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Do you desire to grow closer to God this year? 

If so, what do you think that will involve? 

I have been praying for our church and for discernment 
regarding my leading us throughout this year.  When I do, I keep coming back to these questions.   

The people in every church would like to see their church grow.  Most remember all the 
sanctuary pews full, multiple choirs, large Sunday School, and many varied ministries.  In the 
first week of one of my past church appointments, a well-meaning member stopped by my office 
to ask me, “What are you going to do to grow the church?”  My response took him by surprise 
I’m afraid.  I answered, “I’m going to grow the church by not trying to grow the church.”  In my 
response, I was affirming it is the pastor’s role to equip the people of God to be the church in 
increasing measure by means of growing closer to God.  Growing the church is simply a hopeful 
derivative of people growing closer to God collectively as the church.   

 The second chapter of the book of Acts describes a church that was growing.  They 
weren’t trying to grow numerically; they were intent on drawing closer to God by these means: 

• Abiding by the teaching of the Apostles 

• Being in regular community with one another 

• Worshipping together 

• Carrying out measures of social justice 

• Practicing radical hospitality 

These points outline what growing closer to God involves and looks like.  And as the people 
were drawing closer to God by these means, God was wooing others to join the group (And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. – Acts 2:47)   

As we journey into this year we have just begun, it is my vision and hope to lead us into 
an Acts 2 landscape where we concern ourselves, not with numeric growth, but with growth that 
positions each of us nearer to the heart of God.  Then we’ll wait and see what God will do with 
numbers. 

I will be spending the remainder of the winter having as many conversations as possible 
with all of you.  I want to know how I may best equip you that you may press into Acts 2 with 
increased intentionality.  It will be enjoyable and valuable to do it together! 

That’s what is coming “From the Heart” this month friends!  May God be with us as we 
continue journeying together! 

       From the Heart, 
       Pastor David 
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First Bethel Sundays 

 

  9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and  

Fellowship Time 

 

10:30 AM Sunday School  

for Children and Adults 

 

The 9:30AM 

Service will be 

available  

via Podcast by 1PM each week 
https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/


First Bethel United Methodist Church                   February 2022 P a g e  | 3 

 

Sunday Worship 

Sermon Series 

February 6, 2022        1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

This week, the text invites us to go back to where we 

started. We can reclaim our initial acceptance of the 

faith, when we first said yes to Jesus, or first said it in 

public in the presence of the loving and supporting 

church family. 

 

February 13, 2022      1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Jesus is the model of living and loving and dying and 

rising. And while we may not really know what happens 

at that threshold moment between this life and eternity, 

we embrace the promise and the hope wholeheartedly. 

 

 

February 20, 2022     1 Corinthians. 15: 35-38, 42-50 

Our discipleship path and our journey to heaven are the 

same journey. That is the glory that we are aiming 

toward; that is the promise that Paul reminds us of when 

he tells us that we will be raised in glory. Thanks be to 

God. 

 

February 27, 2022    2 Corinthians 3:12 – 4:2 

If your church is itching for a praise service, this is it. All 

the hymns and songs about the greatness of our Lord 

can be sung on this day. All the music that speaks of the 

awesomeness of God, of the wonder of Christ, of the 

mystery of the Spirit. This is a moment that defies 

explanation. And that’s a good thing. 
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Jorge Torres has been on our 

prayer list twice, as he has 

needed brain surgery in March 

2018 and again in November 

2021.   

Jorge is the son-in-law of very 

good friends of  Russ & Lorna 

Schlutz in Fort Myers Florida.   

I want to thank all of you!  

I received the very generous Christmas gift the 

congregation has given us.  We are very thankful for the 

gift and thankful for your generosity.  

I am very thankful for the privilege of being your pastor 

and I am very much looking forward to the year 2022 

with you all!   

We love you all! 

David & Christina Ewing 
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Eagle Scout Service Project 

Josh Zahniser (son of Todd & Traci Zahniser) sends words of thanks and a photo of his 

completed Eagle Scout service project. 

 

 

By now, you have probably seen the new structure in the front left hand corner of the Church 

next to the parking lot.  It is a bus shelter, constructed by Josh Zahniser of Scouts BSA Troop 

215 and his team of volunteers.   

The bus shelter will provide the children and staff of King School Kids with a place to wait for the 

school bus.  It will protect them from the weather and give them a safe place to gather out of the 

parking lot area.  The roughly 14 foot long by 6 foot wide by 8 foot high bus shelter has a full-

length bench along the back where the children can sit while they wait.   

Constructing the bus shelter was Josh's Eagle Scout service project which will help Josh obtain 

the prestigious rank of Eagle Scout.  Josh would like to thank the King School Kids staff and 

families and all of the Church members that contributed to and supported his project.  He hopes 

that the bus shelter will be used for many years to come. 
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A THANK YOU FROM KINGS SCHOOL KIDS 

The staff and children of Kings School Kids have been blessed in so 

many ways and we would like to thank: 

The “Angels” who generously gave gift cards and 

wished-for items through the Angel Tree.  Every 

gift was greatly appreciated. 

First Bethel SPRC for the delicious bagel, coffee and Danish breakfast.  It 

was the perfect start to a cold winter day!    

The Men’s Group for the gift cards they gave the staff who were so 

appreciative and overwhelmed with the thoughtfulness of our men. 

Jim Howells, ever thoughtful, for providing a holiday luncheon.  Another 

wonderful surprise!  

Everyone who has reached out and made genuine, heart-felt offers of help during this time 

when we are without Lynda.  We miss her and need her and can’t wait to have her back, but 

it’s comforting to know that the support of the church is unwavering. 

Finally, Josh Zahniser and everyone who supported him for all the hard work and dedication in 

constructing the bus shelter for our school kids.  We’re aware that he faced many obstacles 

and challenges while working on this Eagle Scout project and we’re very grateful that he was 

able to accomplish so much.   It has been a real blessing this winter.  Thanks Josh! 

 

 
 
The Youth Group would like to thank the Progressive Dinner 

hosts:  Pastor David & Christina, the Smith family, and the Bowser 

family.  Your hospitality was appreciated, and it was such a fun 

night!   

 

The Youth Winter Retreat is scheduled for February 18-20 (Presidents Day weekend) at 
Jumonville.  Let’s hope for snow!  
 
WONDERFUL NEWS…due to some VERY generous donations to the youth group from 
members of our congregation, this year’s retreat will be FREE!   
 

We are so blessed to be surrounded by such kindness  
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OUTREACH 

Our Outreach committee is still gathering results from the Reverse Advent 
Calendar Food Drive for SHIM, the Hat & Mitten Tree, and donations for 
David and Angie Taylor whose home was devastated by Hurricane Ida.  
Stay tuned for that information next month.  
 
Our dates for Daily Bread for 2022 are:  February 13, April 24, June 12, 

August 21, October 23, and December 11.  Our Confirmands have 

volunteered to help serve at our February 13 meal.   

 
Contact Sally Irick if you’re interested in being a part of this vital ministry. 
 
 

 
QUILT MINISTRY 

 
Can you touch a prayer?  Can you pull it close and feel its comfort? 

 

You can if it’s a Prayer Quilt.  Prayer Quilts are dedicated 

and prayed over during a worship service, and then knots 

are tied on the quilts as a symbol of sending a silent prayer 

of comfort and healing.  What makes each quilt special is 

not the pattern, color, or workmanship, but the fact that 

prayer is symbolically tied into each one.   

 

These quilts are a statement of faith, and a testimony to our 

belief in God and the power of Prayer.   
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

Dedicated 
 

 

The Total Fishing Manual is now in our Library, dedicated to Rick 

Rickenbach.   

It was truly an honor to choose this book in memory of Rick, a 

longtime member of First Bethel.  He was a special friend – and 

we all know how much he loved fishing.   

The subtitle of this colorful manual is 318 Essential Fishing 

Skills.  

 It has hundreds of photos and drawings.    

 

Fans of Kristin Hannah and Charles Martin will welcome the news that we have added three 

more books by each of these bestselling authors. 

Angel Falls, Home Front and Home Again by Hannah, joining her other books in the Library, 

including The Nightingale, The Great Alone and The Four Winds. 

Water from my Heart, The Letter Keeper and What If It’s True, A Storyteller’s Journey with 

Jesus by Martin. These three were recently donated.  Our other Martin books include When 

Crickets Cry, The Mountain Between Us and Send Down The Rain. 

We also have recently added: 

The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom, another author who has been popular with First 

Bethel readers. 

You Only Have to Die – Leading Your congregation to a New Life by Western Pennsylvania 

native James A Harnish. 

Wholehearted Faith and Searching for Sunday, two books by Christian 

columnist Rachel Held Evans, who was described by the New Yorker as 

“one of the most formidable figures in contemporary Christianity.”  

(Evans died in 2019. She was only 37.)     

-- Your Library Staff – 

  



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   February 2022 P a g e  | 9 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30PM at Panera Bread in South Park 

Shops. We always have room for new folks - give us a try!   

February 18 - The Nix by Nathan Hill 

From the suburban Midwest to New York City to the 1968 riots that rocked Chicago 

and beyond, The Nix explores—with sharp humor and a fierce tenderness—the 

resilience of love and home, even in times of radical change. 

 

It’s 2011, and Samuel Andresen-Anderson—college professor, stalled writer—has a 

Nix of his own: his mother, Faye. He hasn’t seen her in decades, not since she 

abandoned the family when he was a boy. Now she’s re-appeared, having 

committed an absurd crime that electrifies the nightly news, beguiles the internet, 

and inflames a politically divided country. The media paints Faye as a radical hippie 

with a sordid past, but as far as Samuel knows, his mother was an ordinary girl who married her high-

school sweetheart. Which version of his mother is true? Two facts are certain: she’s facing some serious 

charges, and she needs Samuel’s help 

 

To save her, Samuel will have to embark on his own journey, uncovering long-buried secrets about the 

woman he thought he knew, secrets that stretch across generations and have their origin all the way 

back in Norway, home of the mysterious Nix. As he does so, Samuel will confront not only Faye’s losses 

but also his own lost love, and will relearn everything he thought he knew about his mother, and himself. 

 

March 18 – Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead 

"Ray Carney was only slightly bent when it came to being crooked..." To his customers 

and neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an upstanding salesman of reasonably priced 

furniture, making a decent life for himself and his family. He and his wife Elizabeth are 

expecting their second child, and if her parents on Striver's Row don't approve of him 

or their cramped apartment across from the subway tracks, it's still home.  

 

Few people know he descends from a line of uptown hoods and crooks, and that his 

façade of normalcy has more than a few cracks in it. Cracks that are getting bigger all 

the time. Cash is tight, especially with all those installment-plan sofas, so if his cousin Freddie 

occasionally drops off the odd ring or necklace, Ray doesn't ask where it comes from. He knows a discreet 

jeweler downtown who doesn't ask questions, either. 

 

Then Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa—the "Waldorf of Harlem"—and 

volunteers Ray's services as the fence. The heist doesn't go as planned; they rarely do. Now Ray has a 

new clientele, one made up of shady cops, vicious local gangsters, two-bit pornographers, and other 

assorted Harlem lowlifes. Thus begins the internal tussle between Ray the striver and Ray the crook. As 

Ray navigates this double life, he begins to see who actually pulls the strings in Harlem. Can Ray avoid 

getting killed, save his cousin, and grab his share of the big score, all while maintaining his reputation as 

the go-to source for all your quality home furniture needs?  
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2022 ASP MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

REGISTER by February 27 

2022 ASP Registration 

TRIP DATES:  SUNDAY, JUNE 19 – SATURDAY, JUNE 25 2022 

Non-refundable deposits of $50/youth or $100/adult volunteer are due by February 27 

  Youth (age 13* or 14-18) by date of trip   (*8th grade completed by date of trip) 
Young Adults (age 19-24) by date of trip (clearances required) 
Adults (age 25+) by date of trip    (clearances required) 
 

Please contact the Church Office or Gloria Stephan if we don’t already have you on our ASP 
information mailing list.  For more information, or if you have any questions at all, see the 
Summer Program details at  http://www.ASPHome.org or contact Gloria. 

ROOTED IN LOVE 

John 15:4 says "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 

itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me." 

(NIV) 

 

Boon Supply has a great mix of eco-conscious products, 
seasonally designed and sustainably sourced.  With every 
purchase, we will get 40% back towards First Bethel’s 
2022 ASP mission trip.   

Help us by shopping the Boon Supply online store using 
this link:  https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-
first-bethel-asp 

All products ship direct to you and the fundraiser runs 
through May 2022 

https://forms.gle/QNudWB52CGEPjtd7A
http://www.asphome.org/
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
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The Nyadire Connection (TNC) 

Hoping to Plan Summer Mission Trip 

A Volunteer in Mission Team with The Nyadire Connection (TNC) is hoping to travel to 
Zimbabwe, Africa this summer.  TNC is looking for volunteers with a wide range of skills in the 
areas of education, ministry, agriculture, health, maintenance, and more. There are endless 
opportunities to engage in cross-cultural relationships, develop partnership programs, serve God 
and others, and grow spiritually. 

 

If you are interested in joining this team or hope to learn more, contact Molly at 
mollyalice.michael@gmail.com or visit the TNC website at www.nyadire.org. 

   

mailto:mollyalice.michael@gmail.com
http://www.nyadire.org/?fbclid=IwAR0q9FHxjxswFgd7h7K3PfHfeveDqiONmoszmXhSBeSkkvKe4_wIbtiPjjI


First Bethel United Methodist Church                   February 2022 P a g e  | 12 

 

Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

FEBRUARY FOCUS MINISTRY 

TRUSTEES 

The Trustees serve as Christian stewards of all the property 

God has entrusted to our congregation. This means 

supervising and maintaining all of our physical property,  

including the Church building, Education building, the 

Parsonage and all the grounds.  They ensure that our 

ministries can be safe and effective, and that all legal 

requirements related to our property are cared for.  

 

 

 

 MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, February 2 at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information.   
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

