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PROPHET MARGINS 

My first job upon graduating college in 1992 was a District Circulation 

Manager for the Meadville Tribune.  Each of us three managers administered 

the circulation of the newspaper in a specific area of our market.  The three of us had desks in a 

common space on the ground floor of the Tribune’s headquarters.  In this space was plenty of windows.  

These windows afforded a complete view of the nearest lot where patrons would park upon visiting.  

With any business, you come to identify those patrons/clients that you can depend on bringing a harsh 

word, criticism, or complaint.  We knew who they were, and the nice windows surrounding our office 

space allowed us to see when those “hard” customers arrived.  It then became a contest to see who was 

the quickest to suddenly need to use the restroom or go upstairs to talk with one of the paper’s editors.  

There was a “scattering” when those difficult clients arrived. 

This illustration may describe the scene when the local prophet arrived in ancient Israel.  Light-

hearted talk about the weather or local goings-on would not be the topic they came to discuss.  Most 

often, corrective messages from God came with them, messages that would personally convict and make 

one examine their own selfish behavior.  When the prophet came walking down the road, certainly some 

were finding creative ways to appear busy or scarce.   

Approximately one-third of the Bible is devoted to the activity of the prophets of Israel. 

Therefore, it is fitting for us to allow the prophetic books of the Bible to frame a worship series as part 

of our Sunday worship life.  We are nearing the middle of the “Prophet Margins” worship series.  We 

have heard from Elijah and Amos.  We will be hearing from Hosea, Isaiah, and Jeremiah in the weeks 

ahead.   

Though the message of the prophet may be challenging, their words and messages are equally 

life-giving and full of hope. The prophets were often called “the mouthpiece of God.”  While the 

prophets were more than moving lips and air across vocal chords, their messages flowed from the 

passion God planted in their souls…souls that desired to please God.  As we are ones desiring to please 

God, may we position ourselves to hear from these ancient sages.  They speak to us the very heart and 

desire of God for our lives.  

The prophets have pulled into the parking lot of First Bethel.  There’s plenty we can do to “look 

busy” and places where we can avoid them.  Or…we can eagerly draw near and embrace their words, 

letting it check our lives to make sure the spiritual “plumb lines” reveal hearts level with call God has 

placed upon you and all creation.  If so, we’ll be living in the prophet margins…just where God wants 

us to be! 

       From the Heart, 

       Pastor David 
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First Bethel Sundays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 AM Open Praise 

 

9:30 AM  Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

10:30 AM Coffee Hour and Fellowship Time 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Can you give some time to serve as a Liturgist, Coffee Host, or Greeter on Sunday mornings?  

Could you take a turn during the week as a Sanctuary Cleaning team member, Altar Guild 

person, or Prayer Partner?  You’re usually scheduled once a month, and the more volunteers 

we have, the fewer times you’ll be asked to serve.  We use an online system called Ministry Pro 

where you can enter dates when you’re unavailable to serve.  If you can’t serve when scheduled, 

it’s easy to request a sub.  Call the church office or contact Gloria Stephan to sign up or to get 

more information.  
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 

 

Rev. Don Blinn Jr., a retired Methodist pastor, recently donated many books 

to our Library. Here are seven of them: 

RADICAL HOPE:  Letters of Love and Dissent in Dangerous Times 

 

REACHING FOR THE INVISIBLE GOD:  

 What Can We Expect to Find? 

 

JUDAS AND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS:  Have We Missed the Truth 

About Christianity? 

THE HEART OF RACIAL JUSTICE:  How Soul Change Leads to Social 

Change 

A HISTORY OF PALESTINE:  From the Ottoman Conquest to the 

Founding of the State of Israel 

CRASHING THROUGH:  A True Story of Risk, Adventure and the Man 

who Dared to See  

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF CRISIS:  

Our Journey to Psychological Healing and Spiritual 

Awakening 

 

 

Note:  Rev. Blinn, who was pastor at various churches in this region, was 

guest minister at First Bethel service in May. 
 

Your Library Staff 
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     We are planning our annual Men's 
retreat September 16 - 18 at Laurelville 
Christian Retreat center in Mt.Pleasant, 
PA. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. 
 
We will meet Friday evening the 16th for 
a great dinner at Nino's. 
ALL are welcome to join us for the 
evening! 
 
       Christian fellowship, indoor 
and outdoor activities are available all 
weekend long, along with good food and 
snacks; Any men who are interested are 
welcome, you need not be a member of 
the men's group. 

 
     The F.B.U.M.C. Men's Group 

 
 

 
 

  Do you have an old tie that you no longer want or 

need?  Do you have extra ties? 

 
The South Park Concert Band needs neckties. 

 
Please drop off donated neckties in the KSK office 
during the week or in the basket in the back of the 

Narthex. Please contact Janice or Shannon Evans with 
any questions, thank you! Next Sunday is the last 

Sunday! 
 
 



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   August  2022
 P a g e  | 5 

 

Our 2022 ASP Trip 

by Gloria Stephan 

Let us remember that ASP is a relationship building ministry with 

construction on the side.  The construction projects are never as important 

as the relationships that are formed or strengthened, or the sense of 

community and love that were the foundation of our week in Appalachia.   

Our ASP volunteers travelled to Fayette County, WV the week of June 19th and put our faith in 

action as we completed home repairs for two families. Throughout the week, there were themes 

of community, family, purpose, safety, service, stewardship, flexibility, perseverance, faith, love, 

hope, joy, and fun too!   

It is impossible to thank each 

person that supports the ASP 

ministry.    Although some of the 

costs for each trip are offset by 

planned fundraising efforts, 

there are innumerable direct 

donations of time, money and 

materials throughout the year 

that sustain our participation in 

this life changing ministry.  Many 

gifts, large and small, are given 

quietly behind the scenes and 

we are grateful.   

Our 2022 ASP Volunteers (left to right):  Ben Blinn, Terry Taylor, Robin Gray, Jaime Gray, 

Claire Garfold, Lisa McDermott, Robert Pugh, Gloria Stephan, Michael Taylor, Lisa DiGorio, 

Thaddeaus Smith, Melissa Smith 

We are hoping to offer our first all-adult ASP weekend trip to Jonesville Virginia in early October 

2022.  You may remember that this was a stated stretch mission goal of our church a few years 

ago when Rev. Tom Barnicott was our pastor.   Adults aged 18 and up would be eligible to 

participate.  Volunteers would arrive on Thursday, serve Friday and Saturday, and return on 

Sunday with mission fees of $140/person plus transportation costs. 

Please contact Gloria Stephan or the church office if you are interested 

a fall trip, or a trip next summer.  Meanwhile, we remain Rooted in Love 

and looking forward to more opportunities to serve.   

ROOTED IN LOVE 
John 15:4 says "Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch 

can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me." 
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Special Offerings for Ministries          

Church Council highlights a special ministry area each month for 

extra mile giving.  These important ministry areas are highlighted 

here for your consideration.  Simply indicate your gift in the “Other” 

area of your offering envelope or online giving form. 

 

 AUGUST FOCUS MINISTRY                                                                

     DAILY BREAD  

                         *** NEXT DAILY BREAD IS AUGUST 21ST AT 2:00 PM 

 

 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle will not meet in the summer!  See you in September!  

All ladies are welcome!   

Please see Donna Hennen for more information!  

 

 

 

 

Save the date!! 

First Bethel’s 75th anniversary celebration is 

going to be August 28th, invitations and more 

details will be coming soon!! 

 



First Bethel United Methodist Church                   August  2022
 P a g e  | 7 

 

BOOK CLUB 

 
Book club meets on the fourth Friday of the month in July, then goes 

back to the regular schedule of the third Friday of the month 

beginning on August 19.  You can join us at 7:30PM at Panera Bread 

in South Park Shops.    

We always have room for new folks, and new suggestions for books to read - give us a try!   

Friday, July 22 – A Woman of Substance by Barbara Taylor Bradford 

Barbara Taylor Bradford’s The Emma Harte Saga begins with this record-

shattering New York Times bestseller that traces Emma Harte’s legacy 

through multiple generations of indomitable women. 

  

From the servants’ quarters of a manor house on the brooding Yorkshire 

moors to the helm of a profitable international business, Emma Harte’s life is 

a sweeping saga of unbreakable spirit and resolve. Rising from abject poverty 

to glittering wealth at the upper echelons of society, there is only one man the indomitable Emma 

cannot have—and only one she yearns for. The novel was also the subject of a popular 1984 

miniseries starring Jenny Seagrove and Deborah Kerr. 

Friday, August 19 - March by Geraldine Brooks 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize--a powerful love story set against the backdrop of 

the Civil War, from the author of The Secret Chord. From Louisa May Alcott's 

beloved classic Little Women , Geraldine Brooks has animated the character 

of the absent father, March, and crafted a story "filled with the ache of love 

and marriage and with the power of war upon the mind and heart of one 

unforgettable man" (Sue Monk Kidd). With "pitch-perfect writing" ( USA Today 

), Brooks follows March as he leaves behind his family to aid the Union cause 

in the Civil War. His experiences will utterly change his marriage and challenge his most 

ardently held beliefs. A lushly written, wholly original tale steeped in the details of another time, 

March secures Geraldine Brooks's place as a renowned author of historical fiction.  

Upcoming Book Club dates:  July 22, August 19, September 16, October 21, November 18, and 

December 16 
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In Memory 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Michael L. Kundrat 
October 21, 1937 ~ July 13, 2022 (age 84) 

 

Obituary 
Rev. Michael L. Kundrat of South Park Twp., on 
Wednesday July 13, 2022.  Beloved husband of 
Penny F. Kundrat.  Loving father of Stephen 
(Lorrie) Kundrat and Scott Kundrat.  Brother of 
Margaret Blair and the late Flora Renner and 
Debbie Oelschlager.  Also survived by two 
grandsons, Daniel (Latoyria) Kundrat and Thomas 
P. (Larissa) Coyle; one granddaughter, Kimberley 
(Sunil) Bellore; two great-grandchildren, Kamiyah 
Kundrat and Patrick M. Coyle.  

  

Mike graduated from West Virginia Wesleyan College and Boston University, 
School of Theology.  He was ordained in the Methodist Church in 1963.  Over the 
course of nearly 60 years, he served several churches in Massachusetts and 
then in the Pittsburgh area, most recently serving as an assistant pastor at the 
First Bethel United Methodist Church in Bethel Park.  Visitation was held on 
Sunday, July 17th from 11am to 1pm and 6 to 8pm at the David J. Henney 
Funeral Home, 6364 Library Rd. (Route 88), Library, PA.  Funeral Service was 
held on Monday, July 18th at 11am in First Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Library Rd. at Kings School Rd., Bethel Park. 
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First Bethel UMC members special discount at 

Sherwin Williams located at 5187 Library 

Road, Bethel Park, PA.   

Just mention that you are a member of First 

Bethel United Methodist Church, and you will 

receive their preferred pricing! 
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    5901 Library Road 

Bethel Park, PA  15102 

http://www.firstbethelumc.org  

 

Church Office: 412-835-0700    Kings School Kids:  412-835-6141      

 

FBUMC@Verizon.net                                                     KSK10@Verizon.net                                                

 

 

 

We are here to serve! 

 

Pastor:  Rev. David Ewing 

Mobile:  412-818-0889 

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org 

Pastor Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 10AM–4PM, Friday 10AM-Noon 

 

Office Manager:  Patty Sanders 

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org 

     Church Office Hours:  Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 10AM–3PM and Wed 1PM-4PM 

 

Music Director:  Sam Campbell 

MusicDirector@FirstBethelumc.org  

Organist:  Phil Himmler 

Director of Maintenance:  Jim Howells 

 

Director of KSK and Children’s Fellowship:   

KSK Office Administrator:  Charlene Phillips 

 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/ 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1102686 
 

 
KINGS LIGHT DEADLINE:  The 20th of each month is the deadline for submissions for the next issue 
of the Kings Light.  Please have your information in on time to avoid the disappointment of not 
having it appear in the next edition.  Mail it to us, or send via email to FBUMC@Verizon.net  

http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
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