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King’s Light  

July 2021  

Wednesday, February 10th… a text message says, “I need to have 

conversation with you about some discernment for an appointment.  Are you available?”   

This was the text message I received Wednesday, February 10th.  My answer is one that should 

be given when your District Superintendent reaches out to you during appointment season.  

“Yes, for sure” was my response.  My telephone call with DS Dawn Hand moments later outlined 

the opening that would be coming at First Bethel UMC.  DS Dawn added that she and Bishop 

Cynthia Moore Koikoi believed my pastoral profile and First Bethel’s profile would make a good 

match.  The conversation that took place with the First Bethel SPRC several days later affirmed 

the discernment.  And long story short… I am writing this introductory piece for my first King’s 

Light Newsletter.  I am very thankful.   

I am a believer in the United Methodist Church’s practice and tradition of pastoral itinerancy.  

This is the practice of appointment making at the discernment of a bishop and assistants (District 

Superintendents).  I see great validity in the premise of ministry being equally shared among 

laity and clergy.  Pastor’s equipping and empowering laity for ministry is a practice that most 

effectively moves churches forward in proclaiming the hope of Christ.  This is why we do what 

we do!  This is why every year, there are some churches that experience pastoral transition.  It 

is the bishop’s efforts to keep the right pastors at the right churches.  

In the months to come, the theme “Why We Do What We Do” will be the theme of my 

contributions to this newsletter.  I believe it helps us all to know more why we do the things we 

do in the church.  I will share more about our UM practice of itinerancy in a future article. 

I am looking very forward to meeting all of you!  My initial plan is to be at the church office 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday, where I plan on holding office hours  10am to 4pm.  I 

plan on attending to pastoral care needs on Friday afternoons so I may only be in the office in 

the morning on Fridays.  Wednesday will be my day off. This could be subject to change – but 

this is my initial plan.  That being said, here’s what I would like you to do:  stop in and let’s chat!  

I love connecting with people and hearing about their lives!  If meeting at a coffee shop is 

preferable, I’m glad to do that too!  My contact information will be shared in several places and 

formats.  I’m looking forward to hearing from you First Bethel Friends!  

“But we Christians have no veil over our faces; we can be mirrors that 

brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works 

within us, we become more and more like [Christ].” 

2 Corinthians 3:18, from The Living Bible 

 

    Journeying Together, 

       Pastor David 
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First Bethel Sundays 

First Bethel is OPEN for in person worship  

in the sanctuary! 

 

Services are streamed LIVE from the sanctuary 

 

The link is available on Facebook, YouTube, and the church website   

Watch LIVE or at a later time 
 

 

Sunday Worship 

10AM in the sanctuary 

Live stream on YouTube 

First Bethel YouTube Channel 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 1st, we welcome Rev. David L Ewing and his wife, 

Christina, to First Bethel.   

Rev. David is a Pennsylvania native, who comes to us after serving 

the Blackburn, Epworth, and Greenstone United Methodist Churches 

in the Pittsburgh District.   

He has a passion for church renewal and community engagement, 

and his primary spiritual gifts are listed as:  Leadership, 

Discernment/Church vision casting/innovation, Exhortation and 

Administration.  David and his wife both enjoy and play music,  they 

both like to ski and snowboard, and David is an avid bicyclist.   

Please plan to stay after worship on Sunday, July 4th for a reception 

to welcome David and Christina.  Of course there will be cake…..   

WELCOME TO FIRST BETHEL ! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_5nz-hWzPv9bnAfeOxGSEw
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Are You Ready For Some Summer Fun?   

It’s an Old Fashioned 

 

 

 

 

 With Our New Pastor & His Wife  

Join Us as we welcome 

Pastor David Ewing and Christina  

Sunday July 25th From 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

In the Church Front Yard. 

Please Sign Up In The Narthex,  

or Call The KSK Office at  

412-835-6141 to make your reservation  

Let Us Know If You Have Any Yard Games 

 You Would Like To Bring and share for the day.  

Call Miss Lynda With Any Questions. 

 Hope To See You All There! 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1440&bih=682&tbm=isch&tbnid=k03mpk2QtfWMjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/show/clipart/food_%26_drink/desserts/ice_cream_sundae_8-gif.html&docid=iYSfh_hgEQr-aM&imgurl=http://www.clipartheaven.com/clipart/food_%2526_drink/desserts/ice_cream_sundae_8.gif&w=316&h=588&ei=ysRlUYnsA6fl4AOQ9oDoCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=396&vpy=138&dur=1125&hovh=306&hovw=164&tx=78&ty=176&page=1&tbnh=128&tbnw=69&start=0&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:0,i:121
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Bus Shelter for King School Kids 

 

Hello, my name is Josh Zahniser.  I am currently a Life Scout in 

Scouts BSA Troop 215 in Bethel Park.  I am working on my Eagle 

Scout Service Project to earn my Eagle Scout rank. 

 

My project is to build a bus shelter for King School Kids Childcare & 

Preschool at First Bethel United Methodist Church.  The bus shelter 

will provide the children and staff with protection from the weather and 

a safe place to gather out of the church parking lot area.  It will have 

a roof as well as a bench along the back where the children can sit.  

A sketch of the bus shelter is provided below for reference. 

 

The cost of the project is significant because of the current sky-high prices for lumber.  I would 

greatly appreciate your support of my project.  Any and all financial contributions are welcome.    

If you would like to contribute, donations can be made through First Bethel UMC.  You can 

contribute online via the church website, send a check (made out to FBUMC) to the church, or 

add an amount to your offering envelope.  Please be sure to mark your donation “Eagle Project” 

and he funds will be redirected to Troop 215 for the Eagle Project.  See the back page of the 

newsletter for church details.  

 

To benefit:  
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THERE WILL BE A COMBINED SPRC AND CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING ON 

MONDAY, JULY 19TH AT 7PM AT THE CHURCH 

Pastor David and Church Leadership will have an opportunity to get to know 

each other.  It will be a time of fellowship, prayer and discernment as we enter a 

new chapter of ministry together at first bethel. 
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We would like to send a BIG THANK YOU to all the wonderful 

volunteers who generously gave their time to keep the 

education building clean and well cared over the past year.  

These phenomenal men and women graciously gave up their 

evenings to support the church.  We know that cleaning the 

education building is incredibly hard work and we can’t thank 

everyone enough for their support!            Lynda & Charlene 

 

The children and staff of KSK want to thank the youth and young 

adults of the ASP mission team for all the hard work they did 

during their ASP@Home local mission week.  It was wonderful 

having them around and witnessing their energy and enthusiasm 

for serving others.  We would like to encourage our church family 

to stop by the playground to see the pavilion they put together.  

Not only did they do a terrific job, they were a joy to be around.  

These young people and adults are a true blessing to First 

Bethel.  

 

Thanks to your contributions, we collected and donated 

materials for 25 UMCOR Cleaning Kits valued at $75 each 

and 100 UMCOR Hygiene Kits valued at $12 each for a 

total of $3,075.  The items were dropped off at the 

Eastbrook Mission Barn in New Castle to be assembled 

into kits that will be sent to disaster areas.   

Your Apportionment Dollars at work! 

 

Our SHIM drive netted 37 pounds of 

non-perishable food and personal 

care items!   Thanks to Grace for 

delivering the items to SHIM.   

A special shout out to Sam Campbell and Keith Swan for 

sharing their gifts of music for our ASP@Home Evening 

Gatherings.  We enjoyed several ASP-favorites like 

Wagon Wheel and Country Roads, some well-known 

hymns, and a few new songs too!   
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LIBRARY NEWS – NEW CARENOTES 

TAKE ONE AND TAKE HEART, GIVE ONE AND GIVE HOPE 
 
That’s the slogan of CareNotes, which may help you -- or someone you 
know.  These eight-page pamphlets are distributed around the world for 
people “who are looking for concise, easy-to-read guidance and 
support.” 
 
Our Library’s newest CareNotes include: 
 

 Finding Peace in the Present 
Moment  
The writer is Jenny Cromie, who tells how she struggled with her 
mother’s declining health and watched a friend cope with cancer 
 

 Taking the Time You Need to Grieve Your Loss  
By Kathlyn S. Miller, who counsels bereaved adults and children 
 

 God Help Me  
Described as a simple but powerful prayer by Patti Nomile, a retired 
hospital chaplain 

 
CareNotes are available in churches, counseling centers, hospitals, hospices, nursing homes 
and countless other places worldwide.   
 
Ours are in a display case on the back wall of the Library.  Please take as many as you need.  If 
there is a subject you’d like, let us know and we’ll try to get it for you.  There are numerous topics 
in addition to those we already have.  Examples include the feelings children experience at a 
time of  loss -- and the daily challenges faced by many veterans. 
                                                                     
If you are unable to get to the Church Library, call Lea and we’ll make sure you get what you 
wish to read.     

-  YOUR LIBRARY STAFF – 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Thanks to everyone that sent corrections and updates to Household 

contact information to the church office.   

Watch for an updated Church Directory soon!   
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BOOK CLUB 

Book Club meetings have returned to Panera Bread in South Park 

Shops at 7:30PM.  New participants are always welcome. Book 

selections range from classics to historic fiction and contemporary 

novels and everything in between!     

The next Book Club meeting will be July 23 at 7:30PM (the fourth 

Friday of the month), and there is NO meeting in August.   

Book Club will move back to the regular schedule of the third Friday 

of the month in September and beyond.  We are taking two months 

to read Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy and we’ll discuss the book in September.  

Friday, July 23  

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig  

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that 

contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. 

One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other 

life you could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in 

your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you 

had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these 

other lives truly be better? 

In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig's enchanting blockbuster novel, Nora Seed finds herself faced 

with this decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a 

different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must 

search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling 

in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place. 

Friday, September 17 

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 

Anna Karenina is one of the most loved and memorable heroines of 

literature. Her overwhelming charm dominates a novel of unparalleled 

richness and density. Tolstoy considered this book to be his first real attempt 

at a novel form, and it addresses the very nature of society at all levels,- of 

destiny, death, human relationships, and the irreconcilable contradictions of 

existence.  
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Outreach News 

As summer arrives, we cannot forget the less fortunate people 
around us.  First Bethel prepared and packaged 125 meals for 
Daily Bread on June 13. Unfortunately, we ran out of food, but 
Pastor Bob always has something in the freezer to bring out, so 
everyone was fed.   
A special thanks to Lea Cook, Gloria Stephan, and Keith Swan for 
their help.  Our next date for Daily Bread is Sunday August 15. 
Anyone that would like to help please call the church office or 
Sally Irick at 412-833-9324. 
 
The Outreach committee is always looking for people who are interested in helping the less 
fortunate in our community, our state, our nation, and the world.  First Bethel does a wonderful 
job supporting our projects and we are so thankful for that.   
 
We will be meeting soon to plan the rest of the year’s projects so please stay tuned.  
Remember that we are the “hands and feet of Jesus “.  We can’t fix the world, but we can 
brighten a few lives with each project we do.  Thanks again for all of your support.    

Sally Irick   

 

 

Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for extra mile 

giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted here for your 

consideration.   

Simply indicate your gift in the Other area of your offering envelope or 

online giving form  

 

JULY FOCUS MINISTRY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
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by Gloria Stephan 

"Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time we’ll have a harvest if we don’t give 

up." Galatians 6:9  

Our ASP@Home week exceeded every expectation. We served in our local community and built 
relationships as planned, but we were blessed beyond measure at every turn.  ASP is always 
an experience that cannot be easily described, because the impact is so much more than can 
be seen in the physical outcomes of the work of our hands. We ourselves are forever changed.  
 
Even though we genuinely missed our annual trek to Appalachia, we found meaningful service 
projects within walking or driving distance every day.  We didn’t have every person every day as 
we usually do, but that meant that we had folks join us for just a day or two that were not able to 
participate for an entire week.   
 
In the midst of people dealing with homelessness, food scarcity, illness, physical mobility limits, 
financial stress and other issues, we saw an abundance of hope, love, and selfless giving. We 
crossed paths and interacted with folks we never would have met otherwise.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Here are a few highlights of our ASP@Home week June 21-25th 2021 
 

 Assembled a large gazebo for Kings 
School Kids to provide shade in their 
playground 

 Stained and sealed two new picnic tables 

for Kings School Kids and the church 

 Weeded and mulched beds, and primed 

and painted exterior areas of brick and 

wood siding at our church parsonage 

 Built five step stools from two by fours  

 Spent two days at the Eastbrook Mission 

Barn near New Castle, PA.  With the help of 

other local volunteers, we disassembled a 

wooden handicap ramp so it could be 

replaced with a new modular ramp.  We 

removed and replaced a porch deck 

connected to a handicap ramp, and 

installed spindles and handrails on a porch.  
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Re-usable materials were loaded up and stored at the mission barn. Katie even asked us to 

clean out a fire pit and shovel gravel to ensure we got our 10,000 steps in that day!     

 Assisted with the Daily Bread feeding ministry on the North Side of Pittsburgh by passing out 

Blessing Bags, and visiting and praying with the clients.  Pastor Bob was a blessing to us as 

we discussed the causes of homelessness, common misperceptions, and ways we can help.  

We donated our extra fruit cups, chips, and bottled water to the cause. 

 Cleaned, primed, and painted the iron railings at the front entrance of the church 

 Don’t worry, we still had time for a Square Dance, Church On Fire, ASP Trivia, Four-Square, 

Bananagrams, a trip to Dairy Queen, a Picnic at Peterswood Park, and Lunch and Dinner 

together every day - ASP style!   

Our ASP@Home volunteers built relationships with everyone they came in contact with, 

including Pastor Bob of Daily Bread, Katie Peterson of the Mission Barn, and several strangers 

and local volunteers that became fast friends and partners in service.   

The need is great, and we don’t want to wait until next year to continue our ASP@Home efforts.  

We will be working with Pastor David Ewing, ASP and other agencies to provide monthly 

opportunities for service in our local community.   
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Willmott 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 10AM–3PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The deadline for the July issue of the Kings Light is  
Noon on July 20, 2021.  Please have your article in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

