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From the very first Sunday I led worship at First Bethel, I have been enamored with the 

musical talent and depth of our First Bethel worshipping community.  The quality of our 

pianist/organist Phil is exceptional!  Sam’s musical leadership and talent is exceptional!  The 

special music numbers throughout the summer months, the Choir offerings, and the fantastic 

musical Christmas Eve services have impressed me tremendously.  I am so thankful God has 

gifted so many in our congregation with a passion and ability to make great music!  Music 

excellence has a great history within the First Bethel Congregation! 

One of my roles as pastor is to observe the manner in which God has gifted a 

congregation, individually, and collectively, and the manner in which the Spirit of God may be 

moving.  Then the task is to utilize and emphasize these gifts in a manner that builds up the 

congregation.  Our Music Director Sam and I have had several conversations regarding this.  

We have discerned some plans to broaden the opportunities for worship music.  This past 

Sunday (Feb. 20), we shared these plans with four of our lay persons.  The conclusion of this is 

“Open Praise.” 

Open Praise will be an opportunity to engage music, praise, and prayer in a manner that 

we do not typically engage in our worship service.  I will avoid giving the musical style a 

categorical name because that may “short-sell” it and not do it justice.  I can tell you what it won’t 

be…it won’t be “over-the-top” guitar, drums, lights, and jumping around.  I’m not knocking that 

style…it’s just not where we are currently at congregationally, so we won’t go there.  This time 

will take place Sunday mornings at 9:15am, just before our “regular” worship time, in the 

sanctuary.  This time of open praise will transition into our regular worship at approximately 9:30. 

If you are one that values pre-worship conversations with others before worship, please consider 

gathering in the narthex area(s) or in the church parlor and feel free to come to the sanctuary 

when you’re ready. 

I believe this will facilitate our church in using its gifts to diversify its worship/music style.  

It is my hope this helps us in our spiritual growth/formation.  I have confidence in our music 

director Sam!  He has a passionate heart for our congregation and leading us into the heart of 

God by means of music and praise. Please see Sam’s newsletter piece in the pages that follow.   

As with anything, I very much welcome and value your thoughts and suggestions on this.  

This includes any part of our life as the church together.  I love you all and desire to be used by 

God to bring us all into a “Closer Walk with Thee!”   

That’s what is coming “From the Heart” this month friends!  May God be with us as we 
continue journeying together! 
        

From the Heart, 
Pastor David 
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Hello Brothers and Sisters 

I was reminded of the United Methodist motto, "Open hearts, 

open minds, open doors" during a discussion of different styles 

of worship, praise and music used during service.  As the 

discussion centered around a time of music and praise before 

the regular worship service, I remarked that I preferred to lead 

in "open praise" style where all were invited to engage in a time 

of music, praise and prayer in whatever way they felt 

comfortable.   

One of the primary jobs of a worship leader is to help lead the 

congregation through expressions of worship.  It's an easy 

mistake to make, however, to believe that everyone in that 

congregation will (or should) worship in the same exact way.  There are many different 

expressions of worship (At least eight are mentioned in the book of Psalms).  During a time of 

open praise, music is most often used as a tool (and expression) to help focus our praise.   

However, that doesn't mean that everyone will come in and just sing.  Some might stand and 

raise their hands, some might sit and bow their heads.  Others will use the time for prayerful 

reflection and others will pour out their hearts with energetic activity, such as singing or clapping.   

It's important to remember that while we are all called as God's children, we are each unique 

individuals.  We each have our preferences for music, liturgical styles, expressions of worship 

and all those things that ignite the passion in our heart as followers of Christ.  A time of "open 

praise" is a musical invitation to come as you are and offer up your thanks and prayers however 

you feel comfortable 

Serving together,  

Samuel Campbell 
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First Bethel Sundays 
 

9:15 AM Open Praise   ***** NEW! ***** 

   (begins March 6) 

     

9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and  

Fellowship Time 

 

10:30 AM Sunday School  

for Children and Adults 

 

The 9:30AM Service will be available via Podcast by 

1PM each week 
https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 
First Bethel was founded in August 1947 

The original building started as a one room schoolhouse, and 

according to local history, it could have become a nightclub instead 

of a church.  But several devoted charter members established First 

Bethel on the corner of Kings School Road and Library Road, and  

began worshiping in what’s now called Founder’s Hall, and here we 

are!  

We’re looking for a small group of folks to plan our 75th anniversary 

celebration, probably in the September timeframe. Please let 

Pastor David or the Church Office know if you can help. 

  

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/
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The Moore and Rickenbach family 

want to thank everyone for their love, 

support, and donations to First Bethel 

United Methodist Church for Rick.  

 

Thank you, Pastor David, for your 

support! 

                                    Kathy Rickenbach 
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Series Outline: 

Date     Theme/ Sermon   Scripture 

Ash Wednesday (3/2/22)  “Piety Practice”   Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

1st Sunday in Lent (3/6/22)  “An Opportune Time”   Luke 4:1-13 

2nd Sunday in Lent (3/13/22)  “Under the Wings”   Luke 13:31-35 

3rd Sunday in Lent (3/20/22)  “If It Bears Fruit”   Luke 13:1-9 

4th Sunday in Lent (3/27/22)  “Lost & Found”   Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

5th Sunday in Lent (4/3/22)  “Filled with the Fragrance”  John 12:1-8 

Palm/Passion Sunday (4/10/22) “The Lords Needs It”   Luke 19:28-40 

Maundy Thursday (4/14/22)  “Do You Know What I Have Done?” John 13:1-17, 31-35 

Good Friday (4/15/22)  “Are You the King?”   John 18:1-19:42 
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In Loving Memory 

Kathy M. Hennen 

September 28, 1968 – February 3, 2022 

Kathy M. Hennen, 53, of Bethel Park, passed away on Thursday, 

February 3, 2022, in her home surrounded by her family and best 

friend.  Kathy was born on September 28, 1968 in Pittsburgh, first 

born daughter of Richard P. and Donna (Moore) Hennen. 

Along with her parents surviving is her sister, Linda (Brian) Bales 

of Kentucky, nieces Haley and Autumn Bales, aunts and uncles; 

Harry (Carol) Moore of Bridgeville, Dean (Peggy) Moore of 

Oakdale, James (Johanna) Moore of Bulger, six very important first 

cousins and their families and best friend, Lynne Augenstein (Jeff, 

Corey, Heather), godson Cass Wisniewski (Kelly, Boom, Kira), and 

her work family and friends. 

Kathy was an extremely beautiful, hardworking, artistic, talented, thoughtful, strong and 

independent person. She loved her family deeply and this love was reciprocated. Kathy was the 

most incredible aunt in the world and was a great help to anyone who needed it. Kathy started 

working at Brookside Lumber as a high school student and has been a bookkeeper there for 37 

years, most recently becoming the head bookkeeper. Kathy enjoyed simple vacations especially 

to Topsail Beach, NC where she became an expert shark tooth hunter. She also loved Disney 

World. Kathy would humor her sister and join her on small adventures, but she drew the line if 

things got “too adventurous”. She was also supportive of her brother-in-law’s passion for UK 

Basketball and was appointed to console him during any losses. Kathy never missed sending 

cards to friends and family on special occasions making them feel very important. She spent 

many hours tediously preparing delicious Baklava and special treats for her co-workers at 

Christmas. Kathy loved the outdoors (unless she encountered a snake!) and she kept her yard, 

gardens and vehicle immaculate. Kathy also enjoyed photography and always traveled with her 

camera to capture wonderful memories which we can now treasure. 

Kathy waged a brave and valiant battle, but sadly succumbed to stage IV breast cancer. In honor 

of Kathy’s life please take a moment to sincerely and genuinely encourage all the women in your 

life to seek annual mammograms. Mammograms can be a scary thing for many people, a taboo 

subject, or something put on the “back burner”. Please offer these people whatever support they 

need to make it happen. You can make a difference; you could save a life! 

 

Family and friends were received on Saturday, February 19, 2022, at Thomas-Little Funeral 

Service, Inc. and Crematory, 5000 Noblestown Rd., Oakdale .  In lieu of flowers donations may 

be made to the National Breast Cancer Foundation, PO Box 676910, Dallas, TX 75267-6910. 

https://memorials.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com/kathy-hennen/4850651/index.php 

https://memorials.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com/kathy-hennen/4850651/index.php
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A LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

 

Each year, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) offers a free Lenten 

daily devotional as a gift!  Each day throughout the forty-day season 

of Lent, you can read/listen to a devotion that has been prepared by a 

member of the PTS community.  This includes professors, 

administrators, students, and others.   

Each devotion includes a passage of scripture, comments and a prayer. 

Available in these formats: 

ONLINE 

https://www.pts.edu/devotional_1 

PRINT 

Several copies are available in the Narthex on the Prayer List Table  

(contact the church office if additional copies are needed) 

DEVOTIONALS APP 

The Seminary's Advent and Lenten Devotionals are available through a free app for your Android or 

Apple device. Visit the Google Play Store or iTunes Store and search for "Devotions - Advent & Lent" or 

follow these link from your mobile 

device: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.pts.devotions (Android) 

or https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/devotions-advent-lent/id945697533?ls=1&mt=8 (Apple) 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS DELIVERED TO YOUR E-MAIL 

New Subscribers: 

1. Visit PTS News Sign Up. 

2. Complete the required information and select Devotionals (Advent and Lent). Please note that 

other e-newsletters are available. 

3. Click “Subscribe” 

  

https://www.pts.edu/devotional_1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.pts.devotions
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/devotions-advent-lent/id945697533?ls=1&mt=8
https://www.pts.edu/email
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OUTREACH 

.  
 
By Lorna Schlutz  
 
During the Christmas Season, the Head to Toe Tree gathered 
in 14 hats, 8 pairs of socks, 10 scarves, and 19 sets of mittens 
or gloves to provide warmth for the kids at Melting Pot.   
 
Our giving trees also supplied Kings School Kids and the quilting 
ministry with generous donations of gift cards and dollars to fulfill 
a number of needs. 
 
The Advent Seasonal Calendar giving opportunity reaped an amazing 23 boxes filled with 
packaged foods for stressed families. Fifteen of the boxes were provided to Melting Pot for 
distribution.  (Melting Pot serves Bethel Park, South Park, and Whitehall communities.)  Eight 
boxes of foodstuffs were given locally by First Bethel.   
 
Our latest class of confirmands prepared, cooked, and served for Daily Bread on February 13.  
130 meals were served to homeless and otherwise underserved people on the North Side.  
Thanks to these young people for stepping in to serve.  Blessings all around. 
 
As a reminder, in January we sent a prayer quilt and a money order in the amount of $1,000 to 
David and Angie Taylor in Hammond, Louisiana, to assist them as they recover from the ravages 
of Hurricane Ida. 
 
The generous outpouring of love and resources from our First Bethel congregation continues to 
make a huge difference in so many lives.   
 
Thank you for all you do. 
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DAILY BREAD 
by Marjorie Mills 
 
On Sunday, February 13th, the confirmands prepared, delivered, 
and served over 125 meals for the clients at Daily Bread 
Ministries. Jim Walter, Pastor David, and I had the privilege of 
accompanying our young people to the North Side where we met 
Pastor Bob Maravalli, the Director of Daily Bread Ministries. 
 
Pastor Bob spent time with our group, explaining causes of homelessness and sharing stories 
of his experiences with the clients. 
 
Pastor Bob then divided our group in half, with half setting up the “assembly line” in the kitchen 
and the other half in the supply room where we packed bags of various toiletries at the clients’ 
request. (Toilet paper, Dove soap, flashlights and socks were the most requested items). 
 
Then we assembled and served over 125 hot meals in just over an hour, with Pastor Bob 
greeting most of the clients by name. 
 
The Daily Bread provides lunches on Tuesday and Thursday and dinner on Sunday every week.  
Pastor Bob does so much with so little and cares so greatly for every person who comes through 
the door. 
 
Special thanks to Mrs. Sally Irick, who has been leading and providing meals on behalf of First 
Bethel to the Daily Bread for 25 years!  Sally and her husband Lem shop, prepare, deliver, and 
serve hot meals, along with other volunteers from our church, six times a year 
  



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   March 2022 P a g e  | 10 

 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
  
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ.  The Lenten Season is almost upon us and I am reminded 
that this is a time of sacrificial giving, in remembrance of the sacrifice Christ made for us.  
  
It is in this spirit that I am inviting you to incorporate the attached Lenten Calendar* into your 
Lenten celebrations. The calendar encourages us to make small financial contributions to help 
our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe as it develops our awareness of life in Zimbabwe. 
  
The funds raised by this program will be used by The Nyadire Connection to rebuild the rural 
medical clinic at Chindenga, Zimbabwe. The estimated cost of the clinic is $300,000. The local 
villagers are building the 150,000 bricks necessary for the structure. Chindenga is the last of the 
six clinic refurbishments that TNC has undertaken to improve the quality of medical care received 
by thousands of Zimbabweans.  
  
If the calendar does not complement your Lenten program, it can easily be modified to be used 
at a different time of the year.  
Please join us in rebuilding this clinic together, brick by brick.  
  
May your Lenten season be filled with the renewing and restorative power of the sacrificial love 
of Jesus, our Savior.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Deborah L. Ackley-Killian 
Pittsburgh District Superintendent  
 
* The Lenten Calendar will be available in the bulletin and at church 
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     CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

THREE WORDS TO LIVE BY 

 
“Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.” 
That memorable quote, by Minnesota author Emilie Buchwald, is one of our favorites. 
A reminder to parents (and grandparents!) that our Library has a truly wonderful selection of 
books for children, including this one: 
 
HERE WE ARE:  NOTES FOR LIVING ON PLANET EARTH 

The author created this picture book for his baby son, telling him about the 
world we live in, with advice like this: 

 “There are only three words you need to live by son: respect, 
consideration and tolerance.” 

 “We may all look different, act different and sound different … but 
don’t be fooled, we are all people.”  
This charming story is by celebrated Emmy-winning author/illustrator 
Oliver Jeffers. Many reviewers say its messages are for everyone. One 
described it this way: “The perfect book to read to a tiny new human, but 
no matter what your age is this book will make a home in your heart.” 

 

LARGE PRINT 
We’d like to add to this section in the Library and donations will be much 
appreciated.  
Here are some of the large-print books we have now: 

 The Underground Railroad 

 Flags of Our Fathers 

 The Practice of the Presence of God 

 The Road Traveled 

 The Blossom Sisters 
 
HEALING THE STORMY MARRIAGE 

 
This recently donated book is by educator/author  R. Christian Bohlen and 
his wife, Helen.  The subtitle is Hope and Help for You When Your Loved 
One has Mental Health or Addiction Issues.  Bohlen said he and his wife 
struggled with bipolar disorder and hopes their story helps others “survive 
and heal.”  In this short book (164 pages), married readers are asked if they 
have questions like this: “Will we ever be happy?  How do I establish 
boundaries so I don’t feel so resentful?  I’m exhausted -- how can I get help 
from God?”               
 

 
 

Your Library Staff 
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BOOK CLUB 

 
Book Club meets on the third Friday of each month at 7:30PM at 

Panera Bread in South Park Shops. We always have room for new 

folks - give us a try!   

 

March 18 – Harlem Shuffle by Colson 

Whitehead 

Harlem Shuffle's ingenious story plays out in a beautifully recreated New York 

City of the early 1960s. It's a family saga masquerading as a crime novel, a 

hilarious morality play, a social novel about race and power, and ultimately a 

love letter to Harlem. But mostly, it's a joy to read, another dazzling novel 

from the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning Colson Whitehead. 

 

 

April 15* - Cloudstreet by Tim Winton 

Hailed as a classic, Tim Winton's masterful family saga is both a paean to 

working-class Australians and an unflinching examination of the human 

heart's capacity for sorrow, joy, and endless gradations in between. An 

award-winning work, Cloudstreet exemplifies the brilliant ability of fiction to 

captivate and inspire. 

Struggling to rebuild their lives after being touched by disaster, the Pickle 

family, who've inherited a big house called Cloudstreet in a suburb of Perth, take in the God-

fearing Lambs as tenants. The Lambs have suffered their own catastrophes, and determined to 

survive, they open up a grocery on the ground floor. From 1944 to 1964, the shared experiences 

of the two overpopulated clans -- running the gamut from drunkenness, adultery, and death to 

resurrection, marriage, and birth -- bond them to each other and to the bustling, haunted house 

in ways no one could have anticipated. 

*tentative date due to Good Friday – meeting may move to another time/date 
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2022 APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT  

MISSION TRIP 

REGISTER NOW! 

 

2022 ASP Registration 

TRIP DATES:  SUNDAY, JUNE 19 – SATURDAY, JUNE 25 2022 

Non-refundable deposits of $50/youth or $100/adult volunteer are due NOW! 

  Youth (age 13* or 14-18) by date of trip   (*8th grade completed by date of trip) 
Young Adults (age 19-24) by date of trip (clearances required) 
Adults (age 25+) by date of trip    (clearances required) 
 

Our first ASP Planning Meeting is Sunday, February 27th  at 1PM at the church, or contact 
Gloria Stephan for a ZOOM link.   
 

We ARE planning to have a few Bistros – stay tuned for the dates and times! 
 
Please contact the Church Office or Gloria Stephan if you’re interested in going on the trip, or 
helping with preparation or fundraising.  It takes many hands and hearts to make this ministry 
happen and we need YOU.   
 
For more information, or if you have any questions at all, see the Summer Program details at  
http://www.ASPHome.org or contact Gloria. 
 

ROOTED IN LOVE 

John 15:4 says "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 

itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me." 

(NIV) 

https://forms.gle/QNudWB52CGEPjtd7A
http://www.asphome.org/
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Sarris Easter Candy Sale 

Order two ways: 

 

Online Orders 

SarrisCandiesFundraising.com 

https://www.sarriscandiesfundraising.com/default.aspx# 
 

Online ordering is open through April 10th  

However, we recommend ordering by March 31, 2022 

 

ONLINE ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Once you’re on the Sarris Candies Fundraising website, you can select 

the Online Ordering tab in the navigation bar or the Online Ordering 

Banner to have access to all of the available products. 

• Enter our Group ID # 10-1027 and select Continue 

TIP:  Use the drop-down under the Online Ordering tab to look for product type. 

TIP:   Use the search bar to look for specific products. 

FREE SHIPPING! 

$5 Packaging and handling fee will be applied. 

Orders ship directly to your home! 
Please note: warm states (above 70 degrees) require a warm weather packaging charge. 

 

Brochure Orders 

Brochures and order forms can be found in the Narthex  

Orders are due by Monday, March 14th and 

Will be available for pick up from April 6th 

 
  

https://www.sarriscandiesfundraising.com/default.aspx
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MAKE SURE NOT TO MISS THIS VERY SPECIAL WOSHIP SERVICE! 

WHERE FIRST BETHEL WELCOMES THE: 

 JOHNSTOWN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL TOUR CHOIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Bethel Friends, you will be in for a treat listening to and worshiping with this group of young 

people!  I had the joy of welcoming them in one of my past appointments and was amazed with their 

talents.  We will enjoy excellent vocal arrangements, fantastic handbell pieces, top-notch directing, and 

the gospel that is woven throughout their performance.  All of this will take place during our regular 

Sunday worship on: 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 1ST, 9:30AM / IN THE CHURCH SANCTUARY 

 

There is a great opportunity for you as well!  Please consider hosting two, three, or more of these 

young people in your home overnight.  They are arriving Saturday, April 30th and will need homes to 

stay in that night.  They will enjoy getting to know you and I promise you will be blessed by getting to 

know them!  Please contact me if you would like to assist in this manner.    

-Pastor David 
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Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

MARCH FOCUS MINISTRY 

CAMPING MINISTRIES  

Congregations of the Western PA Conference know the 

importance of strengthening Christ-focused foundations of all 

disciples. 

One way we nurture this personal growth is through the 

programs and facilities of our camps,  Wesley Woods, Camp 

Allegheny, and Jumonville.  All are dedicated to serving the diverse population of Western 

PA by offering unique experiences for connecting with God, having fun, and developing 

spiritual maturity in a natural setting. Giving to this fund will support the camping 

experience for those that may otherwise not be able to do so.  

 

 

 MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, March 9 at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information.   

 

 

Boon Supply has a great mix of eco-conscious products, seasonally 
designed and sustainably sourced.  With every purchase, we will get 40% 
back towards First Bethel’s 2022 ASP mission trip.   

Help us by shopping the Boon Supply online store using this link:  
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp 

All products ship direct to you and the fundraiser runs through May 2022 

  

https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:  Lynda Pore 

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

