
KING’S LIGHT APRIL 2022 

 
First Bethel United Methodist Church                   May 2022 P a g e  | 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Christmas merchandise on display at local retail establishments yet?  Is there some 
small corner in a store where you can buy bulbs for the Christmas tree? 

I can hear you now:  “The pastor thinks it’s Christmas! We just had Easter! I hope he’s 
okay!”  I am okay (I think!).  I am simply emphasizing our culture’s rush to quickly move to the 
next holiday before the present one is complete.  Will we see Christmas displays at retailers 

while selling fireworks for Independence Day?  We’ll see!       

Eastertide.  It is a word I never heard until I began my vocation in pastoral ministry.  I first 
thought it might be Easter at the beach. Bad joking aside, it is the period of time, 
Christian/Liturgical calendar wise,  between Easter and Pentecost.  We are currently in this 
period of time.  I am writing this as we are approaching the “Second Sunday of Easter, April 24th.  
Eastertide is a good period of time.  It encourages us to live in the Easter themes of new life, 
resurrection, and things being made new.  This is not the time to instantly look to the next big 
event in future.  Let us soak in “the tide” awhile.  Immerse yourself in the thought that God love 
us so much that Jesus was raised from the dead to bring us new life.  Let these waves wash 
over you: 

 Love’s redeeming work is done! 
 Christ has opened paradise! 
 Once he died, our souls to save! 
 Live’s again our glorious king! 
 Soar we now where Christ has led! 
 Everlasting life is this! 

 
My favorite contemporary Christian music 

artist/band of my high school and college years was called Whiteheart.  “Over Me” was a song I 
listened to when I desired to express my thanks knowing that God had my back.  I hear Eastertide 
tones in the lyrics of the chorus: 

And I feel His love pouring down over me 
Warm healing waters that set me free 

Safe in the arms of eternity 
Held by the wonder and mystery 

Over me, Over me, Over me 

Let the waves of Eastertide pour down over you in the weeks ahead friends.  Resist the 
forces that can easily move you outside of the celebration of Jesus conquering death that we 
may know God’s holding us in the arms of eternity.  Let us continue to celebrate Easter!  He is 
Risen indeed! 

From the Heart, 
Pastor David 
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First Bethel Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 AM Open Praise 

 

9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

 

10:30 AM Sunday School  

 

The 9:30AM Service will be available via Podcast by 

1PM each week 
https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/ 

 

 

 

Calling all Graduates! 

First Bethel would like to acknowledge our 2022 graduates, and we 

don’t want to miss anyone!  

 

If you or someone in your immediate family is graduating from 

High School, Technical School, or College, please let us know by 

calling the church office or dropping us an email.   

 

  

https://firstbethelumchurch.podbean.com/
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SUNDAY 

MAY 1 

SUNDAY 

MAY 8 

This special Sunday features 

the Johnstown Christian 

School Tour Choir presenting 

their 2022 program, “God’s 

Light Shines Through.”  Their 

music will give us the desire to 

turn God’s light into our 

personal witness. 

Change is all around us, even in the 

church. Change is never easy.  Peter 

pushed the church to go further than 

they were comfortable going. Wait, no, 

it wasn’t Peter. The Holy Spirit pushed 

the church to go further than they were 

comfortable. And that has been the 

church’s story from then on. 
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SUNDAY 

MAY 15 

SUNDAY 

MAY 22 

SUNDAY 

MAY 29 

 

 

Sometimes miracles happen, and 

those we thought gone are returned 

to us. More often, the miracle is that 

the threads remain, but they grow 

and change and become something 

new, something holy. And we find 

we can continue on after all, 

increasing our witness to the world. 

If the third Sunday of Easter was 

about hearing God’s call for the 

first time, then this week is about 

carrying on that conversation. God 

doesn’t tap us on the shoulder and 

then leave us alone to figure it out 

from there.  

“Good trouble” is a phrase that has 

grown in the consciousness of the 

nation. Representative John 

Lewis, a towering figure for civil 

rights, coined the phrase; and 

more than that, he lived it. Our text 

for this week says there are 

wrongs that need righted. But 

maybe it isn’t quite that clear. 
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__________________________________________________ 

  
Can you give some time to serve as a Liturgist, Coffee Host, or Greeter on Sunday mornings?  

Could you take a turn during the week as a Sanctuary Cleaning team member, Altar Guild 

person, or Prayer Partner?  You’re usually scheduled once a month, and the more volunteers 

we have, the fewer times you’ll be asked to serve.   

We use an online system called Ministry Pro where you can enter dates when you’re unavailable 

to serve.  If you can’t serve when scheduled, it’s easy to request a sub.   

Call the church office or contact Gloria Stephan to sign up or to get more information.  
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MEN’S GROUP RECAP 

AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

by Dave Miller  

The men's meeting was very special this month as we were lucky to have 
Jeff Leonhardt share his considerable talents with the guitar. Jeff brought 
6 different beautiful guitars ranging from a classical acoustic to electric 
guitars to a bass guitar along with his pedal console with 6 different effects 
devices to alter the sound of his guitar. Equally fascinating was his 
presentation of the history of the guitar. 
 

REMINDER 
 

We will be holding our annual garage sale on 
 

May 7th 
8AM to 2 PM 

 
Please attend for some great deals on previously loved items. If you have 
any unused STUFF that you want to be rid of, please donate it to the garage 
sale, from which the proceeds will be used for a variety of good Christian 
purposes including but not limited to providing free complete Thanksgiving 

dinners to at least 15 needy families. 
 
Please consider coming to any of our events such as Wednesday morning breakfasts, monthly 
meetings (1st Saturday of the month) and our annual retreat. All are welcome. 
 

 

 

To our First Bethel Church family and friends –  

Our hearts are broken.  We lost a beautiful caring daughter.   

Many thanks to all for your prayers, cards, and words of 

comfort during this very sad time in our lives  

     Sent in love, 

     Donna and Rich Hennen 
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

LIBRARY NEWS – Jonathan and Cairo  

 

JONATHAN LIVINGSTON SEAGULL 

A new copy of this classic is in our  Library – dedicated to the  memory of Kathy 

Hennen.  It’s a story that encourages you to believe in yourself, follow your heart 

and  dreams.  Jonathan has  inspired readers for decades.  Especially young 

people. Our new copy is 93 pages, about half of them pictures of seagulls. You 

can read it in an hour.    

 

 

NO ORDINARY DOG 

This is the memoir of ex-Navy SEAL Will Chesney -- and  his bond with a dog 

trained for combat.  Chesney’s  life was saved by this special animal, and 

their many dangerous missions included the raid on Osama Bin Laden.  After 

that historic assignment, President Obama asked to meet the dog.  His name 

was Cairo. This powerful story is also new in our Library. 

 

SHORT STORIES 

This shelf is on the back wall (left corner) of the Library. It has books of  short stories by Joan 

Didion, Nevada Barr, George Berry and others. One book is Christian Short Stories. Writers in 

this one, which has 17 stories, include Robert Louis Stevenson, Oscar Wilde and Bret Harte.  

 

HOORAY FOR FISH  

Pre-schoolers can practice numbers by counting fish in this colorful book of 

pictures and rhymes: “One two three, how many can you see?” They’ll join 

Little Fish swimming in the sea with fishy friends red, blue, spotty, stripy, 

happy, gripy and many others. 

 

 
 

Your Library Staff 
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BOOK CLUB 

 
Book club will shift to the fourth Friday of the month for May, June 

and July.  We’ll shift back to the regular schedule of the third Friday 

of the month in August.  Join us at 7:30PM at Panera Bread in South 

Park Shops.   We always have room for new folks - give us a try!   

Friday, May 20 - No Ordinary Dog by Will Chesney 

No Ordinary Dog is the powerful true story of a SEAL Team Operator and 

military dog handler, and the dog that saved his life.  Two dozen Navy SEALs 

descended on Osama bin Laden’s compound in May 2011. After the mission, 

only one name was made public: Cairo, a Belgian Malinois and military 

working dog. This is Cairo's story, and that of his handler, Will Chesney, a 

SEAL Team Operator whose life would be irrevocably tied to Cairo's. 

 

Friday, June 17 - The Bird Way: A New Look at How Birds Talk, Work, 

Play, Parent, and Think by Jennifer Ackerman 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Genius of Birds, a radical 

investigation into the bird way of being, and the recent scientific research that 

is dramatically shifting our understanding of birds -- how they live and how 

they think. 

Book Club dates for the rest of 2022 are:   July 22, August 19, September 16, 

October 21, November 18, December 16 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 7  Sunday, May 22 
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Fayette County, West Virginia – Here we come!   

ASP 5K Fundraiser 

ASP Construction Tree 

 

We have our 2022 ASP Trip location! 

We’ll be traveling to Fayette County, West Virginia on June 19th.  Fayette County is home to 

the New River Gorge National Park (America’s newest National Park).  We still have room for 

up to four more folks on our trip.  Contact Gloria Stephan if God is nudging you to consider this 

life changing ministry. 

ASP 5K* Fundraiser – Saturday, May 7th 3PM  

RUN, WALK, BIKE, CRAWL, OR SPONSOR US  *NOT A RACE 

Saturday, May 7th at 3PM 

$20 Registration fee per person or $50 per family/team of 3 or more.   

Donate any amount to sponsor us!  

Church folks can Register or Sponsor by adding ASP 5K to their offering 

envelope or Vanco giving form.  Family and Friends can mail their 

donation, or use this link https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z375/home   

Select ASP and $ amount, in the Text Box put 5K and your name(s) 

RAIN or SHINE 

Meet at 2:45PM in the parking lot next to the South Park Children’s Playground at Brownsville 

Road and Corrigan Drive in South Park.   

Here’s a map: https://goo.gl/maps/K3iMQRL25cp79xFp6 

 

We’ll do 5K (3.1 Miles) and raise money for our ASP trip.  Wear your ASP garb and bring 

water!  All proceeds benefit First Bethel’s ASP trip to Fayette County WV 

 

The ASP Construction Tree is in the foyer 

It’s filled with tags for some of the things we’ll need for our ASP trip scheduled for 

June 19th.  You can sponsor a youth, pay for a day of a rental van, help with the 

purchase of gasoline, safety equipment, supplies for the worksite, sports drinks, 

lunch snacks, etc.   

Select a tag and return it with the requested item before June. Place checks, cash 

and gift cards in the slot and we’ll be sure to put everything to good use!  You can 

always include a donation to ASP in your offering envelope or online giving form.   

 

SATURDAY 

MAY  

7TH 

3PM 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z375/home
https://goo.gl/maps/K3iMQRL25cp79xFp6
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Special Offerings for Ministries 

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

MAY FOCUS MINISTRY 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Funds will go to our next VBS – date to be announced 

 

 

Boon Supply has a great mix of eco-conscious products, seasonally 
designed and sustainably sourced.  With every purchase, we will get 40% 
back towards First Bethel’s 2022 ASP mission trip.   

Help us by shopping the Boon Supply online store using this link:  
https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp 

All products ship direct to you and the fundraiser runs through May 2022 

 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, May 11 at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/615853-first-bethel-asp
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5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:   

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

