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The air…so still and without motion.  The water… so flat and without current.  The sails…so 

ready for wind and sorely lacking.  The life on the boat… so life-less and void of dynamic.   

Then it came. 

The air… so full of an invisible force.  The water… rolling to push the boat forward.  The sails… 

now without wrinkle, harnessing the winds.  The life on the boat…struck with wonder.  Gone the fear, 

doubt, and apathy… having given way to boldness, certainty, and purpose.  The boat had a destination 

and began the journey toward it.  And the journey…full of glory and power – illuminating each moment 

and day with satisfaction. 

In another place and time, a room full of confused, fearful, and hesitant women and men were 

unclear what the future looked like.  The events of the prior days had not played out like they had 

imagined they would.  A stagnancy had settled in.  They had no motion, no momentum, and no 

direction.  They needed something to move them.   

Then it came. 

A wind… able to move things.  A sound… announcing all things had changed.  A fire(s)… 

providing visual evidence of power.  A miracle… revealing God had arrived again, as promised.  Jesus’ 

disciples now had clarity, boldness, and urgency. Language barriers miraculously blew away with the 

winds. The message of Jesus’ resurrection from death and the grave was being proclaimed.  God’s 

magnificent power and amazing grace were brilliantly front and center.  God transformed the lives of the 

disciples and those present. This was Pentecost. 

God, our sails need filled today.  We need your mountain-moving winds to blow in and around 

us.  We need the waters we navigate to harness currents that push us into the places that enliven and 

enrich us.  We need your purpose and boldness to accompany us daily.  We need your miraculous 

movement in days we feel listless.  We need your confidence and boldness when we face a world that 

feels chaotic and hopeless.  We need Pentecost.  We need You.  God, please come.  Come to us Lord 

Jesus.  Move mightily among us Holy Spirit.  

May we be about the work of setting our sails that we may harness the Holy Spirit’s power.  May 

we open our lives for this by means of yielding our plans and praying Lord, your will be done. Are you 

ready for your lives and the life of our church to be transformed increasingly into the likeness of Jesus?  

Let us open the sails of our hearts and lives for this journey. Amen. 

       From the Heart, 

       Pastor David 
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First Bethel Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 AM Open Praise 

 

9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

 

 

First Bethel Updates - 

*No Sunday School in the summer, see you in September! 

*No Podcasts in the summer, hope to see you in church!! 

*If you need someone’s birthday, please contact the 

church Office, thanks! 
 

 
 

 

Can you give some time to serve as a Liturgist, Coffee Host, or Greeter on Sunday mornings?  

Could you take a turn during the week as a Sanctuary Cleaning team member, Altar Guild 

person, or Prayer Partner?  You’re usually scheduled once a month, and the more volunteers 

we have, the fewer times you’ll be asked to serve.  We use an online system called Ministry Pro 

where you can enter dates when you’re unavailable to serve.  If you can’t serve when scheduled, 

it’s easy to request a sub.  Call the church office or contact Gloria Stephan to sign up or to get 

more information.  
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Congratulations Graduates! 

 

MICHAEL ANDREW DOMAN 

2022 Graduate of South Fayette High School. 

Attending Michigan State University in the fall 

to study Marketing. 

Go Green!  Son of Erin and Greg Doman, 

grandson of 

Darryl 

Ulbrich. 

 

JULIA PAULINE 

2022 Graduate of South Fayette  

High School. Attending Kent University. 

Daughter of Corey and Charlene Pauline, 

granddaughter of Jim and 

Ruth Finlay. 

 

 
HANNAH ARMSTRONG 

2022 Graduate of South Park High School.  

Attending Ohio State University, majoring in  

Nursing. Daughter of Scott and (late) Kelly  

Armstrong, granddaughter of Gerry Velmer. 
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

LIBRARY NEWS   

 

 

KNOW MY NAME 

Chanel Miller was known as Emily Doe in a high-profile Stanford University 

sexual assault case.  This is her powerful memoir, new in our Library. The LA 

Times said “in a perfect world” the book, a bestseller, “would be required reading” 

for every police officer, lawyer and judge who deals with victims like Miller. The 

Boston Globe said she writes of her journey to “reclaim her name – and her life.”  

 

 

 

 

JESUS CHRIST HIS LIFE AND MINE 

A non-denominational book that helps people learn, in these divisive times, how to 

“rise above the negativity around you.”  This is a recently donated work by 

educator/author R. Christian Bohlen.  It was described as “eloquent and inviting” 

by Kirkus Reviews. 

 

 

 

 

CHARLOTTE’S WEB 

We have a brand-new copy of this engaging classic.  Although it’s often 

called one of the bestselling children’s books of all time, it delights readers 

of all ages.  It’s a story about friendship and the power of love.  The 

characters are fascinating:  Wilbur the pig, Charlotte the spider, Fern, the 

little farm girl.  The New York Times once called it “a work that is just about 

perfect.” It has dozens of pen and ink drawings.  

 

Your Library Staff 
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MEN’S GROUP RECAP 

AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

We held our annual Garage sale on May 7th, and we 

made $2,200.00! The sale was another success this year! 

We sold just about any item you could name and created 

many smiling faces with the amazing deals they were able 

to walk away with.  

The men's group uses the proceeds of this sale to pay for 

some of the upkeep of the church and parsonage 

including, but not limited to purchases of new 

and replacement equipment. We also 

provide Thanksgiving dinners donated to families in need 

and presented gift cards to the King School Kids 

employees to thank them for their work. 

Thanks to all the men's group members and the wives who pitched in. We also send out a 

great big thank you to all persons who made donations for the sale, and Thanksgiving 

dinners as it would not be possible without you! 

 

Each Wednesday morning, the men, organized by our fearless Wednesday morning 

breakfast leader, Jim Finley, meet at Eat and Park on Library Road at 9AM for 

breakfast, Christian fellowship, and a lot of chit chat. We welcome any interested men to join 

us, you do not need to be a member of the men's group to participate. 

 

We will hold our annual weekend Men’s Retreat to Laurelville Retreat Center in Mt. Pleasant, 

PA. in September, (Dates TBA). Expect some thoughtful and enlightening Christian 

discussions, numerous indoor and outdoor activities are available in addition to great food 

provided in the dining hall, lots of 24-hour snacks in the cabin and lots of good clean fun. 

 

The FBUMC Men's Group meets the 1st Saturday of each month in Founders Hall at 

8AM. You do not need to be a member to attend and or participate in any of of the men's 

group activities. As always, you can contact any of our members if you have any questions. 

Dave Miller 

Secretary FBUMC Men's group 
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Save the date!! 

First Bethel’s 75th anniversary celebration is going to be August 

28th, more details in the next issue!  

 

 

Women’s Retreat 

Seasons Litany* 

 

During our Women’s Retreat, we discussed how God is in 

all the seasons of our lives. 

Rev. Kathy Clark took our words and created a litany that 

we used during our Sunday worship time.  The litany 

included all four seasons, and below you will find words of 

Summer 

SUMMER 

Leader: We thank you for Summer, our rainbow days, 

filled with all the colors of Your creation.  

 

Souls: In our summertime days, days of nature and soul, we find relaxation, 

fulfillment in soul, a more unstructured time than our normal living. Yet, there can 

be a restlessness in summer too, a restlessness in which we often feel Your nudge 

in the ribs of our souls, moving us forward, calling us.  

 

We sing the words of Summer: lemonade, water of sea and lake, crisp air, plants, heat, 

reunions, barbecues, sunsets and smores, hammocks and Potato Patch fries, the smell 

of cut grass, fireworks, ASP, vacations, children’s laughter, outdoor concerts and 

amusement parks, boat horns and barking dogs…Oh, Lord, our words for summer are a 

multitude, too many to call out all of them in litany. Yet, not complete without corn on the 

cob, peaches and basil! 

 

ALL SOULS: Lord, we thank you for Summer for in Summer we get our hands 

dirty with the joy of living! 

 

*Shared with permission from Rev. Kathy Clark of Jefferson UMC 
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Less than a month to go!   

 

 

by Gloria Stephan 

Our trip to Fayette County, West Virginia is less than a month away and we're making final 

preparations for our June 19th departure.  Our ASP volunteers will be commissioned in Worship 

that morning, and we'll be on our way.  

Don't forget to check the tags on the ASP Construction Tree.  The tags identify ways you can 

contribute towards things we need to purchase for our trip, like gasoline, lunch 

snacks, sports drinks, first aid and safety items, and lots more!  

Every contribution is greatly appreciated.  Place purchased items in the box, and 

put cash, checks and gift cards in the slot and we'll put everything to good use.   

You can also contribute to ASP any time using your offering envelope or online 

giving form.   

Here's an update on our recent fundraisers. 

*       March 20th Bistro $753 

*       April 10th Bistro $893 

*       Sarris Easter Candy $278 

*       ASP Stock Shares $500 

*       ASP 5K Walk/Run/Bike/Crawl/Sponsor - Over $630 so far 

Thank you to all our faithful supporters!   

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will meet on  

Wednesday, June 8th at 1PM in the Church Parlor.   

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information!  
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BOOK CLUB 

 
Book club will meet on the fourth Friday of the month in May, June 

and July.  We’ll go back to the regular schedule of the third Friday of 

the month in August.  Join us at 7:30PM at Panera Bread in South 

Park Shops.   We always have room for new folks - give us a try!   

Friday, May 27 - No Ordinary Dog by Will Chesney 

No Ordinary Dog is the powerful true story of a SEAL Team Operator and 

military dog handler, and the dog that saved his life.  Two dozen Navy SEALs 

descended on Osama bin Laden’s compound in May 2011. After the mission, 

only one name was made public: Cairo, a Belgian Malinois and military 

working dog. This is Cairo's story, and that of his handler, Will Chesney, a 

SEAL Team Operator whose life would be irrevocably tied to Cairo's. 

 

Friday, June 24 - The Bird Way: A New Look at How Birds Talk, Work, 

Play, Parent, and Think by Jennifer Ackerman 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Genius of Birds, a radical 

investigation into the bird way of being, and the recent scientific research that 

is dramatically shifting our understanding of birds -- how they live and how 

they think. 

Book Club dates for the rest of 2022 are July 22, August 19, September 16, 

October 21, November 18, and December 16 

 

 

Special Offerings for Ministries          

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

JUNE FOCUS MINISTRY 

 OUTREACH 
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    5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:   

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
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