encourage you to make a stewardship pledge to our church. Committing to a pledge helps us 

grow in our Faith and helps the Church develop a more accurate spending plan.  

Pledge cards have been mailed and will also be available in the church Narthex. Here you can 

indicate your intent to show your support and generosity. Please return your pledge by mail, or 

placing it in the collection, by Consecration Sunday, February 9th.  Your information will be held 

in confidence.  

If you have pledged in past years, we thank you. If haven’t pledged recently, or if it is your first 

time, please know that this is in no way a financial obligation, but a way to step out in Faith. We 

all know that our financial situation can change at any time. If you need to alter, reduce, or even 

completely stop your contributions, a simple notification to Patty is all that’s needed, with no 

explanation. 

Prayerfully consider a pledge to First Bethel this year. Only you know truly what blessings you 

have and what you can share. 

 

Yours in Jesus Christ. 

Stephanie Alstadt 

Stewardship Committee Chair 

 

 



 

Kings School Kids 

 

 

 

Registration 

Is Going On Now For The 

2020-2021 

School Year 

Please contact the  

Kings School Kids Office at 

412-835-6141 

For More Information 

                Hurry!!!  

           Classes Fill Fast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

Life is too Short! 

Join the Fun on Fat Tuesday 

February 25th 6:30 pm 

Bring a Finger Food to share 

(snack, appetizer or dessert) 

This year we are having our own  

Mardi Gras parade! 

We ask you to make a parade float using an old shoe box. Decorate it, bring it that 

evening 

 and join our parade.   

We will have prizes for winning entries! 

Come enjoy an evening of 

Fun & Fellowship  

Sign up by February 17th in the Narthex  

or call 412-835-6141                                 To make your reservations!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=free+clipart+mardi+gras&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&biw=1440&bih=682&tbm=isch&tbnid=5eXerIsQ17Nm6M:&imgrefurl=http://webclipart.about.com/od/holiday/l/blmard6.htm&docid=UvNhtVVCfWkabM&imgurl=http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/8/I/2/mard10.gif&w=169&h=210&ei=O8f1ULDrDuHL0AGk54GQCQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=383&vpy=215&dur=1203&hovh=168&hovw=135&tx=90&ty=90&sig=100622025718275362314&page=1&tbnh=144&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:0,i:117


FROM YOUR TRUSTEES 

Another year is in the books.  Our church properties continue to age, and your 

trustees continue to work to maintain and improve these properties.  Some of the 

things we accomplished this past year were: 

1.) The new lighting in our Sanctuary has been completed and upgraded 

to LED. 

2.) New lighting(LED) and ceiling tiles were installed in the kitchen area. 

3.) New LED lights were installed in front of our education building. They 

look great and increase security. 

4.) Eight troublesome trees were removed from in front of our office and 

education buildings. 

5.) Our boilers in the Sanctuary building were damaged because of 

frozen pipes in the Sanctuary building boiler room.  Repairs were 

made and a wall/door was erected in that boiler room to hopefully 

prevent further incidents. 

6.) The power surge that hit parts of Bethel Park, damaged all 4 of the air 

conditioners in the Sanctuary building and the electronic entry system 

in the education building. Repairs were made. The church office and 

the parsonage air conditioners were also damaged and fixed. 

7.) Painting, cleaning,  and additional repairs were made to the 

parsonage to make ready for the arrival of our new Pastor. 

8.) The old play structure in the playground was removed and Kings 

School Kids installed a new one. 

9.) A crash bar exit system was installed on our Kings School Road entry 

door, increasing safety and security. 

We strive to keep up with the day to day maintenance items that arise. 

       THANK YOU!!! 

We thank you, the people of First Bethel, for your continued support of our 

efforts. 

One additional note……WE ARE NO LONGER RECYCLING ALUMINUM. While 

we earned around $1,000 a year from this effort, our recycler will no longer 

service our location because too much non-aluminum material was thrown in 

the trailer. 

 

 

 



Sunday  Schedule 

  9:00 am       Worship Service 

10:00 am  Sunday School for Children and Youth     

10:15 am  FaithLink 

10:15 am       Adult Sunday School   

11:00 am  Worship Service 

 

Fellowship Time follows 9AM worship 

 

Were Here to Serve! 

Lead Pastor, Pastor Judy Winston Thomas 

Office Manager, Patty Willmott 

Music Director, Ruth Finlay 

Organist, Phil Himmler 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship, Lynda Pore 

                                     KSK Office Administrator, Charlene Phillips    

                                                       Custodian, Jim Hudak 

 

 

 

 

 
First Bethel United Methodist Church. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW DEADLINE 

The deadline for the March issue of the Kings Light is 12:00 p.m. on February 20 , 2020.  Please 

have your article in on time to avoid the disappointment of not having it appear in the next 

edition.  Please contact the church office at 412-835-0700 if you have any questions.  Thanks! 

 

For information on events taking place at First Bethel,please refer to this issue’s calendar and 

articles,our weekly bulletin, call the church office Monday -Friday, 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm, at 412-835-0700. 

You can always check our website:  firstbethelumc.org 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686

