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HOT BUTTONS

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR DAVID

After Labor Day, | thought it best to switch
the remaining Summer Worship Series’ “Hot Button” sermon
topics over to the King’s Light articles. So this is the first of those

topics. This month’s “Hot Button”: “Is Jesus Coming Back?”

Scripture (Matt. 24:30; 26:64; John 14:3; Revelation), creeds
(The Apostles Creed), and hymns (Lo, He Comes with Clouds
Descending - #718 in UMH) affirm the answer to this question is
“yes.” Jesus will return to earth one day. This event is widely
known as The Second Coming. Nearly all Christian traditions
believe Jesus finally and fully defeats all evil at this time.

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, speaks of a thousand-
year period of peace that follows Jesus’ return. The nature and
occurrence of this is a point that is debated in many Christian
circles. It is called “The Millenium Debate.”

Matthew 24 and Revelation 7 refer to a period of time called the
“Great Tribulation.” It is believed to be a time of great distress.
Debate follows the question as to whether this tribulation takes
place before Christ’'s return or after his return. It is debated
whether the millennium-thousand year peace precedes this
Tribulation or follows it. If this didn’t provide for enough debate,
there is the topic of “The Rapture.” The Rapture theory
developed in the early 1800’s and asserted that Christians will
be secretly removed from the earth and transmitted to heaven
supernaturally - leaving behind those who refused to follow
Jesus. This was the central context of the series of sixteen books
written by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins called “Left Behind.”
If one takes up reading this series, it is very important to
remember that Rapture theology is a very “young” construct. The
majority of Christian/Church history does not support this



theology. | heard it said one time that our early church ancestors
(Clement of Rome, Origen, Irenaeous, et. al.) would have uttered
a prominent “WHAT’S THAT?” upon sharing the relatively recent
theology surrounding The Rapture.

Much of end-times theology is developed from the Biblical Books
of Daniel & Revelation, which in the literary realm is classified as
Apocalyptic Literature. This type of literature is marked with
dramatic metaphors, symbolism, simile, and personification.
Interpreting literature such as this in a literal sense will lead one
to any number of unhelpful conclusions. Revelation readers must
reflect figuratively upon these texts.

So what is a person to believe with all the hot debate surrounding
these issues? If Bible scholars and historians cannot agree with
one central understanding of these things, how will we? It can
be remarkably simple though...if we allow it to be. Our response
to these things can be found in our response to Jesus’ simple
words to us all: “Follow Me.” For if we follow Jesus and live out
our lives desiring to be made more like Jesus, we don’t
necessarily need to know how the end times will “play out.” We'll
be living our lives as God would desire and we can let things
unfold as they will.

Learning about these things is not unimportant. Any deep dive
into scripture yields very positive results if done with selfless
ambition. But balance is necessary. May we spend considerably
more time discerning how to follow Jesus closely in response to
God’s love, grace, and call. And when we feel the need to
explore end-time topics in order to continue that growth in Christ-
likeness, then go ahead and press the “hot button!”

As always, please reach out to me if you desire more information,
clarification or direction. I'll do my best to grow along with you!

Journeying together,

Pastor David
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SUNDAYS AT FIRST BETHEL
9:30AM WORSHIP

WiTH CHILDREN’S MESSAGE &
WORSHIP ENRICHMENT
COMMUNION IS HELD THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
10:30AM CoOFFEE HOUR AND FELLOWSHIP
10:45AM CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:45AM WIRED WORD ADULT DISCUSSION

“LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME”’

Children are always welcome to stay in the
sanctuary with their families. We have
"Busy Bags" filled with engaging items
available at the back of the church.
Children aged three through third grade
> can join Miss Charlene for Worship
Enrichment after the Children's Message.

l_e| |he litte chl dreN cone |o me

For those who prefer there is a furnished Nursery area upstairs,
with volunteer staff on the first Sunday of each month.

If you need more information, feel free to ask an Usher, a
Greeter, or anyone wearing an “Ask Me” nametag.



=i Join Mike Stephan and others
The{fIWORD" Sundays at 10:45AM in the Oxford

Room for interactive discussion of
faith and current events. The topic changes weekly, so attend
when you can!

Red Letter Living Bible Study with Rev. Joel
Aé R6D LATR Garrett returns on Tuesdays through October 28t
Nt

tvive: gt 6:30PM in the Oxford Room.

A First Bethel Ringers will practice every Sunday at
\‘&) 11AM through October. Please contact Christina

-

~ . Ewing if you are interested in joining our bell choir!

&
Western PA First Bethel's Charge Conference will be
Conference held on Sunday, October 26t

THEUNTED METHODITEHURCE j¢o)lowing the 9:30AM Worship Service.
All members and church leaders are encouraged to attend.

October is Pastor Appreciation month.
Please consider sending a card or other
token of appreciation to Pastor David Ewing!




Richard Hennen
November 15, 1938 — September 15, 2025

Of Bethel Park, passed away Monday,
September 15, 2025, at the age of 86. Rich
was raised by the late Paul and Lydia Hennen
in Kirwan Heights and attended Bridgeville
High School. He had many fond memories of
his childhood and lasting friendships.

He became a car reupholsterer and after
serving two years in the United States Army,
stationed in Germany, he eventually opened his own business.
Coach Craft Auto Trim located in Bethel Park remained open for
56 and half years until 2023. Rich dedicated his life to his work
and was known for his meticulous craftsmanship.

Rich was a loyal husband, father and father-in-law to his wife of
61 years, Donna; his daughters, Kathy (deceased) and Linda;
and son-in-law, Brian. He was a loving "Pappy" to Haley and
Autumn, who both treasured and adored him. Survivors also
include two brothers-in law, two sisters-in-law, two nieces and
four nephews. Rich was a one of a kind, commonsense,
hardworking, blue collar man who could fix anything and could
make things last (i.e. he owned the same dryer for over 40
years!) He developed so many friendships over the years and
would help anyone who needed it.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution toward the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, 7460 Warren Pkwy., Ste.
150, Frisco, TX 75034-4269.

Friends and family were received on Monday, September 22,
2025 at Thomas-Little Funeral Service and Crematory in
Oakdale, with a service at noon in the funeral home. Interment
with full Military honors followed at the National Cemetery of the
Alleghenies.

https://www.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com/obituaries/Richard-
P-Hennen?obld=45418868



https://www.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com/obituaries/Richard-P-Hennen?obId=45418868
https://www.thomas-littlefuneralservice.com/obituaries/Richard-P-Hennen?obId=45418868

Mary Yeager
February 6, 1930 ~ September 26, 2025

Provided by Paul Henney Cremation and Funeral Tributes Inc.

Mary (Helman) Yeager Age 95;
formerly of Bethel Park; passed away
peacefully on Friday, September 26,
2025, at Friendship Village; beloved
wife of the late Charles W. Yeager;
loving mother of Barbara(David)
Blandino, Charles(Ann) Yeager and
James(Candy) Yeager; cherished
grandmother of Katie Blandino-
Nienhuis, Jonathan Blandino,
Elizabeth Blandino-Lopez, Jason and
Gregory Yeager, Andrew Yeager and Jennifer Noll; great
grandmother of Chapin and Zoe Nienhuis, Merai Blandino-
Lopez, Kayla Yeager, Leah and Joshua Noll; sister of LaVonne
MclLay, the late Lois Rupp, Myrll Helman and James Helman.

Mary was a member of First Bethel United Methodist Church for
many years, she had enjoyed spending many winters in Florida.
She will be missed by all who knew her.

Family and friends will be received Tuesday from 2-4 & 6-8 PM
at Paul Henney Cremation & Funeral Tributes, 5570 Library Rd.,
Bethel Park where funeral services will be held Wednesday, 11
AM. Burial will follow at Restland Memorial Park.

Family requests memorial donations to Cutaneous T-Cell
Lymphoma Foundation, P.O. Box 969, Warren, M|l 48090,
http://clfoundation.org (http://clfoundation.org)

https://www.henneyfuneralhome.com/printnotice/Mary-
Yeager/10-/0c/0g/0d/0b
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Oct 2 ReShelle Barrett Oct 12 Tom Jack

Oct 2 Mike Bowser Oct 12 Jake Zeminski
Oct 2 John Dunbar Oct 13 Jeff Carr

Oct 7 Esthela Slater Oct 19 Mike Finale

Oct 7 Terry Sullivan Oct 25 Claire Garfold
Oct 8 Penny Lawver Oct 25 Catherine Taylor
Oct 10 Marjorie Mills Oct 30 Ruth Finlay

The Rotary Chicken BBQ Dinner is coming soon! This event
supports The Nyadire Connection (TNC) which is First Bethel’s
primary global outreach ministry. Let’s buy enough tickets to
win the $5,000 Sister Rut Scholarship for TNC!

SATURDAY, OcT. 11™
Bethel Park High School
Drive Thru Ony

11AM - 7PM

Purchase tickets from Phil Himmler for you and your family, or
you can donate tickets to SHIM (South Hills Interfaith
Movement). Tatenda — with grateful hearts.



OUTREACH

FISH is Fun In the South Hills
at Parkford Apartments on
Wednesdays 3:30-5:30 PM
Snacks & Games
Crafts & Homework help
Come Join Us!!!

Contact Mary Courtney or Lisa Rulong for more info.

Renewals for The Nyadire Connection
Home of Hope Outreach student
sponsorships are due no later than
October 315t. Annual sponsorship is $125.
Pick up a form in the Narthex, or contact
Stephanie Alstadt or Phil Himmler.

NYADIRE
CONNECTION

SERVING SINCE 2006

- Help us to collect non-perishable food
6Shlm and personal care items to be given to
eI our  neighbors through SHIM (South

Hills Interfaith Movement) in Bethel Park. Place your

donations in the bins in the narthex, and we’ll get them to SHIM.

If you have older prescription glasses

(5_ j/D that are taking up drawer space, please

- drop them in the box in the Narthex and

we will pass them along to Christ

United Methodist Church so they may
be re-distributed to those in need of those prescriptions.

Used € j&gf Asses

C OLLECTION



M Who Chooses Our Week? YOU DO!
by Gloria Stephan

Appalachla We choose our ASP service week based on
SERVICE PROJECT survey responses to prioritize the dates that
work for most youth and their families. Summer trips are open
to High School Youth and Adults. Trips run from Sunday morning
to Saturday afternoon and last one week. The number of teams
we can send and the locations we can request is dependent on
survey responses and the number of adult Group Leaders and
Drivers.

If you'd like to participate, please fill out the survey with your
preference for our week of service no later than October 26th. A
$50 deposit for youth or $100 deposit for adults received by
November 15t will hold your spot. ASP Volunteer fees are
$375/person except for the week of July 5-11™" when they're
$300/person. You do not need to pay the entire fee to
participate. We have scholarships and fundraising opportunities.
Here’s the link: ASP 2025 Summer Trip Survey

Indicate your first, second and third week preference, and mark
any weeks you CANNOT do, leave everything else marked
COULD DO. Put a note in comments if you cannot serve the
entire week. The options for First Bethel are:

Week 1 June 7-13, 2026

Week 2 June 14-20, 2026

Week 3 June 21-27, 2026

Week 4 June 28-July 4, 2026

Week 5 July 5-11, 2026 ($300/person reduced rate)
Week 6 July 12-18, 2026

Week 7 July 19-25, 2026

Week 8 July 26-Aug 1, 2026

To learn more, see ASP’s website
https://asphome.org/summer/#learn-more
or contact Gloria Stephan.



https://forms.gle/VyW8wyMfizWHiGPc7
https://asphome.org/summer/#learn-more

As you read this, eleven adult volunteers are
preparing for our fourth Adult ASP Weekend
Trip to Jonesville, VA. They're leaving bright
and early on Thursday, October 2" and will
return on Sunday, October 5. We'll be
building relationships and a porch :*) and also
working on underpinning on a home in Pennington Gap, VA.

Please keep our volunteers, the ASP Staff and the community
we’ll be serving in your prayers. Pray for Ken & Mary Courtney,
Jim Grattan, Jaime & Robin Gray, Lisa McDermot, Lisa Pipilo,
Robert Pugh, Amy Scott, Gloria Stephan and Catherine Taylor

We’re welcoming three first-time volunteers on this trip, and
remember....construction experience is not required! All you
need is a desire to Connect, Build and Transform.

‘Connect.... -
Build.

Transform.

From ASP - Summer 2025 Impact: Thanks to YOU!

This summer, our incredible volunteers and staff made a real
difference in Central Appalachia:

449,446 volunteers came together

w4 87 summer staff guided and supported every project

L4 428 people were served across all the families in the
homes we worked on

«4 184 homes repaired, restored, and renewed

L4 932 projects completed

Every hammer swung, every nail driven, and every moment of
service helped families live in warmer, safer, drier homes. <
We couldn’t have done it without each of you. THANK YOU for
being part of this summer’s incredible impact!
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*FUN...FUN...FUN*

Saturday October 18th

3 PM-5PM
Arrive by 2:45PM to decorate

and/or set up your car
Please bring treats to distribute

to all our friends
TRUNK DECORATING CONTEST
Other Games & Contests too!
£

|

Shine with the Light of Jesus



YOUTH MINISTRY

NEW!

Pastor David is hosting Senior High
Sunday School at his home (the
parsonage) again on Sunday evening,
October 19t at 5PM.

Join him for Dinner, Conversation and Bible Study.

MINISTRY

CALLING ALL YOUTH!
n Join your friends for a Lock-In at the church
) K Saturday, October 25" overnight to
L_J Sunday, October 26"
I n Contact Meredith Steinhagen for more
information!

Registration is now open for the

| J
) |
WW’ ” Women'’s Retreat!

- Join us Friday to Sunday November
LA . 7t to 9t at Olmsted Manor Retreat
Center in Ludlow, PA.

The total cost is $200/Double/Loft or $220/ Single (max 5
rooms). Submit a $50 deposit to hold your spot via your offering
envelope or Vanco. Balance is due by Sunday, October 26.

Cost includes all meals Saturday and Sunday (cost $61/person,
not negotiable). Scholarships are available - please speak with
Pastor David. Register online, or reach out to Catherine Taylor
at 412-519-3035 or CatherineWeilTaylor@Gmail.com

2025 Women's Retreat Reqistration Link



mailto:CatherineWeilTaylor@Gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7znextXzoKPQ0brv8pm8dVbXXf1YjlUyPJmuPTWg2jMRmhA/viewform

CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS

“‘Redemption and Forgiveness” ) \\\\2\/////
Books by American writer Jodi Picoult have /"-fiz

been popular among First Bethel readers, as CHURCH LIBRARY
they are around the world. This is one of ours: ews

THE STORYTELLER

A New Hampshire grandmother survived the World War I
Holocaust and doesn't like to talk about it. A well-liked old man
in her community was a Nazi death-camp officer who wants to
die because he is so ashamed of his past. Their stories are told
in what a HuffPost review describes as “a novel of redemption
and forgiveness.”

Our other books by Jodi Picoult include:
BY ANY OTHER NAME

PLAIN TRUTH

A SPARK OF LIGHT

SMALL GREAT THINGS

Books by Picoult, who lives in Hanover, New Hampshire, have
been published in 34 languages.

CARENOTES

We always like to remind everyone about these internationally
popular — and much praised — pamphlets. No need to check
them out. Take what you want from the CareNotes display case
on the back wall of the Library. Subjects include:

¢ What everyone should know about dementia.

e How to help someone suffering from depression or
anxiety.

e Dealing with financial stress.

e Getting through the annual reminders of your loss.

Your Library Staff



Book CLUB

Our Book Club explores a variety of
literature to expand our understanding
and perspectives. Plus, some selections
are just for pure enjoyment!

Book Club Selections

We welcome your recommendations and
participation. Meetings are held once a month at 7PM (usually
the third Friday of the month) at Panera Bread in South Park

Shops. .

Here are our next selections:

Friday, October 17" - “The Borrowed Life of
Frederick Fife”

by Anna Johnston

Frederick Fife was born with an extra helping of
kindness in his heart. If he borrowed your car, he’d
return it washed with a full tank of gas. The problem
is, at age eighty-two, there’s nobody left in Fred’s life
to borrow from, and he's broke and on the brink of

eviction. But Fred’s luck changes when he's mistaken for Bernard
Greer, a missing resident at the local nursing home, and takes his
place. Now Fred has warm meals in his belly and a roof over his
head—as long as his look-alike Bernard never turns up.

I.YNDA RUTLEDGE

DAIAG'S ST GARAGE S48
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Friday, November 215t~ "“West with Giraffes”

by Lynda Rutledge

An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the
incredible true story of two giraffes who made
headlines and won the hearts of Depression-era
America.

“Few true friends have | known and two were
giraffes...”



CONTACT
information

What's their phone number?
Where did | put that address?
What's on the Church Calendar?
Where can | find the Announcements?
How do | contact the Church?
How do | access Online Giving?

Who is that person | saw at church?
ANSWER: Use the MyUCD App!

If you've ever asked yourself (or someone else) these questions,
then you need the myUCD App! It's the easiest way to find
someone’s contact information and to answer all these
questions. This is a free app that we have access to as a part of
our church portrait directory. Trust me....it's so easy.

The only trick is that each family needs a unique identifier to
access the app the first time (this is a security feature). See the
next page for more information on how to install the My Universal
Church Directory app. You should have already received an
email from appsupport@ucdir.com with your identifier. But if you
lost it, see the list in the Narthex, contact the Church Office, or
contact Gloria Stephan and we’ll get your code to you. Do it now!



mailto:appsupport@ucdir.com

STAY CONNECTED !
The MyUCD app not only contains contact

information and family photos for our
congregation, it also has contact information
D for our church and staff, AND links to access

weekly announcements, online giving, and
the church calendar.

Each personal household code can be used
by the whole family. If you missed the email with your code,
contact the Church Office at 412-835-0700 or via email
FBUMC@Verizon.net. There is also a list of the access codes
in the Narthex.

Remember to keep us updated if you have a new phone number,
mailing address or email so we can keep our records updated.

Step 1: Download the Universal Church Directory App from the app store.

£ Available on the [cadigel)]
o App Store Te Google Play

[&53%

UCD

Step 2: Enter the Unique Identifier (See email for your identifier).

FREFRERERE UNIVERSAL

T

Unique Identifier Code:


mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

FBUMC MEN'S GROUP

% The Men’s Group meets at 8:30AM on the first

I N Saturday of each month for fellowship and

e 2R3 community activities. They also meet informally for

MEN'S breakfast on Wednesdays around 8AM at the Eat ‘N
GROUP  Parkin South Park Shops.

The next Men’s Group meeting is
Saturday, October 4" at 8:30AM

MARTHA CIRCLE

Wednesday, October 8t in the Susanna

o

\
3_- Wesley room of the church. All ladies are
m ) welcome.

L
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Wz' The next Martha Circle meeting is at 1PM on
\

This is a time of fellowship, service and connecting with other
women of our faith community. Contact Donna Hennen for more
information.

First Bethel’s Mission Statement

4 N

“Nourish Every Body,
Stimulate Every Spirit,
Satisty Every Soul,
\_ for the Glory of God” /




< First Bethel United Methodist Church

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

5901 Library Road

Bethel Park, PA 15102
http://www_firstbethelumc.org

Church Office ; - Kings School Kids
412-835-0700 ANV 412-835-6141

s < 1

FBUMC@Verizon.net B VI»N’ §~ KSK10@Verizon.net
r 4

Pastor: Rev. David Ewing
Mobile: 412-818-0889

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org

Office Manager: Lisa Stefanowicz

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org

Choir Director and Organist: Phil Himmler
Director of Maintenance: Jim Howells

KINGS ScHooOL KiDs
Director of KSK: Mary Beth Deckard
Assistant Director of KSK: Nicole Crisson
KSK Office Administrator: Charlene Phillips

like us on

https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/

KINGSs LIGHT DEADLINE: The 20t of each month is the deadline
for submissions for the next issue of the King’s Light. Please have
your information submitted on time to avoid the disappointment of
not having it appear in the next edition. Send via email to Gloria
Stephan, editor or send to FBUMC@Verizon.net
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