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King’s Light  

August 2021  

 

WHY DO WE DO THE THINGS WE DO? 

A Monthly Newsletter Article from Pastor David 

As I shared in the last King’s Light, it has always been important to me to establish and re-

establish our reasons for doing certain things in the church.  Why do many churches ring bells 

at the beginning of the service?  Why do we pray the Prayer of Great Thanksgiving before 

communion?  Why do we baptize infants?  This month let’s look at a very basic question! 

WHY DO WE GO TO CHURCH?   

Sunday traditionally has been called a day of rest, right?  A day set apart to not do that which 

we do the other six of a typical week.  It’s a lazy day…where we aren’t obligated to be 

anywhere or need to employ the “rush out the door” techniques.  So why do we begin Sundays 

with just that; a place to have to go and at times, one where we’re rushing out of the door to 

get there on time?  Why do we do we go to church?   

The Apostle Luke wrote this in the book of Acts (chapter 2, verses 42-47)  

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe 

at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  All the 

believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every 

day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And 

the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

This was not a new practice.  The people here that Luke wrote about were from a lineage of 

people who would gather together to tell and re-tell stories of their faith.  They remembered the 

mighty acts of God who had saved their ancestors through the parted waters of the Red Sea.  

They remembered the salvation God provided Noah through the earth-engulfing flood waters.  

They recalled the liberation their ancestors experienced at the hands of a Pharaoh-defying 

Moses.  They would read the stories from the scripture scrolls, they would sing about them 

(psalms) and they would enjoy the fellowship of shared experience amongst the people.   
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Therefore, “going to church” is nothing new.  It has taken places throughout thousands of 

years of history amongst the peoples God has created and shown mercy, grace, and love 

towards.  We are merely continuing in that tradition as we gather to do much the same thing.  

We remember God’s salvation, now manifested in the giving of God’s one and only son, Jesus 

Christ.  We remember the ultimate act of God’s love…the death & resurrection of Jesus.  We 

sing about that, and we enjoy the favor & fellowship of those around us that share this desire 

to worship God.   

This is why we do what we do.  This is why we get up on Sunday, get dressed, and make our 

ways to groups of other believers.  It is a worthy task to do.  It gives us a centering…a 

grounding…remembering who we are and who we live for.  More importantly, the worship that 

arises from our various church houses, rises up to God, much like the smoke that would rise 

up from the Levitical, Old Testament rituals of sacrifice.  God receives it and is pleased.  God 

is glorified.  And in all this, there is a hint of things being the way God created them to be 

originally.   

May we never forsake meeting together to do this.  There certainly 

will be worship days/times when we simply can’t, for a variety of 

legitimate reasons.  But let us never lose the pattern of regularly 

worshipping God in community with others.  This is what we do, 

friends.  May we continue doing what we do with renewed purpose 

and passion! 

Journeying Together,  

Pastor David 

 

 

 

 

From Church Council 

 

In order to minimize the spreading of germs, Church Council has 

decided to remove Attendance Pads and Prayer Cards from the pews.  

We plan to continue using the individual sealed communion elements, 

and let’s try to avoid handshakes and hugs for a little while longer.   

 

We’ll be collecting Prayer Cards and Collection Envelopes in baskets in 

the Narthex until further notice.  Prayer Cards and Tithes/Offerings will 

be presented to the altar at the appropriate time.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation! 
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First Bethel Summer Sundays 

First Bethel is OPEN for in person worship  

in the sanctuary! 

 

Services are streamed LIVE from the sanctuary 

The link is available on Facebook, YouTube, and the church website   

Watch LIVE or at a later time 
 

 

Sunday Worship 

10AM in the sanctuary 

Live stream on YouTube 

First Bethel YouTube Channel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Bethel will return to the following schedule 

beginning September 12, 2021  

 

9AM   Worship in the Sanctuary or Livestream 

10AM Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

10:15 AM Sunday School 

11AM  Worship in the Sanctuary  

 

Please contact Melissa Smith if you are willing to be an occasional 

substitute for Children’s Sunday School when one of our regular teachers 

cannot attend.  We need willing hearts and hands to fill in when needed!  

Clearances are required.  Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_5nz-hWzPv9bnAfeOxGSEw
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Are You Ready For Some Summer Fun? 

It’s an Old Fashioned 

 

 

 

 

 With Our New Pastor & His Wife  

Join Us as we welcome 

Pastor David Ewing and Christina  

Sunday July 25th From 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

In the Church Front Yard. 

Please Sign Up In The Narthex,  

or Call The KSK Office at  

412-835-6141 to make your reservation  

Let Us Know If You Have Any Yard Games 

 You Would Like To Bring and share for the day.  

Call Miss Lynda With Any Questions. 

 Hope To See You All There! 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1440&bih=682&tbm=isch&tbnid=k03mpk2QtfWMjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/show/clipart/food_%26_drink/desserts/ice_cream_sundae_8-gif.html&docid=iYSfh_hgEQr-aM&imgurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/food_%2526_drink/desserts/ice_cream_sundae_8.gif&w=316&h=588&ei=ysRlUYnsA6fl4AOQ9oDoCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=396&vpy=138&dur=1125&hovh=306&hovw=164&tx=78&ty=176&page=1&tbnh=128&tbnw=69&start=0&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:0,i:121
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“Geared Up for Life” is the worship series we are currently journeying through together during 

our Sunday worship times through the end of August.  Let us worship God as we “gear up for 

life” together!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Week 1: July 18  Ephesians 1:3-14  

How do we celebrate such a gift of God’s blessing? By 

telling our story and our stories.  

 

Week 2:  July 25   Ephesians 2:11-22  

Ephesians, chapter 2, says the church is dwelling place of 

God. What does it mean to be God’s home?  

 

Week 3: August 1  Ephesians 3:14-21  

How do you understand God’s great love for us? By living 

it, by sharing it, by talking about it.  

 

Week 4: August 8  Ephesians 4:1-16  

There are choices to be made in how we live out our faith. 

And some of those choices reveal whether we are indeed 

“rooted and grounded in love” or not.  

Week 5:   August 15  Ephesians 4:25-5:2  

This text calls us to be imitators of God. It is difficult to 

imagine a higher calling than that. But this is why we 

spend most of our lives in the process of knowing God.  

Week 6:  August 22  Ephesians 5:15-20  

Thanksgiving should not just be a once-a-year thing, but a 

way of living every day. Ephesians 5:15-20 is a call to 

remember that belief.  

Week 7:  August 29  Ephesians 5:10-20 

The author of Ephesians wants us to realize that we are 

not left without resources as we seek to be made into 

disciples and to make disciples. So, what are these tools 

and how do we employ them in our daily lives? 
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IN MEMORY 

Rita M. Cooley, of Bethel Park, on Sunday, July 4, 2021, age 78, beloved 

wife for 60 years of Richard A. Cooley, loving mother of Lisa Brown 

(Bryan), Randall Cooley and Donald Cooley (Linda), daughter of the late 

Wallace and Alice Martin, sister of Wally Martin, Les Martin and the late 

Harry Martin, grandmother of Connor and Nicholas. Rita was a member 

of the Eastern Star. A funeral service was held at the David J. Henney 

Funeral Home on Thursday, July 8th.   
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LIBRARY NEWS 

1,800! 

 
We’d like to remind all church members that the 1,800 books in our 
Library are displayed in sections that are well-marked.   
Listed alphabetically, the sections include: 
 

Bible Commentaries   Jesus Christ               
Bibles     Large Print 
Bible Study     Methodism 
Child Development   Mystery Stories 
Children’s Books    New Testament 
Christian Education   Other Religions 
Church, The     Popular Medicine 
Death      Prayer 
Devotional Literature   Short Stories 
Family Matters    Social Sciences 
Fiction     Sports 
God, Theology    United States  
Humor     Young Adults 
Hymns 

 
New Arrivals and Staff Favorites are displayed on the right 
side behind the Library desk. You’ll also see a section 
marked CDs and DVDs.  
 
Children’s books are on the lower shelves, where our 
youngest readers can easily look them over.  
 
Our bulletin board in the hallway near King School Kids 
always features the covers of recent additions to the Library. 
 
If you’re unable to get to the Library, call Lea and we’ll make 
sure you get the books you choose. 
                                                                  

If you are unable to get to the Church Library, call Lea and we’ll make sure you get what you 
wish to read.     
 
 

–  YOUR LIBRARY STAFF – 
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BOOK CLUB 

Book Club meetings have returned to Panera Bread in South Park 

Shops at 7:30PM.  New participants are always welcome. Book 

selections range from classics to historic fiction and contemporary 

novels and everything in between!     

The next Book Club meeting will be July 23 at 7:30PM (the fourth 

Friday of the month), and there is NO meeting in August.   

Book Club will move back to the regular schedule of the third Friday 

of the month in September and beyond.  We are taking two months 

to read Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy and we’ll discuss the book in September.  

Friday, September 17 

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 

Anna Karenina is one of the most loved and memorable heroines of 

literature. Her overwhelming charm dominates a novel of unparalleled 

richness and density. Tolstoy considered this book to be his first real attempt 

at a novel form, and it addresses the very nature of society at all levels,- of 

destiny, death, human relationships, and the irreconcilable contradictions of 

existence.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Thanks to everyone that sent corrections and updates to Household 

contact information to the church office.  Please continue to let us 

know of any changes.   

Updated Church Directories are available at church!   

 

 

"Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time we’ll have a 

harvest if we don’t give up." Galatians 6:9  

We’ll be selecting the week for our 2022 mission trip to Appalachia soon!  

Please contact the Church Office or Gloria Stephan if we don’t already 

have you on our ASP e-mail list.   
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Outreach News 

  
The Outreach committee met on July 8 to plan upcoming 

commitments.  We decided to pursue an effort to ensure that 

orphans within the vicinity of The Nyadire Connection's (TNC) 

school and Home of Hope will have shoes to wear.   

Many of these children walk miles per day to get to school, so the 

need is great.  While the shoes cost $10 per pair, we are 

requesting gifts of money only as you are able and feel led to give.  

Since TNC can obtain the shoes much more efficiently and economically than we can 

purchase them here (along with the necessity to pay required shipping costs), we will send our 

dollars to TNC for fulfillment.  We hope to accomplish this project during the month of August 

to ensure that each kid will have a well-sized, solid new pair of shoes to start their school year.  

Your gifts will be a blessing.  Please simply mark your envelope Home of Hope. 

During our meeting, we continued discussing ways we may help support the ASP@Home 

ministry, perhaps during the month of September, and implementing a new Advent Calendar 

food collection effort.  If you have an idea or knowledge of a need that we might tackle, please 

remember to make a suggestion to Sally Irick or any member of the Outreach Committee. 

Our Daily Bread Sunday dates are scheduled for August 15, October 10, and December 12.  If 

you already participate in Daily Bread, please mark your calendars.  If you would like to help 

out on any of these dates, please contact Sally. 

Our next Outreach meeting will take place in the Oxford Room on Tuesday, September 

14th at 1:30PM 
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H E L P 

(…shouted from Phil Himmler aka THE CHICKEN.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I need to sell hundreds of these tickets in order to benefit teenagers’ education in Nyadire, 

Zimbabwe.  In 2019, the Upper St. Clair/Bethel Park Rotary Club gave TNC $5,000 because 

they sold over 800 tickets! 

Save the date of 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 9th 

to enjoy the Chicken BBQ Meal using Drive Thru or Take Out 

OR 

Purchase a ticket or 2 or more (☺) to donate to SHIM so that their Food Bank clients can enjoy 

a free meal on Saturday, October 9th.  Those receiving a free ticket are always very grateful for 

your generosity! 

Thanks for your continued support of the USC/BP Chicken 

BBQ ticket sales. 

You truly make a difference for kids in Zimbabwe. 

One more thing from John Wesley: 

 

 

 

 

Shalom to you, shalom my friends, 

Phil 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.idlehearts.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F12%2Fdo-all.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesgram.com%2Fwhen-you-do-good-quotes%2F&docid=5xjQgddD_skfEM&tbnid=o3aZYIia04JgDM%3A&w=490&h=372&bih=668&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwiom8K6_9zPAhXJeT4KHfs9ArMQMwgyKAMwAw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for extra mile 

giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted here for your 

consideration.   

Simply indicate your gift in the Other area of your offering envelope or 

online giving form  

 

AUGUST FOCUS MINISTRY 

DAILY BREAD 

When you help to prepare and serve 125 meals in 

Pittsburgh’s Northside, and you run out of food, it puts 

things in perspective.  Your donations go towards providing a hot meal to men, 

women, and children in need right here in our local community. 

 

 

 

 

Bus Shelter for King School Kids 

Please continue to donate to Josh Zahniser’s 

Boy Scout Eagle Project.  His project is to 

build a bus shelter for King School Kids 

Childcare & Preschool at First Bethel United 

Methodist Church.  The bus shelter will 

provide the children and staff with protection 

from the weather and a safe place to gather 

out of the church parking lot area.   

Donations of any amount can be made through First Bethel UMC.  You can contribute online via 

the church website, send a check (made out to FBUMC) to the church, or add an amount to your 

offering envelope.  Please be sure to mark your donation “Eagle Project” and the funds will be 

redirected to Troop 215 for the Eagle Project.   

  



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   August 2021 P a g e  | 12 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday – Friday  

August 2 – August 6  

6PM - 8PM 

 

 

Registration forms will be available at church and on the First Bethel 

and Kings School Kids websites 

We’ll be outside as much as possible and we’ll be observing CDC 

guidelines for indoor activities to protect our young adventurers!   
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Sunday, July 25  Ice Cream Social  

Mon – Fri August 2-9 Vacation Bible School 

Fri night to Sun afternoon September 17-19  Men’s Retreat at Laurelville  

Saturday, October 9  Rotary Club Chicken BBQ Dinner at Bethel Park High School 

Sunday, October 10  Church Picnic at Peterswood Park 4PM-8PM  

Fri night to Sun afternoon November 12-14  Women’s Retreat at Olmsted Manor 

Thursday, December 9 Church Conference at First Bethel  

 

Remember the latest Church Calendar information is on our website at: 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org 

Look to the right pane of the home page for upcoming events, 

or select “View Full Calendar” 

Call the church office with any questions or changes 

 

 

  

  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty (Willmott) Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

Summer Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 10AM–3PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The deadline for the September issue of the Kings Light is  
Noon on August 20, 2021.  Please have your article in on time to avoid the disappointment of 
not having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

