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 In the first worship service of July, we will hear/have heard  

“Dear friends, today we welcome Pastor David Ewing, who has been 

reappointed to serve as our pastor.  We believe that he is well qualified and 

has been prayerfully appointed by our bishop, Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi.”   

These words are found in our UMC Book of Worship’s “An Order for 

the Celebration of Reappointment”   

I am glad to formally share with you that I have been reappointed to First Bethel UMC for the 

2022-2023 Appointment Year.  Christina and I are very thankful!  Throughout the course of the past 

twelve months, we have developed a love for the lovely people that call FBUMC their church home.   

As I am thankful for the past twelve months, I am looking forward to the upcoming twelve 

months.  I have called this monthly contribution to the King’s Light “From the Hearth.” This month, I 

would like to share with you what is on my heart regarding my short-term goals for these next 12 

months.   

1. Focusing on KSK Daycare/Preschool – The COVID19 pandemic changed the landscape upon 

which daycare centers operate.  The demand for childcare has changed as well as the supply of those 

who would/will fill daycare staff positions.  The center is currently operating at a financial loss 

where it had a history of operating with significant surpluses in years past pre-COVID19.  KSK is a 

ministry supporting local families that is needed in our community.  I will be focused on leading our 

church in restoring financial health to KSK in the months ahead. 

2. Leading a new Bible Study/Vision Casting Group(s) – A healthy local church remains healthy and 

vibrant when its people are in community together, sharing God’s Word and personal experience 

together.  Such time together helps each person to grow spiritually.  Additionally, it is my experience 

that these times together also yield vision and plans for church ministry.  The implementation of  

such groups will be a focus of mine over the next appointment year. 

3. Integration of Multi-media in Worship – The groundwork for the use of new sanctuary multi-

media has been taking place over the past months.  Over the next appointment year I will work with 

others to integrate this into our worship life together in order to diversify our worship experience 

creatively.   

4. Identification of New Revenue Streams – First Bethel has been, presently is, and will continue 

carrying out vital ministry in our communities.  As most churches continue to experience the passing 

of members at a greater rate than welcoming new worshippers, tithes and offerings have increasingly 

been pushed to cover the necessary operational costs of the local church.  The identification and 

development of additional/alternate revenue sources is necessary in order to operate vital ministry 

with the people of our area communities.   

It is my privilege to serve the wonderful people of First Bethel as pastor.  It is my hope to 

enhance the manner in which I serve you all.  May God bless us as we navigate the months ahead 

together.                               From the Heart,       Pastor David 



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   July/Aug.  2022
 P a g e  | 2 

     Congratulations Graduate! 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 Lexi will attend Penn State 

University, State College, 

PA, beginning this fall where she plans 

to major in business.   

She is graduating from Quaker Valley 

High School and has been named to 

the Distinguished Honor Roll with a 

cumulative GPA of 4.4. 

Daughter of Erik Schlutz, and 

granddaughter of Russell and Lorna 

Schlutz. 

 

 

 

First Bethel Updates - 

*No Sunday School in the summer, see you in September! 

*No Podcasts in the summer, hope to see you in church!! 

*If you need someone’s birthday, please contact the 

church Office, thanks! 
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First Bethel Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 AM Open Praise 

 

9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Can you give some time to serve as a Liturgist, Coffee Host, or Greeter on Sunday mornings?  

Could you take a turn during the week as a Sanctuary Cleaning team member, Altar Guild 

person, or Prayer Partner?  You’re usually scheduled once a month, and the more volunteers 

we have, the fewer times you’ll be asked to serve.  We use an online system called Ministry Pro 

where you can enter dates when you’re unavailable to serve.  If you can’t serve when scheduled, 

it’s easy to request a sub.  Call the church office or contact Gloria Stephan to sign up or to get 

more information.  
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

LIBRARY NEWS   

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS – Wonder 
 
 

YOUNG ADULTS 

For decades, readers have praised this book by noted author Judy Blume: Are You There, God? It’s 

Me, Margaret.  It’s among popular works in the Young Adults section in the back left corner of our 

Library.  Others include Wonder (see below), The Hatchet and The River by Gary Paulsen, The 

Darkness by Nick Lake, Defiance by Valerie Robb, and Black, Red, White and Green, a four-book 

series by Ted Dekker.  

 

 

WONDER 

This memorable novel about a boy with a severe facial deformity is also in Young 

Adults, but it’s really for all ages. The boy is Auggie.  You’ll love him. Publisher’s 

Weekly said this is a “rare story with the power to open eyes -- and hearts -- to what 

it’s like to be singled out for a difference you can’t control, when all you want is to 

be just another face in the crowd.”  Wonder, by R.J.  Palacio has won many national 

and international awards.  It has been very popular with First Bethel readers.  

 

 

 

 

 JUST IN CASE YOU EVER WONDER 

This is a magical story in which youngsters learn about “a very important 

decision” made by God: “He made the decision to make you.  If you looked 

all over the world there would be no one else like you … you are very 

special.”  There are just 29 pages, beautiful drawings.  Parents have been 

reading it to children for many years.  This is one of our many books by 

Christian author Max Lucado. 

 

 

Your Library Staff 
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VBS  

 

 

Join FBUMC’s Food Truck Party Vacation Bible School! 
 

 
Date: Monday, July 25 to Friday, July 29 

Time:  6:15 to 8:00 p.m. 

Where:  All around our church outside (weather permitting) 

Who:  kids 4 years to rising 5th graders (Must be potty- trained) 

Volunteers: We welcome you! Reach out to Melissa Smith or Catherine 

Taylor 

Cost:  FREE! 

 

Registration forms will be in the narthex beginning 
 Sunday, June 26th. 
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The FBUMC Men's group met for their monthly 
meeting Saturday June 4th. It was decided that 
the dates for the annual men's retreat at 
Laurelville camp will be September 16th 
through 18th. 
 
Christian fellowship, indoor and outdoor activities 
are available all weekend long, along with good 
food and snacks; Any men who are interested 
are welcome, you need not be a member of the 
men's group. 
 
Our monthly speaker this month was John 

Brevard who was gracious enough to share some of his varied work 
experiences, exhibiting his knowledge and technical expertise. It was 
very impressive 
 
The F.B.U.M.C. Men's Group 
 
 
 

 

  Do you have an old tie that you no longer want or need?  Do you 
have extra ties? 

 
The South Park Concert Band needs neckties. 

 
Please drop off donated neckties in the KSK office during the 

week or in the basket in the back of the Narthex. Please contact 
Janice or Shannon Evans with any questions, thank you!  
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 UPCOMING WOMEN’S MINI RETREAT 
July 15 (Friday evening from 6:30-8:30) – 
July 16 (Saturday morning 9:00-1:00) 
 I will be offering a mini women's retreat on Seasons:  
 
A Time for Every Purpose Under Heaven. 
 
 Please let me know if you are interested in attending. Register 
by July 12 by calling or texting 412-867-5849 (Kathy's phone) 
or by email at pastor.jeffersonumc@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:412-867-5849
mailto:pastor.jeffersonumc@gmail.com
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A Time for Every Purpose under Heaven 
 
In myriad ways the living of our days is marked by seasons…the 
seasons of nature and the spiritual seasons which reveal to us the 
nature of God. How do the four seasons inform our spirits? How do 
they offer insight and healing, grace and reassurance, balance, and 
purpose! 
 
How do they bring us closer to the One who created “…the moon to 
mark the seasons…” and taught the sun to “…know its time for 
setting?” (Psalm 104:19). In our retreat we will spend time on each 
season, seeking its touchstones for faith. While a serious study, 
serious studies are best undertaken when laughter is full, and whimsy 
is given free reign! Poetry, some good Celtic influence, song, Scripture 
and our thoughts, experiences and faith will be the curriculum. For 
everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under 
Heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
 
We will share in a hands-on activity: we will be making button flowers 
out of buttons and floral wire. My idea is that each of us can choose a 
vase or container (I have lots to bring) and then make a small bouquet 
of button flowers for each season. Or whatever you want to do! If you 
have buttons that you would be willing to contribute to our supply 
or a vase or container you want to use (or others to share), please 
bring them along. I have a lot of buttons, but we can never have too 
many. 
 
Rev. Kathy Clark, Pastor, Jefferson UMC, 310 Gill Hall Rd., Jefferson 
Hills, PA  
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2022 will be First 

Bethel’s 

22nd ASP Experience 
by Gloria Stephan 

As I write this, our ASP 

volunteers are busy preparing 

for First Bethel’s 22nd ASP 

ministry experience.   

Our volunteers will be 

traveling to Fayette County, 

West Virginia on Sunday, 

June 19th and we’re looking 

forward to sharing our stories 

with the congregation when 

we return.   

This ministry would not be 

possible without the faithful 

and generous support of so 

many people over the years. 

Thank you!   

I’m often asked where we’ve 
served in the past, so here’s a 
list of our ASP trips which 
started with just seven 
volunteers back in 2000.  
Please continue to keep this 
ministry in your prayers and 
we’ll see you in church.     

            
    ROOTED IN LOVE John 15:4 says "Remain in me, as I also remain 

in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me." 

 
 

# Year  Location State # Vols 

1 2000 Wise County Virginia 7 

2 2001 Scott County Virginia 10 

3 2002 Mingo County West Virginia 21 

4 2003 Fayette County West Virginia 28 

5 2004 ? County Kentucky 21-28 

6 2005 Logan County West Virginia 28 

7 2006 Summers County West Virginia 30 

8 2007 Bell County Kentucky 35 

9 2008 Buchanan County Virginia 35 

10 2009 Leslie County Kentucky 35 

11 2010 Johnson County Tennessee 24  

12 2011 Logan County West Virginia 16  

13 2012 Wyoming County West Virginia 20-21 

14 2013 Wyoming County West Virginia 24 

15 2014 Magoffin County Kentucky 12 

16 2015 Nicholas County West Virginia 10 

17 2016 Bland County Virginia 13 

18 2017 Boyd County Kentucky 20 

19 2018 Clay County West Virginia 22 

20th year 2019 Washington County Tennessee 28 

 2020 No trip – COVID19 
 

29 

21 2021 ASP @Home Pennsylvania 14 

22 2022 Fayette County West Virginia 12 
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Special Offerings for Ministries          

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

JULY FOCUS MINISTRY 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

AUGUST FOCUS MINISTRY                                                        

DAILY BREAD 

 

 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will not meet in the summer!  See you in September!  

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Barb Dillon or Donna Hennen for more information!  

 

 

 

Save the date!! 

First Bethel’s 75th anniversary celebration is going to be August 

28th, more details coming soon!  
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BOOK CLUB 

 
Book club meets on the fourth Friday of the month in June and July, 

then goes back to the regular schedule of the third Friday of the 

month in August.  Join us at 7:30PM at Panera Bread in South Park 

Shops.   We always have room for new folks - give us a try!   

 

Friday, June 24 - The Bird Way: A New Look at 

How Birds Talk, Work, Play, Parent, and Think by Jennifer Ackerman 

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Genius of Birds, a radical 

investigation into the bird way of being, and the recent scientific research that 

is dramatically shifting our understanding of birds -- how they live and how 

they think. 

 

 

Friday, July 22 – A Woman of Substance by Barbara Taylor Bradford 

Barbara Taylor Bradford’s The Emma Harte Saga begins with this record-

shattering New York Times bestseller that traces Emma Harte’s legacy 

through multiple generations of indomitable women. 

  

From the servants’ quarters of a manor house on the brooding Yorkshire 

moors to the helm of a profitable international business, Emma Harte’s life is 

a sweeping saga of unbreakable spirit and resolve. Rising from abject poverty 

to glittering wealth at the upper echelons of society, there is only one man the indomitable Emma 

cannot have—and only one she yearns for. The novel was also the subject of a popular 1984 

miniseries starring Jenny Seagrove and Deborah Kerr. 

The next Book Club dates are:  August 19, September 16, October 21, November 18, and 

December 16 
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    5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:   

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

