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Perhaps a favorite birthday memory as a child is having a
birthday cake brought to you, with a number of flame-topped
candles inserted into the cake surface. There’s just something
about candles in this context. A child possesses an imagination
that allows the candles to take on an almost magical quality.
Along with this, the making of wishes with the warmth and light
of the candles near the face, candles can become a favorite
symbol throughout childhood and beyond.

Candles have always had a distinctive place in our
society, and as such they represent an incredible link that taps
into our past. In a quite unique way, candles radiate messages
of security, warmth, hope, and spirituality. They are a burning
example that the whole is more than sum of its parts, though they
are just a little wax and a wick. Deeply rooted in almost every
religious and spiritual practice, creed and nationality, there is
something peculiar and symbolic in a solitary flame and the aura
of light surrounding it. It enlightens, enlivens, inspires, and
comforts. No matter how thick the darkness, the light of one
candle conquers it. No matter how solitary one flame is, it is
never alone or lonely, for its light knows no boundaries and
touches eternity. People of all faiths and walks of life, and many
different creeds, have joined together in a candlelight vigil to
grieve, pray or celebrate.

We use candles significantly at First Bethel. We use them
as symbols of life and eternity in our All Saints’ Day service. We
use them to close our candlelight services on Christmas Eve. We
light them each Sunday to symbolize the presence of God’s



Spirit amongst us. Currently, our sanctuary is graced with a
beautiful Advent candle wreath that holds four candles
representing hope, peace, joy, and love along with the Christ
Candle, symbolizing the light of Christ.

| would encourage you all to take thirty minutes of time
this Advent season in a mostly dark room, lit with one solitary
candle...and just be ... retreating from the season’s busyness.
Reflect upon God'’s desire to bring the light of salvation into the
world through the light we call Emmanuel... God With Us! May
we all thank God for this wonderful gift!

Journeying together,
Pastor David
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Worship

& Event
Schedule

First Sunday of Advent
November 30
9:30AM Worship
10:30AM Sunday School & Wired Word
10:30AM Coffee & Fellowship

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7

9:30AM Worship & Communion
10:30AM Sunday School & Wired Word
10:30AM Coffee & Fellowship

5:30PM Advent Festival

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14

9:30AM Worship
10:30AM Coffee & Fellowship
11:00AM Christmas Pageant

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21
9:30AM Worship
10:30AM Sunday School & Wired Word
10:30AM Coffee & Fellowship
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Wednesday, December 24
4PM and 7PM

4:00PM Traditional Candlelight Service
Family Friendly (flameless candles for the little ones)
Children’s Message and a Staffed Nursery

7:00PM Traditional Candlelight Service
Christmas Message, Scripture Readings and
Special Music by First Bethel musicians and friends

Sunday, December 28
| Bell Sunday (a First Bethel tradition)
9:30AM Worship Service
" No Sunday School
Bring a bell to ring in the New Year!

:1 The Keystone Chorus
= T (featuring our own Ken
oo KEY Williams) will present
J i i their Christmas Holiday

Harmonies Concert at First Bethel on Saturday,
December 131" at 2PM. Free will donations will be
accepted.



Rhoda Jean (Gruntz) Scott

March 8, 1942 ~ November 4, 2025 (age 83)

Rhoda Jean Scott (Gruntz), of Bethel
Park, passed away on Tuesday,
November 4, 2025, age 83, beloved
wife for 59 years of the late Kenneth W.
Scott, loving mother of Jeffrey Scott
(Doreen), Amy Scott, Karen Anthony
(Michael) and Brian Scott (Heather),
sister of Naomi Foley (the late Joe),
James Gruntz (the late LaRene), Karen
Gruntz, Gary Gruntz (Frances) and the
late John Gruntz, Jr., sister-in-law of
Kay Gruntz, grandmother of Katelyn,
Madelyn (Alex), Geana, Sean,
Dominique, Colton, Ryan and Jolene, also several nieces,
nephews and cousins and her dog Max.

Rhoda was a member of First Bethel United Methodist Church.
Visitation and a Funeral Service were held at the David J.
Henney Funeral Home, 6364 Library Road (RT 88), Library,

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Bethel Park
Meals-on-Wheels, c/o Bethel Presbyterian Church, 2999 Bethel
Church Road, Bethel Park, Pa, 15102.

https://www.davidhenneyfuneralhome.com/obituary/Rhoda-
Scott

In Lm/ing Msmarv
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Dec 2 Alexandra Cecala Dec 20 Corey Criss
Dec 3 Cheryl Passios Dec 21 Hazel Mattheus-
Scabilloni

Dec 7 Jane Black
Dec 27 Alex Lauver

Dec 28 Mark McDermot
Dec 30 Lem Irick

Dec 9 Adam Carney
Dec 13 Corey Pauline

Dec 15 Darryl DiGorio
Dec 30 Zoey Long

Dec 31 Carole Cuddy
Dec 31 Robin Gray

Dec 16 Shane Danahey
Dec 17 Bill Black

Dec 19 Donna Dunbar

HAVE You ANY TIME AND TALENTS TO SHARE?

Are you interested in volunteering but don’t know who to ask?
We use an online scheduling system called Ministry Scheduler
Pro that makes it easy to indicate when you're not available to
serve, and it's super easy to request a substitute when needed.

On Sunday mornings: We need Greeters, Liturgists, Acolytes
(elementary school age and youth), Coffee Hosts and Nursery
Volunteers. During the week we need Sanctuary Cleaning
Teams, a person to straighten and restock the pew racks, FISH
ministry helpers, and we need more trained Counters to verify
the weekly collection and make the bank deposit.

Can you give an hour of your time every month or so? Please
contact Gloria Stephan or the Church Office if you can.



ADVENT FESTIVAL

Our annual family Advent Festival will be
Sunday evening, December 7t at 5:30PM.

carols, and everything you’ll need to make
a Gingerbread House! Fun for the young
and the young at heart — all are welcome.

If you can help with this event, contact Christina Ewing,
Catherine Taylor, Christine Morris, Gloria Stephan,
Charlene Phillips, or sign up in the Narthex.

CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT

! Calling all Children and Youth!

Please contact Meredith Steinhagen
if you’re interested in participating in
the Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 141 at 11AM.




OUTREACH

The Angel Tree is up, containing gift requests for
Family Links. Their mission is to positively impact @
lives through integrated community behavioral and

social programs. They provide a vast array of

services that address the needs of individuals and

families in the areas of mental health, substance

use, prevention, emergency shelter, supportive housing, and
senior care.

Each Angel Tag contains 3 gift requests, and you may choose 1
or 2 or 3 of the items and place them unwrapped in a gift
bag. Gifts should be returned to the church by Sunday,
December 141,

Thank you, congregation, for your continued support of our local,
regional and global outreach efforts this year.

May you have a healthy and blessed Advent season.

FISH is Fun In the South Hills at Parkford Community
on Wednesdays 3:30-5:30 PM

Snacks, Games, Crafts & Homework Help
Come Join Us!!!

Contact Mary Courtney or Lisa Rulong for
more info.

We’ll be adding FISH volunteer opportunities to
Ministry Scheduler Pro so signing up will be even easier.




FISH Is GROWING!!

Our Wednesday after school enrichment
program at Parkford Community in South
Park Township is off to a great start!! Since
late September, we have been gathering
every Wednesday afternoon from 3:30 — 5:30
to share games, crafts, food, fellowship and help with homework.
We have a steady core group of 14 children attending, with
numbers sometimes as high as 21!

This fall we painted pumpkins, talked about kindness and what it
means to us, played lots of games, created centerpieces and
other crafts, started journaling, and cooked (and ATE) personal
pizzas, spaghetti and meatballs and decorated cupcakes!!

A small group of dedicated FBUMC volunteers have joined with
several folks outside of our congregation, including the
leadership of Melting Pot Ministries, and have focused our
attention on engaging with the kids and their caregivers, building
trust, and promoting self-esteem. This experience is definitely
one of those where | am receiving so much more than | give!
The kids are there because they WANT TO BE - and seeing
their smiles and hearing their laughter as we grow together as a
community of faith is truly a blessing!

Next up we will be celebrating Thanksgiving together, then on to
Christmas complete with making ornaments, baking and
decorating cookies, trimming Christmas trees, learning songs,
and caroling in their community. We also hope to bring some of
our kiddos to FB’s Advent Event on December 7, so if you see
us there, please say hello!

As with any growing program, the need is always there for
additional volunteers, supplies and financial support. If you have
a few hours to spare one or more Wednesdays a month, and



would like to hang out with some GREAT kids, please contact
me!

Thank you — and see you in church!!

Lisa Rulong
412-398-5391
lirulong@yahoo.com



mailto:ljrulong@yahoo.com

THANKSGIVING DINNERS

The Men’s Group would like to thank
everyone that contributed food items or
funds to provide 26 Thanksgiving dinners,
and some First Bethel Love to those who
might need some help with their food
budget for this holiday.

Thank you, and may you have a blessed Thanksgiving!!




GIFTS THAT LAST

by Gloria Stephan
AppalaChIa | receive emails and letters from Appalachia
SERVICE PROJECT®  gervice Project throughout the year, and when
| read them, it reminds me that this ministry, and our
contributions to it have a lasting impact. A home repair

completed in a few days or weeks can last well beyond our
departure. This is an excerpt from a recent email:

“At first glance, Dorris’s home repairs didn’t look like much—a
few new boards, a solid landing, safe steps. But for her, it meant
everything. This Thanksgiving, she’ll step outside with
confidence, welcome her family at the door, and give thanks for
the people who made it possible... friends like you.

Every small (or big) repair you help fund brings safety and peace
to another neighbor in need in Central Appalachia, just like it did
for Dorris. Your gifts ensure that even more families will feel that
same blessing long after the holiday has passed.”

Our 2026 week of service will be Sunday, June 14 — Saturday,
June 201 2026. Please support this trip by registering to spend
a week with us on site, or support our teams financially. If you'd
like to participate, submit a $50/youth or $100/adult deposit to
hold your spot. The trip is open to High School students and
Adult Leaders with current clearances. ASP volunteer fees are
$375/person, but you do not need to pay the entire fee to join our
group. There are scholarships and fundraising opportunities
available, and our church always supports this ministry with their
gifts of time, talent and resources. Happy Thanksgiving!

To learn more, see ASP’s website
https://asphome.org/summer/#learn-more
or contact Gloria Stephan.



https://asphome.org/summer/#learn-more

YOUTH MINISTRY

The Youth Group held their
Thanksgiving Dinner at the church on
Sunday, November 23 which
included some special guests and mINISTRY
activities.

The Youth Group’s Progressive Dinner will be held on Saturday,
December 20" with the youth traveling to three different homes
for appetizers, dinner, dessert, games and a gift exchange.

Contact Meredith Steinhagen for more details.

she S held Friday to Sunday November 7t

B to 9" at Olmsted Manor Retreat
- 4 Center in Ludlow, PA. The retreat
entitled “Moving Prayer” was led by

Deaconess Leanna Lake. Next year’s retreat is scheduled for
November 13-15" so Save the Date!

B W 3 The annual Women’s Retreat was




CANDIES

ONLINE ORDERING

Online ordering ends at 11:59pm on DECEMBER 14™

Access the Sarris fundraising website on your
mobile phone with the QR Code, or use the
link below:

OpH0

www.SarrisCandiesFundraising.com

Click “Supporting an Online Fundraiser?” then "Order Now”

Enter our Group ID # 10-1027 and select “Shop Now”
This sale supports projects, improvements and ministries here

at First Bethel.
Contact Charlene Phillips with any questions.

Beautify our sanctuary by ordering poinsettias
in honor or memory of loved ones. Orders must
be received by Sunday, December 7t". Use the
order form in the announcements, call the
church office, or use the QR Code below. Poinsettias will be
displayed in the church sanctuary on Christmas Eve, and you
may take them home to enjoy any time after the 7PM Christmas
Eve service.

Of#0
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CHURCH LIBRARY
Ny
It's that time again! Can you hear the bell? 4/ ,:. g/

The First Bethel Library has nearly 90 e

Christmas books. We have the most famous

titles for this special time of year. There are books for readers
of all ages, including dozens on the lower shelves for children.
Our Christmas treasures include these, and dozens more.

THE POLAR EXPRESS - A magical journey and a mystical bell.

CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE MORNING - A farm boy gives a gift of
love in this favorite of readers for decades. Its paintings have been
praised as magnificent — and there are hidden pictures in the
clouds. By Nobel and Pulitzer winner Pearl Buck and acclaimed
artist Mark Buehner.

A TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS MIRACLES: True Stories of
God’s Presence. By inspirational storyteller Karen Kingsbury.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL - Grumpy miser Ebenezer Scrooge
becomes a kind old man. By Charles Dickens.

A CUP OF CHRISTMAS TEA - An annual favorite at First Bethel.
A SHEPHERD’S SONG -Troubled Tom Shepherd becomes an
unlikely hero in snowy Pittsburgh. Reviewers say this story will put
you in a holiday mood and “set your soul to singing.” The writer is
Janice Lane Palko, who grew up in Pittsburgh.

THE LITTLEST REINDEER - Is she too little to help Santa?

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS by Dr. Seuss.

THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE by Max Lucado

Please come to our Library in the Narthex.
MERRY CHRISTMAS !!

Your Library Staff



BooK CLUB

Our Book Club explores a variety of
literature to expand our understanding
and perspectives. Plus, some selections
are just for pure enjoyment!

Book Club Selections

We welcome your recommendations and

participation. Meetings are held once a month at 7PM (usually
the third Friday of the month) at Panera Bread in South Park
Shops. However, on Friday, December 19" at 7PM, we’ll meet
at the home of Mike & Gloria Stephan, and all are welcome.

Friday, December 19" “Sipsworth”
by Simon Van Booy

Following the loss of her husband and son,
Helen Cartwright returns to the village of her
childhood after living abroad for six decades.
Her only wish is to die quickly and without fuss.
She retreats into her home on Westminster
Crescent, becoming a creature of routine and
habit: “Each day was an impersonation of the one before with
only a slight shuffle—as though even for death there is a queue.”

Then, one cold winter night, a chance encounter with a mouse
sets Helen on a surprising journey. Over the course of two weeks
in a small English town, this reclusive widow discovers an
unexpected reason to live.



FBUMC MEN'S GROUP

: » The Saturday, December 6t" Men’s Group will meet
| [ \ ~ for aluncheon at 11AM off site, followed by a trip to
MEN'S the Bayernhof Museum at 2PM. Contact Ken

Williams for more details. The men also meet
GROUP informally for breakfast on Wednesdays around
9AM at the Eat ‘N Park in South Park Shops.

MARTHA CIRCLE

\
. luncheon at Al's Café on McMurray Road at
m 3_' 1PM on December 10%. All ladies are

,g. Wz' The next Martha Circle meeting will be a
) ey y welcome.

This is a time of fellowship, service and connecting with other
women of our faith community. Contact Donna Hennen for more
information.

First Bethel’s Mission Statement

4 “Nourish Every Body, A
Stimulate Every Spirit,
Satisfy Every Soul,

\_ for the Glory of God” /







< First Bethel United Methodist Church

Bethel Park, Pennsylvania
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

5901 Library Road

Bethel Park, PA 15102
http://www_firstbethelumc.org

Church Office ; - Kings School Kids
412-835-0700 ANV 412-835-6141

s < 1

FBUMC@Verizon.net B VI»N’ §~ KSK10@Verizon.net
r 4

Pastor: Rev. David Ewing
Mobile: 412-818-0889

PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org

Office Manager: Lisa Stefanowicz

OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org

Choir Director and Organist: Phil Himmler
Director of Maintenance: Jim Howells

KINGS ScHooOL KiDs
Director of KSK: Mary Beth Deckard
Assistant Director of KSK: Nicole Crisson
KSK Office Administrator: Charlene Phillips

like us on

https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/

KINGSs LIGHT DEADLINE: The 20t of each month is the deadline
for submissions for the next issue of the King’s Light. Please have
your information submitted on time to avoid the disappointment of
not having it appear in the next edition. Send via email to Gloria
Stephan, editor or send to FBUMC@Verizon.net



http://www.firstbethelumc.org/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net
mailto:PastorDavid@FirstBethelumc.org
mailto:OfficeManager@FirstBethelumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstBethelUMC/
mailto:FBUMC@Verizon.net

FirsT BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

5901 Lierary Roap
BeTHEL Park, PA 15102-3398

www.firstbethelumc.org

December 2025
King’s Light Newsletter

“&u CHRISTMAS(/

e



