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WHY DO WE DO THE THINGS WE DO? 

-A Monthly Newsletter Message from Pastor David 

I sing a song of the saints of God, 

patient and brave and true, 

who toiled and fought and lived and died 

for the Lord they loved and knew. 

And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 

and one was a shepherdess on the green; 

they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, 

God helping, to be one too. 

 
I have a question!  Are you a saint?  Most likely, your first thought is to give 

a resounding “NO!” The prevalent thought of “saint” is one that is very lofty and 
mostly unattainable.  Perhaps your answer to the next question will help:  Are you 
a Christian (aka. A follower of Christ)?  If your answer to this question is affirmative, 
you are a saint!  Congratulations!   

Here is the working definition of a saint that I prefer, and one I think is 
consistent with scripture:  A saint is a “holy one,” someone who is set apart for 
God’s special purposes. As a result, every follower of Jesus Christ is a saint. 

So with that being said and understood…it is time for another “Why Do We 
Do the Things We Do?”  The question I would like to write a few things about is:  
Why do we celebrate ‘All Saints Day?’  Why do we dedicate a Sunday worship 
service to recognize those saints that have passed onto glory? 

John Wesley enthusiastically counted All Saints Day one of the greatest 
celebration in the life of church.  He believed passionately that being thankful of 
those that lived in and served the church in earthly life provides a rich expression 
of worship.  As we take inventory of the various ways the church has been served 
and provided for, by means of these saints, we see more clearly the truths of the 
body of Christ Saint Paul emphasizes in 1 Corinthians 12.   

The first half of the hymn verse I provided above provide another answer as 
to why we do what we do.  We sing a song of the saints of God because those 
saints have shown us how to exercise patience, boldness and loyalty as we partner 
with God in propagating the present Kingdom of God.  They have revealed how to 
tirelessly and selflessly for their love of God.  For this reason, All Saints Day is a 
celebration of the lives of our loved ones that have gone into glory…but also a 
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celebration of the Kingdom of God!  God, by means of grace, has allowed all the 
saints of God the privilege of furthering that Kingdom.   

Therefore, we’ll celebrate!  We’ll celebrate the lives of those who have shown 
us the face of God and have assisted leading us into the heart of by means of the 
spiritual gifts, passions and abilities God has given! 

I am glad to have had another opportunity to share another installment of 
“Why We Do What We Do!”   

 

Serving and Journeying Together,  

Pastor David 

 

 

 

 

On November 7th we will remember our saints that 

have gone on before us and entered God’s 

embrace.  In worship we will remember: 

• Church members who have passed since All 

Saints Day 2019 

 

• Immediate family of a church member (spouse, 

child, sibling, parent) that has passed since All 

Saints Day 2019.  Please let us know if you have 

someone to add by contacting the church office by 

noon on Wednesday November 3rd.  

Family members will be invited to light their loved one’s candle while the name is read.  This will 

include the ringing of a handbell and the church bell.   

Please call Pastor David if you have any questions.  I am looking forward to our “Singing a Song 

of Our Saints” in worship with you all!  May God bless you in your memory of those who now live 

on the other side of eternity.   

Journeying Together, 

Pastor David 



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   November 2021 P a g e  | 3 

New Sermon Series 

During Sunday Worship at 9AM and 11AM 

 

Sarah Crosby     

The Way of Necessity  / Acts 11:1-18 

Sarah Crosby was one of the earliest women 

preachers in Methodism. She discovered that 

Christian ministry requires a “going all in” with 

what God has given us. We’ll look at her life 

in stewardship. 

St. Luke the Evangelist 

The Way of Generosity  / Luke 19:1-10 

Luke was a person of great privilege and self-

confidence. But this privilege and self-

confidence was not, for Luke, an invitation to 

hold himself higher than others. On the 

contrary, what is perhaps most notable about 

Luke’s gospel is his emphasis on the place of 

women, the poor, and outcasts (including lepers and Samaritans) in Jesus’ ministry and in the 

early church. 

St. Francis of Assisi  

The Way of Poverty / Mark 10:17-31 

The Way of Poverty is a very different way of looking at stewardship. Before exhorting others 

to give, Francis asks, “Is it yours to give? Let’s pause to consider – where does what you have 

come from? Francis said that this kind of voluntary poverty was freedom – freedom from owing 

anyone other than God, and so freedom to serve God. 

Mary McCleod Bethune 

The Way of Authority / James 2:1-9 

Mary McLeod Bethune’s authority was not an inherited status or a position that she bought 

with money; instead, she had moral authority. She did not show partiality to one group over 

another. She confidently walked into the White House to advise the President and First Lady. 

She was undaunted by obstacles, but did what was right, regardless of who disagreed or stood 

in her way  
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Beginning on October 10, our 9AM 

worship service is available on a new First 

Bethel UMC Podcast! 

 

While there will no longer be a Livestream 
service on YouTube, there will be an audio 
version of the service you can listen to 
online just as easily. Podcasts should be available by noon each Sunday. 

 
In some ways, this will be even better! 

 
We will post the link on Facebook and the link to the Podcast channel will be on the church 
website. If you normally pull up YouTube to watch the service, it will work the same way ...just 
without video. 

BONUS   You will also be able to use the PodBean App on your phone or other mobile 
device to download the weekly sermons. This means you can listen to them anytime! You can 
even set it to automatically download. 
Looking ahead: we will be getting the Podcast of the services listed on Apple Podcast and other 
sources too!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 AM * Worship in the Sanctuary  

10 AM  Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

10:15 AM Sunday School for Children and Adults 

11 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary  

 

*The 9AM Service will be available via Podcast by noon each week  

 

The Podcast is available on the church website and Facebook   

Or you can use the PodBean Podcast App and download sermons. 

You can even set PodBean to automatically download every week! 

 

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/ 

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/
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MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, November 3 at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information.   

 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 7 

Don’t forget to Fall Back! 

Turn your clocks back one hour 
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OUTREACH 

by Lorna Schlutz 
 
The Outreach Committee met on October 18 to set some 
goals for our upcoming months working into the new 
year. We are looking into the possibility of making a 
connection with a family that may have lost nearly 
everything from the ravages of Hurricane Ida.  Our efforts 
would be through coordination with the First United 
Methodist Church of Hammond, Louisiana, a church that 
also suffered storm damage.  As the specifics of this 
effort are being ironed out and we gather additional 
information, please watch for updates in our Sunday 
Bulletins or on First Bethel's website.    

 
In the meantime, as has been our habit, we plan to do a 
head-to-toe tree (aka, mitten tree) for warm scarves, mittens, 
gloves, and/or hats for donation to Melting Pot Ministries.  
Melting Pot Ministries serves the South Park, Bethel Park, 
and Baldwin/Whitehall communities with its after school 
program.  Their website indicates a striving to be informed 
and prepared to serve families needing help, including 

trauma informed care (physical, psychological, and emotional safety), tutoring, and other support 
needs.  First Bethel is blessed to be able to help keep the kids safe and warm. 

 
 
Also this year, we will have a giving tree of suggestions for gift cards for day 
care, kitchen, and general church needs that seem to fall through the cracks.  
 
We hope to have both trees up and available for your undecorating pleasure 
sometime near the middle of November. 
 
Our next Daily Bread date to feed the hungry in Pittsburgh’s Northside will be 
December 12.  As of this writing, we are continuing to serve meals in 
containers for take-out.  Please let Sally Irick know if you would like to help 
with this mission. 
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ADVENT 
SEASONAL 
CALENDAR 
The Outreach Committee has decided to present the following 

giving opportunity for your consideration.  Because Thanksgiving 

and Christmas are traditionally times of bounty, we are asking that 

a listed item for each day could be obtained and set aside for 

presentation to a family in need in our community in January.   

Boxes for containing your gifts will be available in the Narthex.  

Blessings. 

 

December 1 - box of cereal 

December 2 - peanut butter 

December 3 - stuffing mix 

December 4  boxed potatoes 

December 5 - macaroni and cheese 

December 6 - can fruit 

December 7 - can tomatoes 

December 8 - can tuna 

December 9 - dessert mix 

December 10 - jar of applesauce 

December 11 - can sweet potatoes 

December 12 - cranberry sauce 

December 13 - can beans 

December 14 - box of crackers 

December 15 - package of rice 

December 16 - package of oatmeal 

December 17 - package pasta 

December 18 - spaghetti sauce 

December 19 - chicken noodle soup 

December 20 - tomato soup 

December 21 - can corn 

December 22 - can mixed vegetables 

December 23 - can carrots 

December 24 - can green beans 
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The Nyadire Connection  

Chicken BBQ Results  

From Phil Himmler AKA “The Chicken” 

  

 

WELL, FIRST BETHEL, YOU DID! 

Hot Diggity Dog!     Holy Cow!    Oh My Gosh!     I Can’t Believe This! 

How can I properly say thank you for making my dream of TNC selling 900 Chicken BBQ tickets 

come true? 

Receiving mega dollars from the Bethel Park/Upper St. Claire Rotary for educating Zimbabwean 

teens is now a hope when the Spring dispersion of Rotary money happens. 

How can I thank you?    How’s this? 

THANK YOU BIG TIME! 

TATENDA ZVAKANAKA! 

But read on, please.   It was First Bethel, as it ALWAYS is, that elevated the ticket sales to that 

900 number AND MORE!     YEP!      

TNC sold 950 tickets this year thanks to your unmatched generosity.   It was YOU, my wonderful 

FB family,  who put us way over our 2019 amount of 814 tickets.   I said it via bold letters up 

above, but now I am saying thank you from my TNC heart for Zimbabwe. 

 

Love and shalom to you - - down deep, 

Phil 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.idlehearts.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F12%2Fdo-all.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesgram.com%2Fwhen-you-do-good-quotes%2F&docid=5xjQgddD_skfEM&tbnid=o3aZYIia04JgDM%3A&w=490&h=372&bih=668&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwiom8K6_9zPAhXJeT4KHfs9ArMQMwgyKAMwAw&iact=mrc&uact=8


First Bethel United Methodist Church                   November 2021 P a g e  | 9 

Thanksgiving Dinner Kits 

Sponsored by the First Bethel Men’s Group 

 

Blue Apron…Hello Fresh…Purple Carrot.  

Have you ever heard of these meal delivery 

companies?  Well, this Thanksgiving they have got 

nothing on First Bethel!! 

The Men’s group will be sponsoring full 

Thanksgiving dinner kits for 15 families in our local 

community who may need a little help or love over 

the Thanksgiving holiday.  

The men will donate frozen turkeys and a gallon of milk for each family as the base of a 

Thanksgiving dinner, with the hope that the congregation will help to provide the rest of the items 

on the menu.  

There are signup sheets (one for each item on the menu) in the Narthex, and the men ask that 

you sign up for each item you would like to donate.  If a list is full, please choose another item.   

Items not donated by the congregation will be supplied by the men’s group. 

The Menu 

Roast Turkey  Mashed Potatoes and Gravy  Stuffing  Sweet Potatoes  Vegetables 

Cranberry Sauce  Dinner Rolls  Pumpkin Pie with Cool Whip  Milk 

Donations can be dropped off anytime in the Narthex or downstairs refrigerator, but must be at 

the church by Noon on Sunday, November 21st.  The items for the meal will be assembled and 

distributed later that afternoon.  If there are any questions, please see Jim Walter or Ken 

Williams. 

Please remember, one can of cranberry sauce or one box of stuffing mix may not seem like 

much at all, but with everyone working together, we can provide a Thanksgiving meal for 15 

deserving families. 

Let’s make this a Great Thanksgiving! 

Your generous donations of ingredients for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner will aid 15 families 

in our local area who could use a little help. Please support this very important project by 

volunteering to provide one or more items on the signup sheets.   Thank You!  
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LIBRARY NEWS 

"A real joyride" 
 

 
THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY  

This engaging story is sure to become another bestseller by author Amor 
Towles. (His previous two novels, Rules of Civility and A Gentleman in Moscow, 
were big hits worldwide and are also in our Library.)  This one’s brand new, 
published last month.  It is set in the 1950s and features two brothers, Emmett, 
18, a good kid who spent time in a work farm for accidentally killing a bully, and 
Billy, a precocious 8-year-old.  Their father has died, and his Nebraska farm is 
in foreclosure.  The boys plan to use the Lincoln Highway to find their mother, 
who abandoned them.  They hit the road with two other characters, both teens 
on the run, in a powder blue 1948 Studebaker, but the trip, to put it mildly, is not 

what they expected it to be.  Not even close. Time magazine says this is a "captivating piece of 
historical fiction … rife with unforgettable characters."  The New York Times says it’s 
"mischievous, wise and wildly entertaining."  NPR calls it a real joyride.  576 pages.  
 

THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE END TIMES:  BIBLE PROPHECY FOR EVERYONE 
 
Starting with the cover, this certainly is a religious book with a different look.  For 
one thing, it has cartoons, graphs and charts – page after page.  Christian 
publisher Harvest House says End Times helps readers "navigate the ins and 
outs of Bible prophecy."  It deals with "much complexity and confusion" about 
eschatology, the branch of theology concerning such "last things" as death, 
resurrection, and the end of the world.  
 

The publisher says it’s common to dismiss prophecy-related terms such as rapture and 
apocalypse "as irrelevant and … too complicated," and that this book explains them in a down-
to-earth manner.  Dr. Ron Rhodes of Scriptures Ministries, who has written more than 60 books, 
praised this one by illustrator/author Todd Hampson.  "This is probably the most visually 
appealing book on Bible prophecy ever published," Rhodes said.  "I recommend it with great 
enthusiasm."  It is also new in the Library. 221 pages. 
 
Your Library Staff 
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BOOK CLUB 

Book Club meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30PM at 

Panera in South Park Shops. EXCEPT….in December we’ll meet at 

7PM at the home of Mike and Gloria Stephan (spouses welcome too!) 

November 19 - The Yellow House by Sarah M. Broome  

A brilliant, haunting and unforgettable memoir 

from a stunning new talent about the inexorable pull of home and 

family, set in a shotgun house in New Orleans East. 

In 1961, Sarah M. Broom’s mother Ivory Mae bought a shotgun house in the 

then-promising neighborhood of New Orleans East and built her world inside 

of it. It was the height of the Space Race and the neighborhood was home to 

a major NASA plant—the postwar optimism seemed assured. Widowed, Ivory 

Mae remarried Sarah’s father Simon Broom; their combined family would 

eventually number twelve children. But after Simon died, six months after Sarah’s birth, the 

Yellow House would become Ivory Mae’s thirteenth and most unruly child. 

A book of great ambition, Sarah M. Broom’s The Yellow House tells a hundred years of her 

family and their relationship to home in a neglected area of one of America’s most 

mythologized cities. This is the story of a mother’s struggle against a house's entropy, and that 

of a prodigal daughter who left home only to reckon with the pull that home exerts, even after 

the Yellow House was wiped off the map after Hurricane Katrina. The Yellow House expands 

the map of New Orleans to include the stories of its lesser known natives, guided deftly by one 

of its native daughters, to demonstrate how enduring drives of clan, pride, and familial love 

resist and defy erasure. Located in the gap between the “Big Easy” of tourist guides and the 

New Orleans in which Broom was raised, The Yellow House is a brilliant memoir of place, 

class, race, the seeping rot of inequality, and the internalized shame that often follows. It is a 

transformative, deeply moving story from an unparalleled new voice of startling clarity, 

authority, and power. 

December 17 - The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate 

Note earlier start time of 7PM and we’ll meet at the Stephan’s home 

From the bestselling author of  Before We Were Yours comes a dramatic 

historical novel of three young women searching for family amid the destruction 

of the post–Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher who learns of their 

story and its vital connection to her students’ lives.  Bestselling author Lisa 

Wingate brings to life startling stories from actual “Lost Friends” advertisements 

that appeared in Southern newspapers after the Civil War, as newly freed slaves 

desperately searched for loved ones who had been sold away. 

January 21, 2022 – The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles (see Library News for details)  
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 Auction Items Featured At Nov. 14 Event 

The Nyadire Connection (TNC) (www.nyadire.org) is celebrating its 15th anniversary, and during 

our Nov. 14 celebration event, we will offer many exciting auction items, with all proceeds 

going to TNC.  Here a sample:  We have, Zimbabwe-made arts and crafts, including statues 

and a purse.  Baskets of cheese, olive oil and Christmas items.  A beautiful quilt, homemade 

by TNC’s Bonnie Lawson.  Tickets to the Steelers, Penguins and Pittsburgh Symphony.  An 

overnight stay at the Chapel Valley Estate B&B in Evans City, and a golf foursome at Chartiers 

Country Club.  (Must be present at the event to bid.) 

Please join us for a great evening, as we give thanks for our TNC friendships and blessings, 

celebrate the past 15 years, and present our “Forward 15” strategy. 

When:  Sunday, Nov. 14, 6-8 pm 

Where:  Dutilh UMC, 1270 Dutilh Road, Cranberry Township, PA  16066 

What:  Appetizers and desserts; music from Zimbabwe and “guests” via video; sale of crafts 

from Zimbabwe; raffle ticket auction and silent auction 

Tickets:  Available for $25 each and can be purchased at the following link:   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-nyadire-connection-15th-anniversary-event-tickets-

168013521967 

Or, you can buy a package of 8 for $160 by contacting TNC’s Debbie Little at 

deborah.little0@gmail.com 

  

http://www.nyadire.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-nyadire-connection-15th-anniversary-event-tickets-168013521967
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-nyadire-connection-15th-anniversary-event-tickets-168013521967
mailto:deborah.little0@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATES! 

JUNE 19 – JUNE 25 2022 

 

ASP has assigned our week of service in Appalachia for 

Sunday, June 19th – Saturday, June 25th 

Non-refundable deposits of $50/youth or $100/adult and volunteer commitment forms will be due 

in February. Don’t miss out!    

  Youth (age 13* or 14-18) by date of trip   (*8th grade completed by date of trip) 
Young Adults (age 19-24) by date of trip (clearances required) 
Adults (age 25+) by date of trip    (clearances required) 

 
Please contact the Church Office or Gloria Stephan if we don’t already have you on our ASP 
information mailing list.  For more information, see the Summer Program details at  
http://www.ASPHome.org or contact Gloria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Church Union will distribute new coats and 
other winter gear at The Bridge in Northview 
Heights on December 4th.   
 
Donations of NEW winter clothing of all sizes 
(coats, hats, gloves, scarves, etc.) can be 
dropped off at Calvary UMC, The Olive Branch 
or The Bridge.  For more information or to 
schedule a pick-up or drop-off, please contact 
Rev. Beth Nelson at 412-398-7894 

  

http://www.asphome.org/
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Hello Brothers and Sisters 

During the worship service a few weeks ago, I made an 

announcement looking for people who were interested in 

participating with the music program at First Bethel.  During Advent, 

we will have two songs performed by a "Beginners Choir," 

supported by our adult choir.  If you are interested in joining us, we 

only ask that you are able to read English (reading music is not 

required), can generally sing (carry a tune) and have a willingness to 

learn and have fun.   

Any age may participate as long as they meet the above criteria.  I'm also open to participation 

from instrumental players with any instrument, including handbells.  Instrumentalists should be 

able to read music and have a basic competency in their instrument.   

And lastly, just as a reminder, I'm only looking for small commitments.  I only ask that you commit 

to a few rehearsals and the Sunday service of the performance.  Rehearsals are currently 

Thursday evenings 7:30 - 9:00, with "Beginner's Choir" starting up on November 4th.  If you are 

interested or have any questions, don't hesitate to contact me. 

 

Serving Together, 

Samuel Campbell 

musicdirector@firstbethelumc.org 

412.855.3079 

 

 

Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

NOVEMBER FOCUS MINISTRY 

TRUSTEES 

Our Trustees have responsibility for supervision, oversight and care of all real property 

owned by the local church.  That includes all church buildings and grounds and the 

parsonage where our Pastor lives.  If you’re a homeowner, you know this is a huge 

responsibility with many associated costs.  Your dollars will go towards the list of 

projects that never ends!   

  

mailto:musicdirector@firstbethelumc.org
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November 12-14  Women’s Retreat - Olmsted Manor in Kane, PA   

(Friday night to Sunday afternoon)  See Amy Scott or call the Church 

Office for more information  

 

Sunday, November 14 The Nyadire Connection 15th Anniversary Celebration Event 

    Dutilh United Methodist Church in Cranberry Township  

    Tickets are $25/each or a table of 8 for $160  

    Contact deborah.little@dentons.com for more information   

 

Sunday, December 5 ADVENT  NIGHT ! 
Things may look a little different this year, but you can expect food, 

fellowship, singing and crafts.   

  

Thursday, December 9 Church Conference at First Bethel with our District Superintendent 

Rev. Deborah Ackley-Killian 

 

 

Remember the latest Church Calendar is available on our website at: 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org 

Look in the right pane of our home page for upcoming events, 
or select “View Full Calendar” 

Call the church office with any questions or changes and let us know if we’re missing anything! 
  

mailto:deborah.little@dentons.com
http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

