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Hello King’s, Light readers!  I have decided to change up the theme I 

use for my newsletter writings for the year 2022.  There are so many 

different angles a pastor can take with a monthly church newsletter 

article.  As I considered this and thought it through, I decided it would 

be good for me to share what’s on my heart regarding congregational 

life at First Bethel.  I do believe we all benefit when we share from the heart, embracing transparency & 

vulnerability in our communication. Oftentimes, Christians/Churchgoers do not do this well.  There exists 

a tendency to paint a pretty picture that is not real or one that does not include authentic emotions.  We 

oftentimes feel the need to put up a front that communicates, “I have it all together,” when we do not. 

Though I don’t believe we have to put all our emotional life out on the table for all to see, I believe there 

is value in sharing from the heart. 

Sharing from the heart for me, at this time, leads me to the mixed emotions of the excitement of a 

new year in ministry with First Bethel.  This is tempered with the reality that we have lost many loved 

ones and church members in 2021.  We have begun 2022 saying goodbye to dear friend in Rick 

Rickenbach.  We also begin a new year with great concern for several of our church friends/members who 

are currently fighting serious illness.  I wish this wasn’t so friends.  I wish we could begin 2022 in the 

absence of grieving and with everyone relatively healthy.  I wish COVID-19 mitigation didn’t have to 

remain on our collective radar screens.  And I wish the beginning of this new year found us in a period of 

positive numerical growth.  The reality is we are not in this place.  We move into 2022 with concern… 

even fear.   

We walk into 2022 with a congregational limp, along with bumps & bruises, and sores.  We also 

walk with the scriptural reality that God works very powerfully through people who are experiencing 

difficulty and adversity.  This calls us to “re-frame” our expectation and thinking.  Instead of waiting for 

the adversity to subside to get back “on-track,” we should ask the question of how God will take the 

hardships we are enduring presently and do extraordinary work through it – using our limp, bumps, 

bruises, and sores. 

The hope we hold onto and celebrate at the turn of a year is a hope that is equally valid no matter 

where we find ourselves and what is happening around us.  Would it be easier and more enjoyable to go 

forward without the adversity?  Yes… for sure.  Is it possible that we may find deeper joy seeing God 

work through adversity than the joy that comes with ease?  Yes, it is very possible… I would even suggest 

it is a given.   

I close this with the lyrics of a song called “Little Is Much” written by Jason Germain & Marc 

Martel of the musical group Downhere: 

Consider a Kingdom in the smallest seed    Journeying Together, 

Consider that giants fall to stones and slings    Pastor David 

Consider a child in a manger  

Consider the story isn't over … 

What can be done with what you still have 



 

First Bethel United Methodist Church                   January 2022 P a g e  | 2 

Beginning Sunday January 2, 2022  
there will be 

ONE Worship Service at 9:30AM 
 

 

 

  9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 AM  Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

10:30 AM  Sunday School for Children and Adults 

 

 
 

The 9:30AM Service will be available via Podcast by noon each week 
 

The link will be posted on Facebook, 
and a link to the Podcast channel will be on the church website 

 
You can also use the PodBean Podcast App and download sermons. 

You can even set PodBean to automatically download every week! 

 

  
https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/ 

  

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/
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Perhaps the best-known 

passage, or best-loved passage 

from I Corinthians is chapter 13, 

the famous “love chapter.” This 

worship/sermon series is built on 

the Epistle reading as a way of 

seeing the light of Christ through 

the lens of love. “Love Never 

Ends” is both a description and a 

promise. As we journey together, may the light of the newborn Jesus shine around you, and in you, 

and then from you as we seek to continue to become disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. We who have seen the light of Christ now desire to reflect it in our community and in our 

world by letting others see Christ through our loving presence. 

Week One:  January 9, 2022  Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

Epiphany is about the revealing of the light to the world. Not 

all see it, of course; this is why Jesus frequently said, “let those 

who have ears to hear, hear.” Even we have moments where 

we aren’t so sure that we have seen that light. Yet, we who 

gather for worship have caught a glimpse of something, and 

we come to celebrate and to lean into that hope. 

 

Week Two:  January 16, 2022 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

“Love never ends” is the guiding theme for the whole 

series, but it is manifest in a variety of ways through 

these texts from I Corinthians. We begin this week with 

an emphasis on giftedness. God’s love for us is shown in 

the work that we do and in the gifts that we use. But not 

just in the doing itself, we see God’s love in the way 

service builds relationships and then those relationships 

create community. 

 

Week Three:  Jan. 23, 2022 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

We are continuing the focus on gifts of the Spirit this week. 

But while last week was to emphasize the unity of the whole 

community of faith, this week shifts to the individuals who 

are gifted among the body. 
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Week Four:  Jan. 30, 2022 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

As we worship, let us sing about loving; let us pray to be 

more loving; let us hear stories of powerful and 

transforming love, all with the intention of shaping our 

everyday lives along the pattern Paul describes in I 

Corinthians 13. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
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In Memory 

Kenneth W. Puckett 

February 27, 1934 ~ December 24, 2021 

Ken Puckett of Bethel Park, passed away at age 87 on Friday, 

December 24, 2021.  Beloved husband of 67 years to Doris P. 

Puckett; loving father of Leatha A. Banks (Jan), Robert D. Puckett 

(Solange), Charles E. Puckett (Julie) and the late Thomas W. Puckett; 

brother of Adrian Puckett (Sheila), Phyllis Powers (Thomas) and 

Linda West (Steve); proud grandfather of Megan Jackson (Billy), 

Lauren Finnerty Nathan Puckett, Katie Puckett, and Rachel Puckett; 

great-grandfather of Luke, Wyatt, and Ellie Jackson.  Ken was a 

former FBI agent and scrap-metals broker.  He loved his family and 

will be dearly missed.  Friends were  received on Thursday December 

30 from 11AM -1PM with a funeral service at 1 pm at Paul Henney Cremation & Funeral Tributes, 

5570 Library Rd. Bethel Park.  Interment will be in Jefferson Memorial Park. 

https://www.henneyfuneralhome.com/obituary/Kenneth-Puckett 

 

William R. "Rick" "Rich" Rickenbach 

March 9, 1938 ~ December 31, 2021 

William R. Rickenbach "Rick" "Rich" of Bethel Park, peacefully at 

home on Friday, December 31, 2021, age 83, beloved husband of 

Kathryn and the late Carol, loving father of Deborah Stephens, Scott 

(Angela) and Tim Rickenbach, step-father of Heidi Magill (Stephen) 

& Tim Moore (Stephanie), brother of Edna May Rickenbach, 

grandfather of Adam, Erin, Brendan, Lauren & Emily. Rick was a 

proud math teacher for 35 years at Bethel Park High School, an avid 

hunter and fisherman. He was a member of the Bethel Park Historical 

Society, Bethel Park Gold Card Club, Library Sportsmen's Club and 

Bethel Park Outdoorsmen Association. 

Visitation Sunday January 2 from 1-4 & 6-8PM. at the David J. Henney Funeral Home, 6364 

Library Road, (RT 88), Library. Funeral Service Monday, January 3 at 11:00AM in First Bethel 

United Methodist Church. EVERYONE PLEASE MEET AT CHURCH. PLEASE WEAR MASKS 

AT THE FUNERAL HOME AND  CHURCH. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to First Bethel United Methodist Church, 5901 

Library Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102 or Bethel Park Outdoorsmen Assoc., P.O. Box 132, Bethel 

Park, PA 15102.  

https://www.davidhenneyfuneralhome.com/obituary/William-Rickenbach 

https://www.henneyfuneralhome.com/obituary/Kenneth-Puckett
https://www.davidhenneyfuneralhome.com/obituary/William-Rickenbach
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We would like to thank our 
church family for all the prayers 
and cards that were sent our 
way during the death of our 
Mother and Grandmother. 
 
Sally and Lem Irick and Family 
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OUTREACH 

by Lorna Schlutz 
 
By the time you have received this issue of Kings Light, we have been able 

to send a prayer quilt to David and Angie Taylor in Hammond, Louisiana, 

with the many tied strands that bind our quilts together encompassing our 

collective prayers, hopes, encouragement, and love.  We also were 

blessed to be able to send with the quilt a money order for $1,000 to help them begin to lift 

themselves from the devastation and nearly insurmountably dark days of Hurricane Ida.  

 

At this writing, more than five boxes of food have been filled in response to the Reverse Advent 

Calendar project.  We will have a final total of boxes and financial donations soon.   

 

Our Angel and Mitten Trees each had a busy season.  Many Angel requests were removed from 

the tree and were replaced with Kings School Kids gift cards and gifts.  By mid-December, we 

already had a resplendent supply of hats, scarves, mittens, socks, and gloves on the Mitten 

Tree.  Thank you so much to all who responded so generously to these invitations.   

 

Our dates for Daily Bread for 2022 follow:  February 13, April 24, June 12, August 21, October 

23, and December 11.  We are thrilled that our Confirmands have volunteered to serve at our 

February 13 meal.   

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30PM at Panera Bread in South Park 

Shops.  

January 21 - The Lincoln Highway  
This engaging story is sure to become another bestseller by author Amor 
Towles. (His previous two novels, Rules of Civility and A Gentleman in Moscow, 
were big hits worldwide and are also in our Church Library.)  This one’s brand 
new.   
It is set in the 1950s and features two brothers, Emmett, 18, a good kid who 
spent time in a work farm for accidentally killing a bully, and Billy, a precocious 
8-year-old.  Their father has died, and his Nebraska farm is in foreclosure.  The 
boys plan to use the Lincoln Highway to find their mother, who abandoned them.  
They hit the road with two other characters, both teens on the run, in a powder 

blue 1948 Studebaker, but the trip, to put it mildly, is not what they expected it to be.  Not even 
close. Time magazine says this is a "captivating piece of historical fiction … rife with 
unforgettable characters."  The New York Times says it’s "mischievous, wise and wildly 
entertaining."  NPR calls it a real joyride.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 

This and that … 
 
 
 
 

CLASSICS 
The 1,800-plus books in our Library include many classics. . 
Among them: 
-- The Grapes of Wrath 
-- To Kill a Mockingbird 
-- A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
-- The Worst Hard Time 
  
FREE BOOKS AND LITERATURE 
When visiting the Library, make sure to look over the selections in this bookshelf beside our 
desk. Take what you’d like to read, for yourself or others. Examples: 
-- Highmark Caring Place pamphlets on helping children cope with the death of a loved one 
and understanding the grief process. 
-- Widowed Without Warning Joanne Shortley-Lalonde tells how she survived a “tragic and 
emotional journey” after a 1994 Pittsburgh plane crash that killed 132 people, including her 
husband.  
-- Alzheimer’s – Pamphlets on understanding research on this disease – the most common 
cause of dementia. 
  
FOR OUR YOUNGEST READERS 
Hundreds of books, including: 
-- A Children’s Treasury of Prayers (“I see the moon and the moon sees me, and now before 
I run to play let me not forget to pray.”) 
-- Wonkey Donkey 
-- The Rainbow Fish 
-- Wherever You Are My Love Will Find You (with a  picture of a child and bear dancing on 
the cover). 
                                                      -- Your Library Staff – 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

will meet on Monday, January 24th at 7PM  

(instead of January 17th) 
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2022 THEME IS 

ROOTED IN LOVE 

John 15:4 says...   

 "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me." (NIV) 

ASP’s 2022 theme Rooted in Love reminds us that our lives are rooted in God's 

love, and that since we are connected through God's love, we share common 

ground! As we grow in love, our lives bear fruit and we branch out to be the hands 

and feet of Christ. 

TRIP DATES:  SUNDAY, JUNE 19 – SATURDAY, JUNE 25 2022 

Non-refundable deposits of $50/youth or $100/adult and volunteer commitment forms are due in 

February. Don’t miss out!    

  Youth (age 13* or 14-18) by date of trip   (*8th grade completed by date of trip) 
Young Adults (age 19-24) by date of trip (clearances required) 
Adults (age 25+) by date of trip    (clearances required) 
 

Please contact the Church Office or Gloria Stephan if we don’t already have you on our ASP 
information mailing list.  For more information, see the Summer Program details at  
http://www.ASPHome.org or contact Gloria. 

 

Boon Supply has a great mix of eco-conscious products, 
seasonally designed and sustainably sourced.  With every 
purchase, we will get 40% back towards First Bethel’s 
2022 ASP mission trip.   

Help us by shopping the Boon Supply online store using 
this link:  https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-
first-bethel-asp 

All products ship direct to you and the fundraiser runs 
through May 2022 

http://www.asphome.org/
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
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Women’s Retreat 

Seasons Litany* 

 

During our Women’s Retreat, we discussed how God is in all the seasons of our lives.   

Rev. Kathy Clark took our words and created a litany that we used during our Sunday worship 

time.  The litany included all four seasons, and below you will find the portion on Winter.  Other 

seasons will be shared in the Kings Light through 2022.   

 

WINTER 

Leader: Lord of the seasons and all that is life, we praise you. 

We praise You throughout the seasons, breathing in the gifts of 

each, finding You in the change and constancy that the flow of 

life brings. 

 

Leader: Lord, we thank you for Winter, days of shadow and a 

white so bright it lights the world around us.  

 

Souls: Yet, in that quiet light growing, there is a churning 

within. Could it be the seeds we are, planted by Your hand, 

finding home in the soil once again, seeking that tiny 

opening that lets us grow into something renewed in faith, 

feeling Your love molding and shaping, widening and 

deepening our knowledge of whose we are and why we are 

here?   

 

We sing the words of winter: cold, dark, icicles, white, calming, bleak, depressing, deadly, 

bundled, cozy, flannel pajamas, icy, slippery, snuggling, fresh, fallow, dormant, scent of pine, 

fire and hot chocolate, taste of mint, spiced nuts, and cookies, silence, waiting, stillness, 

reflection, nesting. 

 

All Souls: Lord, we thank you for Winter and for the gift you give us in this season of deep 

rest both for nature and for our souls, as we grow stronger for the day when the seed will 

come through the soil again, arch its back and stretch to the heavens. We wait and take 

a breath in its stillness. 

 

*Shared with permission from Rev. Kathy Clark of Jefferson UMC 
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Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

JANUARY FOCUS MINISTRY 

SHIM (South Hills Interfaith Movement) 

Neighbors helping neighbors.  That’s what it’s all about.   

SHIM has been providing food, clothing and 

services to people in need in Pittsburgh’s southern 

suburban neighborhoods since 1968.  

Faced with unprecedented new levels of suburban 

poverty, SHIM is expanding their work to include more neighbors helping more neighbors 

in need. 

 

 MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will not meet in January  The next meeting is  

Wednesday, February 2 at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information.   

 

 

2022 Church Offering Envelopes are here!  

Please pick yours up in the Narthex. 
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FIRST BETHEL 2022 LAY LEADERSHIP REPORT 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Church Council Chair    Melissa Smith 
Church Council Vice-Chair    Donna Leonhardt 
Pastor       Rev. David L. Ewing 
Secretary       Gloria Stephan 
Staff Parish Chair     Lisa McDermot 
Trustee Chair      Jim Howells 
Finance Chair     Shawn Evans 
Steward Chair     Stephanie Alstadt 
Kings School Kids Board Representatives Lynda Pore and Charlene Phillips 
Lay Leader      Michael Stephan 
Outreach Chair     Sally Irick 
Martha Circle      Barbara Dillon / Donna Hennen 
Men’s Ministry      Ken Williams 
Youth Representative    Grace Passios 
Worship Chair      Lea Cook 
Lay Delegate      Stephanie Alstadt 
At Large Member      Joanne LaRosa 
At Large Member     Margaret Nolte 
At Large Member     Marjorie Mills 
 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lisa McDermot             Chair    
Rev. David L. Ewing   Pastor 
 
Class of 2022   Class of 2022  Class of 2023 
Lisa McDermot   Robin Cecala   Mike Bowser 
Donna Stewart   Todd Slater    Keith Swan 
     Erin Martin    Lea Cook 
   
Michael Stephan  Lay Leader 
Stephanie Alstadt  Lay Delegate 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jim Howells    Chair 
Rev. David L. Ewing Pastor 
 
Class of 2022   Class of 2023  Class of 2024 
Jim Howells    Darrell Ulbrich  Rich Alstadt               
Dorrie Walter    Dave Miller   Linda Graney  
     Keith Swan 
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

