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King’s Light  

June 2021  

 

 
 
Dearly Beloved,  
 
 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:7-9 KJV 
 
These are the words of farewell that the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy. Here Paul is expressing 
his final thoughts and wishes that he had completed the work that God had called and ordained 
him to do. Now that his work is complete, he is ready to depart with the assurance that there is 
a reward awaiting him. Not only is there a reward for Paul but for of us who love and look to 
Jesus’ return.  
 
Paul is talking about his departing from this life. Though I am not talking about departing from 
this life I am preparing to depart from one life as a minister of the gospel for over 45 years to the 
life of retirement. Like Paul, 45 years of ministry has not always been easy, but I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.  
 
I have often heard it said that a minister never truly retires. I am looking forward to this new 
phase of my life. I continue to pray that God would continue to grow you as a people spiritually 
and collectively and that you, as First Bethel UMC, will be the people that God is using in this 
time to reach a dying world in need of a savior. 
 
I wish blessings upon all of you and pray that I have left some small positive influence on your 
lives and the congregation of First Bethel UMC. I hold you near and dear to my heart and will 
continue to pray for you. Loves and Hugs.    
 
May God Richly Bless all of you.   
 
Love in Christ Jesus,  

Pastor Judy 
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First Bethel Sundays 

First Bethel is OPEN for in person worship  

in the sanctuary! 

 

Services are streamed LIVE from the sanctuary 

 

The link is available on Facebook, YouTube, and the church website   

Watch LIVE or at a later time 
 

 

Sunday Worship 

10AM in the sanctuary 

Live stream on YouTube 

First Bethel YouTube Channel 

 

 
Please call to reserve your spot and continue to follow CDC guidelines 

 

 

Mark your calendars! 

Church Cleanup Day 

Saturday, May 22 from 9AM - 11AM 

The Trustees need our help! 

Please sign up or just show up 

to lend a hand to “red-up” our 

church grounds.   

All ages welcome! 
Church Cleanup Day signup  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_5nz-hWzPv9bnAfeOxGSEw
https://forms.gle/sFzf6j5FkfpiSuUUA
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Sunday May 23 is 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASP Bistro 

Sunday, May 23 

PENTECOST BRUNCH 

11:30AM – 1PM 

Menu will be Quiche, Fruit, 

Breakfast Breads and More! 

Take-Out only - Order by Friday, May 21 

Order online here:  ASP Pentecost Brunch Bistro ORDER 

All proceeds benefit our ASP ministry fund 

 

Please Join us for Worship at 10AM on  

Sunday, June 27th 

to celebrate Pastor Judy’s Retirement 

There will be a reception after the service 

   If you’d like to contribute towards Judy’s gift, mark your donation “Pastor Gift” 

https://forms.gle/JrPpBSpjyqfq5StY9
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IN MEMORY 

Olive “Ollie” Mae Lowmiller 

September 30, 1939 - May 6, 2021 

Olive Mae Lowmiller, age 87, of Bethel Park, went to be with her 

Lord and Savior on Thursday, May 6, 2021. 

Olive is survived by her loving children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and a host of extended family and dear friends.   

Olive loved taking care of children working as a pediatric nurse 

for over 35 years, she helped to raise countless funds for new 

nurses and nursing education. She loved her Lord and enjoyed 

serving in the First Bethel choir and many outreach programs. 

Olive is lovingly known as the backbone of the family and will be 

sorely missed by all who knew and loved her. 

A Celebration of Life Service was held on Wednesday, May 12, 2021 in the Jefferson Memorial 

Funeral Home Funeral Home's Chapel. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Olive's 

memory to Gillespie Endowment Fund of Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh at  

https://www.givetochildrens.org/page.aspx?pid=659  

https://www.jeffersonmemorial.biz/obituaries/Olive--Mae--Lowmiller-

?obId=21034746#/obituaryInfo 

 

Shirley Scott’s Memorial Service will be held at  

11AM on Saturday, June 12th at First Bethel United Methodist Church.  

Guests will be received at the church beginning at 10AM 

 

 

 

https://www.givetochildrens.org/page.aspx?pid=659
https://www.jeffersonmemorial.biz/obituaries/Olive--Mae--Lowmiller-?obId=21034746#/obituaryInfo
https://www.jeffersonmemorial.biz/obituaries/Olive--Mae--Lowmiller-?obId=21034746#/obituaryInfo
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Dear Church Friends, 

Thank You for your continuing prayers and support.   

It keeps me going when I need it. 

Alice Barth 
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

SHANE DANAHEY 

Shane is the son of the late Cheryl Finlay and Robert Danahey, nephew 

of Corey and Charlene Pauline and grandson of Jim and Ruth 

Finlay.  Shane is a 2021 graduate of South Fayette High School where he 

quickly won the hearts of teachers and administrators in these past 2 

years.  

Shane plans to attend Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics to study Aviation 

Maintenance Technology.   

 

KADIN GRAY 

Kadin is a 2021 graduate of Bethel Park High School.  He is the son of 

Jaime and Robin Gray.  Kadin is a member of Top 21 and has participated 

in school plays and musicals.   

Kadin will be joining AmeriCorps for a year in Denver Colorado.  

AmeriCorps members serve directly with nonprofit organizations to tackle 

our nation’s most pressing challenges.  After that, Kadin plans to attend 

Community College of Allegheny County and/or a trade school.  

 

ALEX ZAHNISER 

Alex is a member of the Bethel Park High School graduating class of 

2021.  He is the son of Traci and Todd Zahniser, and brother of David and 

Josh Zahniser.  Alex is a member of the BPHS marching band and concert 

band, in which he plays the euphonium (baritone).  He is also an Eagle 

Scout from Scouts BSA Troop 215.  Alex is currently working at Get Go as 

food preparer in the kitchen.  In the fall of 2021, Alex will be attending Point 

Park University where he will major in Broadcast Production and Media 

Management to pursue his passion in video and film production and editing. 

 

NATHAN ARMSTRONG 

Nathan is the son of Scott and the late Kelly Armstrong, and grandson of Gerrie Velmer.  Nathan 

recently graduated with honors from Robert Morris University.     

Join us in celebrating our grads in Worship on June 13 
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LIBRARY NEWS – ODD COUPLE 

 

NEWS OF THE WORLD  
A grizzled old man and homeless 10-year-old girl 
embark on a dangerous 400-mile odyssey in 1870 
Texas.  He’s a 71-year-old ex-military captain who 
has been in three wars.  She is an orphan who has 
forgotten how to speak English, doesn’t wear 
shoes and keeps trying to run away.  Booklist said 
readers of this short novel (209 pages) will witness 
“anguish, fear, compassion and joy” in the unlikely 
pair’s journey. The Wall Street Journal calls them 
one of the Old West’s “great odd couples.”  The author is Paulette Jiles.  

 
 
LEARNING TO LOVE THE PSALMS 
The publisher of this book by W. Robert Godfrey says it helps readers 
“gain new understanding, encouragement and wonder for the Bible’s 
songbook.” Godfrey, a minister and longtime professor of church history, 
says the five books of Psalms “are like a mine with ever new depths to 
reach … and gold to find.”  There are questions at the end of each chapter 
in this 263-page book, which is recommended as a personal devotional 
and for Bible study groups. 
 

 
THE WALK: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 
Author Adam Hamilton focuses on "our daily walk with Christ" in this short 
book.  It’s just 176 pages and one of nine titles our Library has by 
Hamilton, senior pastor at the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.  His other books here include Half 
Truths and Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.  Christianbook 
says this bestselling Christian author “focuses on life's tough questions 
and addressing challenging issues we face today.” 
 
 
 
FAIREST OF ALL –  A cute story loved by its most avid readers – young 
girls. In this adventure, Abby and her annoying younger brother Jonah 
pass through a magical mirror into a fairytale wonderland.  Parents and 
grandparents please note that this is one of our six books in the popular 
Whatever After series for children by Sarah Mlynowski .  Check them out 
one at a time – or all together! 

 
Call Lea if you wish to check out books and we will get them to you 

-  YOUR LIBRARY STAFF -  
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Book Club 

Book Club meetings will return to Panera in South Park Shops on May 28 

at 7:30PM  

Summer Book Club meetings will be at 7:30PM on the fourth Friday for 

the months of May, June, July and August, and will move back to the third 

Friday of the month in September. 

Here’s what we’re reading and discussing:   

May 28 The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah 

"The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah is a captivating, heartbreaking tale of a 

family who will do anything for each other ― and everything to survive. The 

strength of Hannah’s prose brings the characters to life in a way that will make 

you unable to tear yourself away from them. You will celebrate their triumphs, 

mourn their tragedies, and commend their bravery.  Through it all, it is easy to 

feel Hannah’s desire to honor those who lived and fought through this 

devastating time in history. The Four Winds is also an ode to the strength and 

ferocity of mothers, and a declaration that sometimes, love is the only thing that holds us 

together.  Above all else, The Four Winds is merely a really good story, one that hits you in all 

the right places and will keep surprising you until the end."―Associated Press 

June 25 Deacon King Kong by James McBride 

James McBride, author of the National Book Award winning The Good Lord 

Bird and the beloved memoir The Color of Water, has written a propulsive and 

comic neighborhood epic set in the 1960s with a cast of characters that are 

beguiling, boozed-filled, and larger than life. When a young drug lord is shot in 

broad daylight by a bumbling drunk known to everyone as Sportcoat, the 

Brooklyn neighborhood they live in is upended. As Sportcoat comically and 

unknowingly dodges the police, his actions ricochet around him, igniting a web 

of drug wars, backdoor dealings with mobsters, and church brawls that demonstrate just how 

vital, yet fragile communities can be. Deacon King Kong tells the fictional story of one Brooklyn 

project, but in so doing tells a broader story of race and religion, getting by and getting out, and 

how grudges and alliances become embedded in the foundations of our neighborhoods. An 

incredibly satisfying read. —Al Woodworth, Amazon Book Review 

  



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   June 2021 P a g e  | 9 

Outreach News 

Please support the Home of Hope Rummage Sale on Saturday, 

June 5 at Christ UMC. Registration Deadline for a space is 

Tuesday, June 1st.  Forms are available online at Outdoor 

Rummage Sale for Home of Hope Rules and Registration and in 

the First Bethel narthex.  Stop by and find some treasures to take 

home and support the Home of Hope Orphanage!   

Our next Daily Bread date is Sunday, June 13.  Please contact Sally 

if you can help.   

We may not be able to change the world, but we sure do our part in helping a few hundred 

people when we can.  Thank you for your support in all we do.  Peace be with you.   

Sally Irick   

 

 

http://www.nyadire.org/uploads/4/7/6/4/4764398/june_5_outdoor_rummage_sale_-_registration.pdf
http://www.nyadire.org/uploads/4/7/6/4/4764398/june_5_outdoor_rummage_sale_-_registration.pdf
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ONWARD 

by Gloria Stephan 

"Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time 

we’ll have a harvest if we don’t give up."  

Galatians 6:9  

Our ASP ministry team is planning our “ASP@Home” hometown volunteer experience that will 

keep us connected to the work of ASP in Appalachia the week of June 21-25. Our base will be 

the upper parking lot of the church and Founders Hall as we complete community service 

projects during the day, and end with fun activities in the evenings. 

ASP@Home June 21-25 

 SHIM Food Drive all week  

o Please drop off your non-perishable food items and we will get them to SHIM 

 Monday  

o Building Picnic Tables and Step Stools, Repairing KSK playground sidewalk and 

steps, Assembling a Gazebo for KSK, Painting around church property  

o Ice Cream Social and learning about Appalachian culture and ASP mission 

 Tuesday  

o Travel to the United Methodist Mission Barn to assemble UMCOR Cleaning Kits 

and UMCOR Hygiene Kits and build Handicap Ramp Modules for installation in 

the local area 

o Talent Night and/or Culture Night 

 Wednesday  

o Travel to the United Methodist Mission Barn to assemble UMCOR Cleaning Kits 

and UMCOR Hygiene Kits and building Handicap Ramp Modules for installation in 

the local area 

o Movie Night and/or Game Night  

 Thursday  

o Travel to New Hope UMC in Pittsburgh’s Northside for Daily Bread feeding 

ministry 

o Host games and activities at a senior center in Munhall or Avalon 

o ASP Picnic at Peterswood Park from 5-8PM 

 Friday 

o Community Service Projects to be determined 

o Evening activities to be determined depending on interest 

 

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS! 
Please contact Gloria or the church office with ideas for ASP@Home projects 

For more information, contact Gloria or see ASP’s website at https://www.ASPHome.org 

https://www.asphome.org/
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To join us the week of June 21st to June 25th for our ASP@Home Adventure 

PLEASE SIGN-UP BY JUNE 1ST   

ASP@Home Registration Link or Church Website home page https://www.firstbethelumc.org  

Youth (age 14 and older, or 13 and going into 9th grade) 

and Adult Leaders (age 25 and older with current clearances) are encouraged to join us! 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

WE NEED: 

 Direct contributions in any amount to out ASP fund to offset cost of: 

o Project materials like lumber, hardware, paint and stain 

o Food, drinks, first aid and safety supplies for our volunteers 

 Contributions to sponsor a Youth to participate ($50)  

 Donations of non-perishable food supplies to be given to SHIM (South Hills 

Interfaith Movement)  

 Contributions of money or supplies for UMCOR Cleaning Kits ($75 value) and UMCOR 

Hygiene Kits ($12 value)  

o Cleaning Kit Material List:  https://umcmission.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/Cleaning-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-

2019.pdf  

o Hygiene Kit Material List:   https://umcmission.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/Hygiene-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-

2019.pdf 

 Orders for wood picnic benches 

($150 value) 

 

 

 

 

 Orders for wood step stools  

($15 value)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support!

https://forms.gle/bNBEc8AkH2SXesp38
https://www.firstbethelumc.org/
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Cleaning-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Cleaning-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Cleaning-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Hygiene-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Hygiene-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
https://umcmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Hygiene-Kit-Assembly-Instructions_September-2019.pdf
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FUNDRAISER ENDS JUNE 30! 

Boon Supply has a great mix of 

eco-conscious products, seasonally 

designed and sustainably sourced.   

All products ship direct to you.   

With every purchase, we will get 40% back towards  

First Bethel’s ASP ministry fund  

Help us by shopping the Boon Supply online store using this link:   

https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/611525-first-bethel-asp 

 

 

Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for extra 

mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted here for 

your consideration.   

Simply indicate your gift in the Other area of 

your offering envelope or online giving form  

JUNE FOCUS MINISTRY 

Outreach Ministries 

Support Daily Bread and other Local, National and 

International Outreach Programs 

 

 

Nourish Every Body, Stimulate Every Spirit, 

Satisfy Every Soul, for the Glory of God 

  

 

https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/611525-first-bethel-asp
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Judy Winston Thomas 

Home:  412-833-1986     Mobile:  412-609-8003 

PastorJudy@FirstBethelumc.org 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Willmott 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 10AM–3PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The deadline for the July issue of the Kings Light is  
Noon on June 20, 2021.  Please have your article in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorJudy@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

